State of Connecticut

Environmental Review Checklist

Last Updated 09/12/2024

Instructions for Use:

The Environmental Review Checklist (ERC), as defined in Sec. 22a-1a-1(9) of the Regulations of
Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA), is intended to assist state agencies in (1) determining whether a
proposed action or category of actions requires public scoping, or (2) in recording an agency’s initial
assessment of the direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental effects of a proposed action at the
completion of public scoping.

For the purposes of CEPA, an Action is defined in Sec 22a-1a-1(2) of the RCSA as an individual activity or a
sequence of planned activities initiated or proposed to be undertaken by an agency or agencies, or funded
in whole or in part by the state.

Completion of the ERC is only required as part of a sponsoring agency’s post-scoping notice in which the
agency has determined that it will not be preparing an EIE (Sec. 22a-1a-7(d) of the RCSA).

In all other instances, the sponsoring agency has the option to use this form or portions of it, in conjunction
with the applicable Environmental Classification Document (ECD), as a tool to assist it in determining
whether or not scoping is required and to document the agency’s review. This can be especially useful
for an agency administering a proposed action that is not specifically represented in the ECD or which may
have additional factors and/or indirect or cumulative impacts requiring further consideration.

Even if an agency ultimately determines that public scoping is not necessary, as a matter of public record
OPM highly recommends that the agency internally document its decision, and its justification.

In completing this form, include descriptions that are clear, concise, and understandable to the general
public.

Note that prior to reviewing a proposed action under the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA),
Connecticut General Statutes (CGS), Section 16a-31 requires agencies to review any proposed actions for
the acquisition, development or improvement of real properties, or the acquisition of public
transportation equipment or facilities, and in excess of $200,000, for consistency with the policies of the
State Plan of Conservation and Development (State C&D Plan).
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State of Connecticut

Environmental Review Checklist

Last Updated 09/12/2024

PART | — Initial Review and Determination

Date: 10/3/2025

Name of Project/Action: Windsor Street Data Center, Former
Project Address(es): 150 Windsor Street, Hartford, CT 06120
Affected Municipalities: Hartford

Sponsoring Agency(ies): DECD

Agency Project Number, if applicable: 2025-064-075-10002
Project Funding Source(s)/Program(s), Municipal Brownfields Grant C.G.S. 32-763
if known:

Identify the Environmental Classification Document (ECD) being used in this review:
Generic, or L] Agency-Specific

[J An environmental assessment or environmental impact statement is being prepared pursuant to
NEPA, and shall be circulated in accordance with CEPA requirements.

The proposed action requires a written review by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
and/or Nation Tribal Historic Preservation Office (NATHPO). Include SHPO/NATHPO reviews as an
attachment, or indicate the status of those reviews: The project is currently under review by the State
Historic Preservation Office and any identified historic loss will be subject to mitigation measures as
determined by the State Historic Preservation Office prior to the commencement of proposed work.

Based on the analysis documented in this Environmental Review Checklist (ERC), and in
consideration of public comments, this agency has determined that the preparation of an Environmental
Impact Evaluation (EIE) for the proposed action is not warranted. Publication of this document to the
Environmental Monitor shall satisfy the agency’s responsibilities under Section 22a-1a-7 of the

Requlations of Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA).

Completed by: James Parsley, Project Manager

Note that prior to commencing a CEPA review, Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) Section 16a-31
requires state agencies to review certain actions for their consistency with the policies of the State Plan
of Conservation and Development (State C&D Plan). Completion of this ERC assumes the agency has
determined this proposed action to be consistent with the State C&D Plan.

PART Il — Detailed Project Information
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Description of the Purpose & Need of the Proposed Action:

The proposed project will remediate and clean-up a brownfield and prepare the site for redevelopment.
The redevelopment of this site will promote economic activity in the downtown north area surrounding
Dunkin Park.

Description of the Proposed Action:

The Downtown North (DONQ) Redevelopment Project in the downtown north area surrounding Dunkin
Park consists of Parcels A-D. The first phase of the project “Parcel C” now known as “The Pennant,” was
completed in early 2024, and consists of 220 units of apartment units and a parking garage. The second
phase “Parcel B,” is currently under construction and will consist of 500 apartment units, ground level
commercial space, and a parking garage. Parcel A is still in the planning phase. “Parcel D,” will be the next
site to be redeveloped.

