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Friday, January 16, 2026 at 08:30:15 Eastern Standard TimeFriday, January 16, 2026 at 08:30:15 Eastern Standard Time

Subject:Subject: History of 194 Bank Street
Date:Date: Thursday, December 4, 2025 at 3:40:33 PM Eastern Standard Time
From:From: G T. Couser
To:To: Eric Goodman
Attachments:Attachments: 194 BANK on HISTORIC MAPS.docx

Eric, when James Quarto first approached NLL about this building, Laura N asked me to look into it. I
did a title search that led back into the 1760s of course didn't indicate when the current building was
built. 

I was shocked to see the recent story in The Day date it to 1757 and attribute it to Jonathan Starr, and I
challenged that in the comments.

Well, the date comes from VGS (which isn't reliable) and Starr's name comes from the bronze plaque in
the sidewalk that says he had a lumberyard on the site. He did but never owned the land.

Anyway, just yesterday, I thought I'd follow up. The attachment has images from various maps (1850 to
1901). 
They lead me to believe that the current building was built between 1868 and 1876.

I thought you should have this information in case the age of the building is a factor in the discussion
tonight.

Best,

Tom Couser



194 Bank Street images from historic maps 

 
On this map, from 1850, in the inner vault of City Hall, the J Starr building is square, with an 

extension toward the water. 
 

 
On the 1868 map, the building in question (J Starr, lumberyard) quite clearly has the long side to 

the street—so evidently not the present one. 
 



 
This image from the 1876 birds’-eye view seems to show a building like the present one: 

gambrel-roofed with dormers on the sides. I conclude that the current building was erected 
between 1869 and 1876. It was later extended toward the river and modified several times, but I 

think the current shape survives from the 1870s. 



 
On the first Sanborn map (1884) the building is in green (which means hazardous) and has 2 

stories. 

 
On the next Sanborn map (1891) the configuration is the same but it is described as only 1 ½ 

stories.  
The 1901 map confirms that the building is only 1 ½ stories. 



 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

AND 
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
January 21, 2026 – 6:00 P.M. via ZOOM 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER 

Called to order by Chairperson Laurie Deredita at 6:04 p.m.        
 
Those present:   

Commissioners    
 Laurie Deredita, Jane L. G. Barton, Donald Presley, and Donald Ringuette     

 City Staff 
Rain Daugherty & Tom Bombria, Office of Development & Planning, Community Development 

 City Council Liaison 
 Shineika Fareus 

Consultant 
Tom Couser 
Public Participant(s) 

 Violet Johnson, New London Landmarks 
 Applicants 
 Eric Goodman & Nolan Kasper – 194 Bank Street 

 
B. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

City staff updated the commission regarding the status of the November 12, 2025, Action Taken 
regarding the façade review and demolition notice for 194 Bank Street. The applicant completed 
the Application for Demolition Permit from the Building Department on December 29, 2025, 
and confirmed that the required notices to abutters, organizations, and signage have been 
completed. This meeting provides the public with an opportunity to comment on the proposed 
project. There is no proposed change to the applicant’s project from the November 12, 2025, 
meeting. The Action Taken to not delay the demolition application and to approve the plan as 
presented at the November 12, 2025, stands as the applicant has relied on those approvals and 
further invested in moving the plans forward. No further action is required by the commission. 

 
C. MINUTES 

Conversation was started by the commission regarding the plans for 194 Bank Street as to 
whether the project could be considered a replication or restoration. The applicant explained that 
the plans are not to create a physical copy of the building that currently exists. The plans hope to 
use the materials and design elements to make an effort at restoration. The demolition will be 
done with care to salvage materials (when possible) to use in the new build.   
 
Discussion regarding the receipt of SHPO’s comments in mid-December and the weight the 
comments should be given. The commission would like to receive SHPO’s comments in a 
timelier fashion for future review referrals.  
 
Applicant shared news of two more possible projects in downtown. The Cronin Building at 78 
State Street and 130 Bank Street. The description of the tentative plans were well received by the 
commission.  

 



 
D. CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Letter dated 12/10/25 to Tom Bombria from CT Department of Economic and Community 
Development, State Historic Preservation Officer, Jonathan Kinney – Received for the record. 

 
 

D.      BUSINESS 
 

1. New Business  
a. Application Number 12-17-25-1: Façade Review per Zoning Regulations (Section 

530.6). Applicant Address: 47 Eugene O’Neill Drive – No new action taken.            
      

2.     Old Business  
  No Old Business. 
  

E.      ADJOURNMENT 
 
          Upon motion of Donald Ringuette, seconded by Laurie Deredita, it was unanimously voted to 
          adjourn the meeting at 7:14 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rain Daugherty 
Community & Economic Development Project Coordinator 
City of New London, CT 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED BY THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION ON:   February 18, 2026             
 
 
 







































194 Bank Street 

Photos showing subfloor after asbestos was removed; provided by Eric Goodman on 
3/12/26. 
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