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No segment of the population should, 
because of its racial, ethnic, or 

economic status, bear a disproportionate 

share of the risks and consequences 
of environmental pollution or be 
denied equal access to environmental 

benefits.

Environmental Equity Policy, 1993
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https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Environmental-Justice/Environmental-Equity-Policy


Public Act 08-94, codified 2009

An Act Concerning Environmental Justice Communities 

Connecticut General Statutes § 22a-20a

Provided for a 
community benefit 

agreement if the town 
and EJ community agreed

Required public 
participation as part of 
the permitting process

Defined facilities covered 

under law (“Affecting 
Facilities”)

Defined Environmental 
Justice communities
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https://www.cga.ct.gov/2008/ACT/Pa/pdf/2008PA-00094-R00HB-05145-PA.pdf


Public Act 20-6, effective 2020

Law Expanded in 2020

• Required a community economic benefits 

agreement if there were five affecting facilities in the 

town.  This had been at the discretion of the 

local elected Town official.

• Required written notice to local and state 

elected officials

• Required written notification of neighborhood 

and environmental groups in English and 

the language spoken by at least 15 percent of the 

population living within a half a mile of the proposed 

or existing facility
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https://cga.ct.gov/2020/act/pa/pdf/2020PA-00006-R00HB-07008SS3-PA.pdf


Environmental Justice 

Communities

1. census block groups, for which 

30% or more of the population 

consists of low-income persons 
who are not institutionalized and 

have an income below 200% 
of the federal poverty level

2. distressed municipalities

Distressed Municipalities (ct.gov)
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https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/About_DECD/Research-and-Publications/02_Review_Publications/Distressed-Municipalities


Affecting Facilities
electric generating facilities 

with a capacity greater than 10 megawatts

sludge or solid waste incinerators or combustors

sewage treatment plants 
with a capacity greater than 50 million gallons per day

intermediate processing centers 
volume reduction facilities or multitown recycling facilities

with a combined monthly volume in excess of 25 tons

new or expanded landfills, including but not limited to,
landfills that contain ash, construction and demolition debris, or solid waste

medical waste incinerators

major sources of air pollution
as defined by the Clean Air Act

Environmental Justice Affecting Facilities Map (arcgis.com)
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https://ctdeep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=7783574e2cd94d388124b54cdb82a34e


Public Participation
Cumulative Impact 

Assessment
FORTHCOMING

Community Economic 

Benefits Agreement*

*Required when there are five Affecting Facilities in 
the town or towns.
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New Effective October 1, 2023
Public Act 23-202 | Guidance Document

Minor 
modifications 

exempt from public 
participation

Streamlined public 
participation

Mailed notice to 
residents within ½ 

mile for new facilities

Posting on 
electronic media

Accept written 
comments & 

questions

Video record informal 
public meeting

Submit report and 
video within 30 days 

for new facilities

CEBAs to DEEP/Siting 
Council before notice 

of tentative 
determination

Resident involvement 
in CEBA negotiation

Connection between 
impacts caused by 
Affecting Facility 

and negotiated benefits

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 2/8/2024

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/act/pa/pdf/2023PA-00202-R00SB-01147-PA.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/environmental_justice/EJGuidpdf.pdf
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/environmental_justice/EJplanpdf.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Environmental-Justice/04-Participate-in-the-Permitting-Policy-Process
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Connecticut EJ Mapping Tool

Connecticut Environmental Justice Screening Tool (uconn.edu)
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https://connecticut-environmental-justice.circa.uconn.edu/


Environmental Justice Index Calculation

from CIRCA report
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https://connecticut-environmental-justice.circa.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/3393/2023/08/FinalReport_ver2.0.pdf


New Cumulative Impact Assessment 

Regulations

“ Identification and measurement of the relative impact of 

environmental and public health stressors across communities”

“ Tools for stakeholder industries and sectors to use that take account 
of any such environmental or public health stressors, including tools to 

help inform decisions about potential locations for proposed affecting 
facilities that comply with this section”

“ Standards for denying or placing conditions on permits”
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Opportunities for Involvement

LISTENING

INFORMATIONAL AND 
LISTENING SESSIONS
(EARLY AND MID 2024)

STAKEHOLDERS

STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS: 
REGULATORY CONCEPTS 

(LATE 2024 AND BEYOND)

LANGUAGE

PRESENTATION 
OF DRAFT 
LANGUAGE

COMMENT

PUBLIC COMMENT 
PERIOD

HEARING

PUBLIC HEARING

“The commissioner shall consult with stakeholder industries and sectors 
when developing the regulations pursuant to this section.” Conn. Gen. Stat. § 22a-20a(f)
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Environmental Justice
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