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Meeting Announcements
• Please remain on mute.
• Type into the chat: Name & Organization
• Meeting will be recorded 

• The presentation and recording will be posted on the OBRD 
website (www.ctbrownfields.gov)

• Enter questions and comments into the Chat and they will 
be answered at the end of the presentation during the Q&A

• FAQ document is available on the OBRD website
• Will be updated with addendum on Friday, February 7, 2025.

http://www.ctbrownfields.gov/


Summary of Funding Availability 
TOTAL AVAILABILITY - $25 million

PROGRAM
MAX 

per application
MIN 

per application Notes

Grant – 
Remediation/Limited 

Assessment
$4 million $200,000

Loan – 
Remediation/Limited 

Assessment
$4 million $500,000 Min. is $500K 

Grant – Assessment-only 
(Land Banks/COGs)

$500,000 $100,000
Can apply for multiple 

projects/sites. Maximum 
per project - $200K

Grant – Assessment-only 
(Others)

$200,000 $100,000

Grant – BAR Planning $200,000 none
Min 10% match 

requirement



Schedule
Presentations and Walk-in Teams Meetings

Wed, Jan 22, 2025 (10 – 11AM) Topic: Assessment-Only Grant Program Highlights

Wed, Jan 29, 2025 (10- 11AM) Topic: Remediation/Limited Assessment Grant & Loan Program Highlights

Wed, Feb 5, 2025 (10- 11AM) Topic: BAR Planning Grant Program Highlights

Recording of previous webinar Topic: Building your Redevelopment Project Capital Stack (a presentation 

from other public funding programs)

Recording of previous webinar Topic: Public-private partnerships:  Options available to brownfield 

developers and stakeholders

Questions on the NOFA

Wed, Feb 5, 2025 Deadline for questions to DECD on this NOFA

Fri, Feb 7, 2025 Posting of FAQ Addendum (if any) on OBRD’s Website

Application Deadline

Wed, March 5, 2025 @ noon Request for SharePoint folder 

Friday, March 7, 2025 @ noon Deadline to submit or upload Application Package

Round 21 Award Announcement

June/July 2025 Award Announcements (tentative)

https://ctvideo.ct.gov/decd/Round_19_Brownfield_Webinar_Series-20240207_090046-Meeting_Recording.mp4
https://ctvideo.ct.gov/decd/OBRD_Round_18_Walk-in_Sessions_Meeting_Recording.mp4


Application Process
Assessment-only Applications (AO)

Process
1. Request SharePoint link – send email to brownfields@ct.gov 

• Name of Applicant, Project Name, and 21(AO) in subject line
e.g.: Gotham City_Downtown Area Assessment Project_21(AO)

2. Upload application documents to SharePoint and send email signaling 
submission completion
• Contact brownfields@ct.gov with any issues

3. Make sure you receive a confirmation receipt from OBRD. 
Due Date
Applications will be accepted until NOON on Friday, March 7, 2025. 

mailto:brownfields@ct.gov
mailto:brownfields@ct.gov


NOFA Overview



Assessment-only Program

• Value-driven
• Sowing the seeds for brownfield redevelopment
• Helps stakeholders understand issues
• Potential/Cost-benefit for redevelopment
• Potential end uses (including highest and best end use)
• Attracts developers
• Public information



Hartford-Owned Parcels, 
Hartford

Assessment Plan:
The $160,125 grant will enable 
next level assessment of 
multiple sites in the City to 
further prepare properties to 
attract future development.

Assessment-Only Example 1



Kramer Building, 
Windham

Assessment Plan:
• $200,000 grant funds to the Town of  

Windham
• Assessment and investigation 

activities at the former Kramer 
Building located at 322 Prospect 
Street in downtown Willimantic. 

• Funds may also be utilized for RFP 
material (planning tasks) to attract 
future development. 

Assessment-Only Example 2



William V. Begg 
Building (former), 
Waterbury

Assessment Plan:
The $150,320 grant funds will be used by 
the Connecticut Brownfield Land Bank, 
Inc. for assessment activities and 
planning tasks at the former public 
housing site.
Client already working with a developer 
but needed funding to complete 
assessment activities and ready the site 
for redevelopment.

Assessment-Only Example 2



Kent Road Affordable 
Housing Feasibility Study, 
Cornwall

Assessment Plan:
NHCOG is undertaking environmental assessment 
and planning activities at a 12.38-acre parcel to 
determine feasibility of constructing affordable 
housing units in Cornwall, CT. 
The Cornwall Housing Corporation (CHC) has 
identified the site as a desirable housing 
development to help meet the high demand for 
affordable housing in Cornwall. 
The CHC has an Option to Purchase agreement that 
will be executed if the proposed project to redevelop 
the property for affordable housing is determined to 
be feasible. 

