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May 21, 2025 

Steve Valigorsky 
Secretary LWSC Inc. 
205 West Wakefield Blvd 
Winsted, CT 06098 

Water Ski Slalom Course Permit 

Safety Guide Lines 

Safety Guide Line #2 The depth of water shall be sufficient for the proposed 
activity and not less than six feet (6').  This includes any waters that may be 
traversed by the water-skier or vessel during the act of water-skiing. 

Safety Guide Line #3 - The minimum distance to the nearest shore, house, dock, 
observation platform, mooring, dam, any physical object, other permitted slalom 
course/jump, boat launch, swim area or area of human activity from the water-skier 
or vessel during any phase of water-skiing shall be no less than one hundred feet 
(100'). 

Statement submitted by Steve Valigorsky, Secretary Laurel Water Ski Club on behalf of  
The Laurel Water Ski Club to address #2 and #3 of Safety Guide Lines: 

Permit number 162/0111-399A is for a slalom course located on Highland Lake, 
Winsted, CT, in the area known as First Bay. The location is detailed by maps and 
diagrams submitted with this application. The course is located 425 feet out from shore as 
measured by Michael Peyton in May of 2002. The course is a standard slalom course 
made up of 26 buoys, anchored to a 6-7 foot deep cross member, and then again anchored 
on the bottom of the lake about 12-15 feet deep. 

Steve Valigorsky 
Secretary LWSC, Inc. 

Statement Regarding the Minimum Depths of the Entire Course Area and  Areas Traversed by Vessel 
and Skier



October 16, 2025 

Laurel Water Ski Club 

Subject: Response to Inquiry Regarding Conductors at Highland Lake 

Dear Laurel Water Ski Club, 

I’m writing in response to your recent inquiry to Eversource regarding the presence of any overhead or 

underwater electric conductors in the vicinity of the water ski course at Highland Lake. 

After reviewing the location provided, we can confirm that Eversource has no existing electric 

distribution conductors in or above the water at that site. 

Please feel free to reach out if you need any additional information or assistance. 

Best regards, 

Sebastien Morin 

Manager of Distribution Engineering 

Eversource Energy 

Cc: Steven Lamontagne – Director Distribution Engineering 

107 Selden Street, Berlin, CT 06037 

P.O. Box 270, Hartford, CT 06141-0270 

Statement Addressing Cables and Wires



Documentation from  Local Law Enforcement



Documentation from Inland Wetlands & Watercourse Agent



From: Valigorsky, Steven
To: Cooley, Yolanda
Cc: Steve Valigorsky
Subject: FW: Laurel Waterski Club- Slalom Course Renewal
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 11:20:28 AM
Attachments: image001.png

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Yolanda,

Below is the email from Brian Hess regarding osprey and bald eagles.

Steve Valigorsky

From: Hess, Brian <Brian.Hess@ct.gov> 
Sent: Friday, May 23, 2025 9:25 AM
To: Valigorsky, Steven <Steven.Valigorsky@talcottresolution.com>; Dickson, Jenny
<Jenny.Dickson@ct.gov>
Cc: DCF INFORMATION SYSTEMS CALENDAR <INFORMATION.SYSTEMSCALENDAR@ct.gov>;
valigorskys@gmail.com; Byron, John <John.Byron@ct.gov>; Kilpatrick, Ann <Ann.Kilpatrick@ct.gov>
Subject: Re: Laurel Waterski Club- Slalom Course Renewal

CAUTION: EXTERNAL SENDER. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe.

Hi Steve,

There is no known osprey nest in the area.  I have good reason to believe that there is an eagle nest
on or around Highland Lake; however, that is unconfirmed.  I don't know any specific location to
avoid, so no direct concerns about this permit renewal

Thanks,
Brian

----------------------------------

Brian Hess (he/him)

CT DEEP – Wildlife Division

860-876-9259 (call or text)

Documentation from DEEP Wildlife Division
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From: Bade, Andrew
To: Valigorsky, Steven
Cc: Beauchene, Mike; Goclowski, Matthew R; Cooley, Yolanda
Subject: Re: Fisheries review
Date: Thursday, May 22, 2025 10:14:02 AM
Attachments: Outlook-xqdjousl.png

Outlook-1vm221ux.png
Outlook-hyrwvyvn.png
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You don't often get email from andrew.bade@ct.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: EXTERNAL SENDER. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe.

Hi Steve,

There are still no known or likely fish spawning or nursery grounds within fifty feet (50') of
the proposed slalom course located at first bay, Highland Lake.

Best regards,
Andrew

Andrew Bade, PhD 
Supervising Fisheries Biologist 
President, Northeastern Division of the American Fisheries Society 
Bureau of Natural Resources Fisheries Division 
Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection
2065 Thomaston Road, Watertown, CT 06795 
p: 860.424.3673 | c: 860.490.0701 | Andrew.Bade@ct.gov 
Follow Connecticut Fish and Wildlife: Facebook  |  Instagram  |  YouTube  |  Twitter 

Conserving, improving, and protecting our natural resources and environment;
Ensuring a clean, affordable, reliable, and sustainable energy supply.

 | portal.ct.gov/DEEP 

Documentation from DEEP Fisheries Division
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Size and Type of Buoys 

Distance Measurements to and Between Buoys 
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