The City of Hartford will be using $8,400,000 in state grants for the demolition and abatement of the
existing structure at the 2.95-acre, City owned site at 150 Windsor Street, Hartford, CT (Parcel D). The site
has served as an office building and data center since 1968, with previous uses as a storage facility and
commercial space housing several banks and financial institutions. These remediation efforts will enable
the redevelopment of the site for mixed uses including hotel construction, commercial space, and public
usage.

Alternatives Considered:

No action alternative.

Public concerns or controversy associated with the proposed action:

No concerns or controversy identified.
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PART IIl — Site Characteristics (Check all that apply)

The proposed action is non-site specific, or O
encompasses multiple sites;

Current site ownership: L1 N/A, [ State; XIMunicipal, [ Private,
L] Other: Please Explain.

Anticipated ownership upon project completion: [ N/A, [ State; CDMunicipal, [J Private,
Other: Municipal or Private

Locational Guide Map Criteria:
ADOPTED 2025-2030 Locational Guide Map

Priority Funding Area factors:

[ Designated as a Priority Funding Area, including [ Balanced, or (I Village PFA;

Not Applicable — This project is located in a “Regional” and “Major” Activity Zone as defined by the 2025-
2030 Connecticut C&D Plan.

Urban Area or Urban Cluster, as designated by the most recent US Census Data;

Public Transit, defined as being within a % mile buffer surrounding existing or planned mass transit;
Existing or planned sewer service from an adopted Wastewater Facility Plan;

Existing or planned water service from an adopted Public Drinking Water Supply Plan;

XOOKXKKX

Existing local bus service provided 7 days a week.

Conservation Area factors:

[] Core Forest Area(s), defined as greater than 250 acres based on the 2006 Land Cover Dataset;
[ Existing or potential drinking water supply watershed(s);

1 Aquifer Protection Area(s);

[J Wetland Soils greater than 25 acres;

[J Undeveloped Prime, Statewide Important and/or locally important agricultural soils greater than 25
acres;

Category 1, 2, or 3 Hurricane Inundation Zone(s);

100 year Flood Zone(s);

Critical Habitat;

Locally Important Conservation Area(s),

Protected Land (list type): Enter text.

oooood

Local, State, or National Historic District(s).
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PART IV - Assessment of Environmental Significance — Direct, Indirect, And

Cumulative Effects

Required Factors for Consideration
(Section 22a-1a-3 of the RCSA)

Agency’s Assessment and Explanation

Effect on water quality, including
surface water and groundwater;

According to the DEEP comments, proper management of
stormwater and sediment should be taken during remediation
efforts, to prevent contributing to further impairments of the
Connecticut River. The proposed project is located approximately
0.2 miles west of the Connecticut River, which is an impaired
waterbody due to elevated bacteria levels, with a Total Maximum
Daily Load plan that identifies stormwater runoff due to increased
impervious surfaces as a potential source of bacteria.

Effect on a public water supply
system;

CT DEEP has determined the proposed project is located within the
Metropolitan District Commission’s (MDC) service area, so public
water supply should be available for the development site if
needed. If other water usage for the development exceeds 50,000
gallons per day from ground or surface waters, a Consumptive
Water Diversion Permit will be required. A general permit is also
available for withdrawals of up to 250,000 gpd should all general
permit eligibility requirements and conditions be met.

Effect on flooding, in-stream flows,
erosion or sedimentation;

A portion of the site appears to be located within the special flood
zone with reduced risk by levee system.

The DECD/appropriate State Agency will work with the client and
DEEP’s Land and Water Resources Division to submit and comply
with DEEP’s Flood Management Certification program.

Disruption or alteration of an
historic, archeological, cultural, or
recreational building, object,
district, site or its surroundings; A.
Alteration of an historic building,
district, structure, object, or its
setting; OR B. Disruption of an
archeological or sacred site;

The project is currently under review by the State Historic
Preservation Office and any identified historic loss will be subject
to mitigation measures as determined by the State Historic
Preservation Office prior to the commencement of proposed work.