Assessment-Only Example 4



Eligible Applicants for Grant Program
Per C.G.S. Section 32-760 (6), (12), (22)

Eligible Applicants

Economic Development 
Agencies / Corporations

Connecticut 
Brownfield Land 

Banks

Municipalities

Councils of 
Governments

Entities responsible for the contamination are ineligible. 
All applicants must provide proof of access to the site, site control or path to site control.  



Funding Request: Maximum & Minimum

Municipalities and Eligible Economic Development Agencies/Corporations:
• Maximum request: $200,000
• Minimum request: $100,000

Councils of Governments (COGs) and Brownfield Land Banks (BLBs)
• Total Grant requests up to $500,000 using one single application form

• Example: 
• XCOG is requesting for 3 different projects and asking up to a maximum of 

$400,000
• Project 1: $200K
• Project 2: $100K
• Project 3: $100K

Funding Request Amounts

Round 21 Assessment-Only Applications



Eligible Uses of Funds
Assessment-Only Projects
• Costs Associated with:

• Soil, groundwater assessment and investigation (Environmental Site 
assessment reports)

• Hazardous building materials survey/design and other infrastructure 
investigation

• Planning (Conceptual Drawings, Market Demand Studies, etc)
• (Maximum of 25% of grant funds)

• Engineering and environmental consulting
• Limited clearing activities to conduct investigation activities
• Limited structural investigation
• Attorney fees related to non-DECD contract related legal work

• Example: Property title and ownership search, environmental use restrictions, etc.
• No DECD legal expenses involved 

• Maximum of 5% for admin soft costs
Eligible Uses of Funds



• Proof site is a brownfield
• No Liability (direct or related)
• Ownership or Access Agreement

Threshold Requirements
As per C.G.S. Section 32-760

Threshold Requirements



Brownfield Definition
As per C.G.S. Section 32-760

1. Abandoned or underutilized
2. No Development, Reuse, or Expansion due to pollutants
3. Requires investigation or remediation to enable 

redevelopment, reuse, or expansion

Brownfield Definition



Application Review & Award Criteria
Assessment-Only Applications

• Clarity on Assessment Needs
• Knowledge of contamination and site history
• Primary investigation
• Project Description
• Budget Feasibility / Cost-efficiency
• Project is in distressed municipality

• Economic and Community Development Impact
• Project in Opportunity Zone
• Locational benefits / merits
• Developer interest and non-DECD support

• Non-DECD Support
• Non-DECD funds committed 
• Market demand / Studies for the site 

• Applicant Experience
• Applicant experience with completing similar projects on time and within budget

Application Review and Award Criteria



Application Overview



Before you Begin...

Application Overview

• Take Notice of the Application Type
• Make sure the application says 

Assessment Only

• COG/Land Bank Cover Sheets
• Applicable only for Landbanks or 

COGS who are allowed to apply for 500K 
for multiple parcels and/or municipalities

• Can also submit separately

• Link

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/decd/community-development/03_funding_opportunities/brownfields-remediation/obrd-round-21---2025/ao/02-cover-sheet_rd-20-ao_070424.pdf?rev=b4cc2b2ea46c4ad4ada58c0be661d4b3&hash=6C952A8ADC55CFFB441C8BE1B1527E33


Application Overview

• Part A - Section I & II (Eligibility 
Criteria)
• Basic Application Questions
• Don’t forget your FEIN#

• Section 1 Q.2  - Eligibility Statute – 
"Type of Organization"

• Please refer to C.G.S. Sec. 32-760 for 
definitions.

• If your applicant type Is not clear, 
please let us know why you are an 
eligible entity – You can use the 
“other” box and explain

Application Overview



Application Overview

• Part B - Section I (Project 
Details)
• This gives us the full explanation of the 

project

• Please read all of the instructions

• This is an important section that will 
be scored

• Note: There will be multi-part 
questions from time to time – Please 
tell us as much as you can based on 
what you know

Application Overview



Application Overview

• Part B - Section I (Project Details)

Budget
• List Other Sources (Not just DECD)
• Snapshot of what you are requesting 

funds for (lets us know what kind of issues 
the site has) used to start your budget 
attachment

• Not mandatory to have any preliminary 
assessments

• You may not know anything at this point – 
That is OK!!

Application Overview



Application Overview
Part B - Section II (Economic & Community 
Development Impact)

Questions 1 & 2
(Distressed/Enterprise Zone OZ)
• Use the links provided for reference if 

needed
Question 3
• Location Location Location!!

