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CONNECTICUT LAUNCHES STATEWIDE CYBERSECURITY INITIATIVE TO STRENGTHEN DEFENSE MANUFACTURING COMPETITIVENESS
Connecticut Defense Cybersecure Program provides grants, technical support and assistance selecting service providers to help manufacturers protect sensitive information and compete for future business 

HARTFORD, CT – October 29, 2026 - The Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development’s Office of Manufacturing today announced the launch of the Connecticut Defense Cybersecure Program (DCP). An initial $2 million will fund a statewide initiative designed to help Connecticut defense manufacturers strengthen their cybersecurity capabilities, protect sensitive information and maintain a competitive advantage in an increasingly security-conscious defense marketplace.
In fiscal year 2025, Connecticut secured $38.4 billion in U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) prime contracts, ranking fourth in the nation, and is home to more than 900 defense manufacturers supporting critical national defense programs. Small and midsized manufacturers face significant financial and technical challenges when evaluating cybersecurity requirements and risks, selecting qualified service providers, and implementing safeguards to protect sensitive information. 
The program responds to evolving U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) cybersecurity requirements for defense contractors. While certification verification standards remain under review, manufacturers still face cybersecurity obligations that can affect their eligibility for future contracts. Through DCP, Connecticut is helping manufacturers prepare for these requirements, strengthen their cyber readiness and maintain their competitiveness within the Defense Industrial Base.
"Connecticut's defense industry is a cornerstone of our economy and plays a critical role in our nation's security," said Governor Ned Lamont. "Our manufacturers need to be able to protect sensitive information, respond to evolving cybersecurity threats, and meet the expectations of the customers they serve. Through this ongoing investment, we are helping Connecticut companies strengthen their businesses, compete for new opportunities, and ensure our state remains a leader in defense manufacturing. Through DCP, we're strengthening one of the nation's premier defense manufacturing ecosystems while helping create opportunities for continued innovation, investment and job growth across our state."
"Connecticut's defense manufacturers play a vital role in both our national security and our state's economy," said Kirti Patel, DECD Deputy Commissioner and CT Chief Manufacturing Officer. "As cybersecurity requirements continue to evolve, we want to ensure our manufacturers have the tools, expertise and support they need to prepare for CMMC Level 2 requirements. Through DCP, we're helping Connecticut companies protect sensitive information, remain competitive for future defense contracts and continue to drive innovation across Connecticut's manufacturing sector."
Rather than navigating the CMMC Level 2 requirements alone, Connecticut manufacturers participating in DCP will have access to tiered financial resources, technical support and a vetted list of qualified cybersecurity service providers. These resources are designed to simplify the path to compliance and help manufacturers strengthen their cybersecurity capabilities.
DCP was developed with input from the Connecticut Defense Cybersecurity Advisory Council, consisting of local government, national cybersecurity experts, and Connecticut-based associations: Aerospace Components Manufacturers (ACM) and Naval Maritime Consortium (NMC). "CMMC Level 2 readiness requires more than meeting technical requirements. It requires a thoughtful strategy to identify compliance gaps, strengthen cybersecurity practices and maintain a defensible, ongoing compliance program,” said John Stevens, Executive Vice President, Talisen Technologies, Inc. and advisory council member. "By bringing together experienced advisors and trusted resources through DCP, Connecticut manufacturers will be better positioned to meet their compliance obligations and strengthen their readiness for future defense opportunities."
"DCP is an important step in helping Connecticut's defense suppliers strengthen their cyber readiness and remain competitive in an increasingly demanding federal contracting environment," said Walker Potts, Executive Director, Naval Maritime Consortium. "For our members and the broader maritime industrial base, this program strengthens supply chain resilience, supports operational readiness and helps ensure small and midsized manufacturers remain competitive in critical defense work."
"Safeguarding customer information has always been a top priority for Connecticut's aerospace manufacturers, but keeping pace with today's evolving cybersecurity requirements can be a significant challenge, especially for small and midsized companies," said Jessica Taylor, Executive Director, Aerospace Components Manufacturers. "DCP will provide manufacturers with valuable guidance and resources to navigate the remediation process, strengthen cyber readiness, remain competitive and continue delivering the mission-critical components our industry depends on."
DCP will be administered by the Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology (CCAT). Connecticut defense manufacturers can learn more about the program and apply to participate at ccat.us/defensecybersecure. 
Cybersecurity service providers can apply to join the Qualified Provider Network, increasing their visibility and connecting with manufacturers pursuing CMMC readiness, at form.jotform.com/ccat_inc/dspapp.
###

About the Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology 
The Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology (CCAT) helps companies evaluate, adopt and integrate advanced technologies that improve productivity, strengthen quality and accelerate growth through applied engineering expertise, hands-on training and funding support. To learn more and access resources, visit ccat.us. 
About the Connecticut Office of Manufacturing
The Connecticut Office of Manufacturing (OOM), part of the Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD), acts as a statewide resource to help manufacturers launch, grow, and succeed. Services include grant funding through the Manufacturing Innovation Fund, supply chain support, the CONNEX marketplace online platform, and outreach via the Ambassador Program. To learn more and access resources, visit manufacturing.ct.gov.
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