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2023 DESIGN VALUES 
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• Not excluding EPA approved 
Exceptional Events (EE) Days

• Three violating monitors in 
Greater CT

• Six violating monitors in 
Southwest CT

2015 NAAQS = 70 ppb
2008 NAAQS = 75 ppb
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2023 DESIGN VALUES CONTINUED
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2015 NAAQS = 70 ppb
2008 NAAQS = 75 ppb

Excluding EPA approved EE dates of 
June 30 & July 1, 2023

If no EE dates were 
approved by EPA
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2024 PRELIMINARY
DESIGN VALUES
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ON JUNE 13, 2024,

• Pursuant to Clean Air Act (CAA) §181(b)(3),  DEEP sent a letter to EPA requesting a 
voluntary reclassification (or bump up) of the Connecticut portion of the New York-
Northern New Jersey-Long Island, Southwest Connecticut (NY-NJ-CT) ozone 
nonattainment area from moderate to serious.

• The NY-NJ-CT nonattainment area includes three states so all three states must request 
the bump up:
 New York on June 5, 2024.

 From moderate to serious nonattainment.

 New Jersey on May 23, 2024.

 From moderate to severe nonattainment, unless CT and NY only request a reclassification to serious. 

•The letter also states that if EPA fails to approve the Exceptional Events Analysis 
submitted for Greater Connecticut, then the Greater Connecticut nonattainment area 
should be included in the request to bump up from moderate to serious.

•New Serious attainment date: August 3, 2027
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2013-title42/html/USCODE-2013-title42-chap85-subchapI-partD-subpart2-sec7511.htm
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/deep/air/ozone/ozoneplanningefforts/connecticutozonereclassificationrequest6132024.pdf


RECLASSIFICATION FINAL RULES

On July 25, 2024, EPA published a final rule, “granting a request from the 
States of New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut to reclassify the New 
York-Northern New Jersey-Long Island, NY-NJ-CT ozone nonattainment 
area from ‘‘Moderate’’ to ‘‘Serious’’ for the 2015 8-hour ozone national 
ambient air quality standards.”

- 89 Federal Register 60314

On July 29, 2024, EPA published a final rule reclassifying Greater 
Connecticut from “Moderate” to “Serious” nonattainment for the 2015 
ozone NAAQS.

- 89 Federal Register 60827
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-07-25/pdf/2024-16244.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-07-29/pdf/2024-16415.pdf
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Marginal/Moderate 
Nonattainment

Moderate Nonattainment Serious Nonattainment
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Initial 
Designations

August 3, 2018

Marginal Attainment 
Date

August 3, 2021

Moderate 
Attainment Date

August 3, 2024

Serious Attainment 
Date

August 3, 2027

* Reclassified to Serious:
SWCT on July 25, 2024
GRCT on July 29, 2024

HISTORY OF CLASSIFICATIONS: 2015 OZONE NAAQS

* Greater CT reclassified to 
Moderate on November 7, 
2022



• EPA publishes due dates for elements of a state implementation plan (SIP) in a future 
rulemaking.

NEXT STEPS FOR THE 2015 OZONE NAAQS
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Source:  https://www.epa.gov/ground-level-ozone-pollution/final-sip-requirements-rule-2008-ozone-naaqs-2015-presentation

https://www.epa.gov/ground-level-ozone-pollution/final-sip-requirements-rule-2008-ozone-naaqs-2015-presentation


2008 NAAQS: 75 ppb

Greater CT: Attains the standard

Southwest CT: Severe nonattainment

Severe Attainment date: July 20, 2027 
(using 2026 data)

2015 NAAQS: 70 ppb

Greater CT: Serious nonattainment 

Southwest CT: Serious nonattainment

Serious Attainment date: August 3, 2027 (using 
2026 data)

SUMMARY OF OZONE STANDARDS
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THANK YOU

2015 Ozone NAAQS Planning Efforts Webpage

2008 Ozone NAAQS Planning Efforts Webpage

Kristin.Salimeno@ct.gov
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https://portal.ct.gov/deep/air/planning/ozone/2015-ozone-naaqs-planning-efforts
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/air/planning/ozone/2008-ozone-naaqs-planning-efforts
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