• Here you get to boast about your project and its 
potential

• This is very important – the value of a project 
has a lot to do with location – there are many BF 
properties – why did you choose this one? – is it 
location? – if so let us know

Application Overview



Application Overview
Part B - Section II Continued(Transportation 
Related)

• Location Location Location!!

• Accessibility

• Proximity to Bus & Rail, Highways, 
Waterfront, Downtown, Urban/Rural 
Centers and regional hubs

Application Overview



Application Overview

Part B - Section II Continued
(Planning Related)

Questions E., F., G
• Is this an important site that 

people have been planning for?
• Use the provided Link for 

Reference
• Regional or State District Hubs

• See Categories

Application Overview



Application Overview

Part B - Section III
(Developer Interest/Non-DECD Support)

Questions 1-3
• Important Questions that will be scored
• Q 1 is a multi-part Question – don’t forget 

to answer each question (3 sections) 
Includes a question about zoning

• Q2 & 3 – Non-DECD Funds Committed
• We would like to give you credit for the 

use of Non-DECD funds for items such 
as Preliminary assessment, 
Predevelopment Expenses, Market 
Studies, Land Acquisition etc.

Application Overview



Application Overview

Part B - Section IV
(Applicant Experience)

• You can List Multiple Projects (Up to 5) and 
talk about your team

• Part B - Section V
(Document Checklist)

• Only 1 Mandatory Document **Tax Assessors 
Card

• All other documents are "If 
Applicable/Available"

• Any additional documents that will boost your 
application, please provide

Application Overview



Application Overview

Signature Page *Important*
• The document cannot be edited once a 

signature is applied using the sign option on 
Adobe Acrobat

• Please make sure the application is complete 
and ALL RESPONSES ARE VISIBLE

Application Overview



Post-Funding Award Process Overview



Post-Funding Award Process
Assessment-Only Projects

• Project Manager (Contracts) - handles majority of the PM tasks for AO projects

• No DECD Outside Counsel 

• All reports/project deliverables property of DECD/State (accessible by the public)

• Financial Assistance Proposal (Layman terms of DECD contract)

• Kick-off Meeting

• Assistance Agreement/DECD Contract

• Internal set-up for grant drawdown process

• Consultant Procurement

• Project Implementation

• Project Closing (two-year period for AO projects)

Eligible Uses of Funds



Q&A



Frequently asked FAQs!
1. Can we apply for work already completed?  (AO FAQ #16)

2. If successful, can my consultant get reimbursed for preparing the 
application? (AO FAQ #17)

3. Can a municipality (or other eligible-entity) apply for an assessment 
grant under the program for a privately-owned property? (AO FAQ #11)

4. Can a portion of the Assessment-only funds be used for planning 
activities to ready the project parcel for development? (AO FAQ #20)

5. Do I need to provide addresses of sites where work will be performed?  
Does there need to be a developer?

• Review the FAQs – good info



For additional questions:
Please send email to 
brownfields@ct.gov 
(preferred) or 

Contact the dedicated OBRD 
hotline number at 
1.860.500.2395

Visit the OBRD Website to 
access the Application 
material:
www.ctbrownfields.gov

mailto:brownfields@ct.gov
http://www.ctbrownfields.gov/


Office of Brownfield Remediation and Development35

Mark Burno, LEP
Mark.Burno@ct.gov 
860-500-2442
Project Manager - Technical

Jennifer Schneider
Jennifer.Schneider@ct.gov
860-500-2367 

Technical Team Lead

Greg Ambros
Gregory.Ambros@ct.gov
860-500-2363 
Project Manager - Contracts

Shawntay Nelson
Shawntay.Nelson@ct.gov
860-500-2493 
Project Manager - Contracts

Shay Sabir
Chaimae.Sabir@ct.gov 
860-500-2448 
Project Manager - Technical

James Parsley
James.Parsley@ct.gov 
860-500- 2335
Project Manager - Technical

Binu Chandy
Binu.Chandy@ct.gov 
860-500-2454

OBRD Director

DECD BROWNFIELDS TEAM

Mike Wieliczka
Administrative Support

Almariet Roberts
Almariet.Roberts@ct.gov

Contracts Team Lead

Preston Piper
Preston.Piper@ct.gov
Project Manager - Contracts

mailto:Mark.Burno@ct.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Schneider@ct.gov
mailto:Gregory.Ambros@ct.gov
mailto:Shawntay.Nelson@ct.gov
mailto:Chaimae.Sabir@ct.gov
mailto:James.Parsley@ct.gov
mailto:Binu.Chandy@ct.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Schneider@ct.gov
mailto:Gregory.Ambros@ct.gov


Thank you 
for joining 
us! 


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36