Effect on natural communities and
upon critical plant and animal
species and their habitat;
interference with the movement of
any resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species;

According to the DEEP comments, proper stormwater
management BMPs, incorporation of green infrastructure where
feasible, and considering features such as rooftop and rain gardens
are strongly encouraged and would benefit the area.
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Use of pesticides, toxic or
hazardous materials or any other
substance in such quantities as to
cause unreasonable adverse effects
on the environment;

Per the DEEP comments, any soil that is encountered during site
work should be properly characterized to determine if the soil can
be reused or if it would need to be sent to a facility.

Substantial aesthetic or visual
effects;

The project is not expected to cause substantial aesthetic or visual
impacts to the area. Impacts will be managed through the local
planning and zoning process.

Inconsistency with: (A) the policies
of the State C&D Plan, developed in
accordance with section 16a-30 of
the CGS; (B) other relevant state
agency plans; and (C) applicable
regional or municipal land use
plans;

The proposed project is consistent with the State 2025-2030 C&D
Plan Guiding Principles and Visions.

Disruption or division of an
established community or
inconsistency with adopted
municipal and regional plans,
including impacts on existing
housing where sections 22a- 1b(c)
and 8-37t of the CGS require
additional analysis;

The site has been vacant since 2008. Disruptions of existing
communities and municipal/regional plans are not anticipated.

Displacement or addition of
substantial numbers of people;

Site is vacant. No direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts are
anticipated.

Substantial increase in congestion
(traffic, recreational, other);

Any potential impacts will be managed through local planning and
zoning approval processes to adopt best management practices to
reduce congestion during design, permitting, construction and
operational phase of the project.

A substantial increase in the type
or rate of energy use as a direct or
indirect result of the action;

There will potentially be an increase in energy use during
construction and after completion of the development since the
site is currently vacant. Impacts will be mitigated during
permitting and design of project.

The creation of a hazard to human
health or safety;

No creation of hazards. The proposed action, remediation of the
site, will reduce risk associated with existing impacts that have
been identified at the site as the result of historical construction
practices.

Effect on air quality;

Any potential impact will be addressed by adopting best
management practices to reduce potential air quality impacts.

Effect on ambient noise levels;

There will potentially be an increase in ambient noise during
construction and after completion of the development since the
site is currently vacant. Impacts will be mitigated during
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permitting and design of project. The effects on ambient noise will
be evaluated through the local planning & zoning process.

Effect on existing land resources
and landscapes, including coastal
and inland wetlands;

No anticipated effect on existing land resources and landscapes.
The land is currently developed and will be reused following the
completion of this project. The site is not located on a coastal or
inland wetland.

Effect on agricultural resources;

No direct, indirect, or cumulative adverse effects to agricultural
resources are anticipated.

Adequacy of existing or proposed
utilities and infrastructure;

The installation/improvement to site utilities are anticipated. All
site utilities will be approved by the municipality, local or state
level agencies and best practices will be incorporated during site
construction and site redevelopment.

Effect on greenhouse gas emissions
as a direct or indirect result of the
action;

Potential impacts will be mitigated by adopting best management
practices during design and construction.

Effect of a changing climate on the
action, including any resiliency
measures incorporated into the
action;

The proposed project/action is demolition and abatement.
Potential resiliency measures will be addressed during the design
and construction.

Any other substantial effects on
natural, cultural, recreational, or
scenic resources.

No other direct, indirect, or cumulative adverse effects to natural,
cultural, recreation, or scenic resources are anticipated.

Cumulative effects.

The project is expected to improve site conditions and the area.

PART V - List of Required Permits, Approvals and/or Certifications Identified at the

Time of this Review

State of CT - Department of Public Health - Asbestos Abatement Notification

Based on the information provided, it cannot be determined if fill is proposed in Waters of the U.S. A
state and federal wetland delineation will be required if fill is proposed in Waters of the U.S. Wetlands
and Watercourses should be clearly field delineated by a qualified soil scientist. If work is being
proposed in a wetland or watercourse (crossings, fill, structures, culverts etc.), contact the Army Corps
of Engineers to determine if it is within their jurisdiction.
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Based on the information provided, it cannot be determined if fill is proposed in Waters of the U.S. A
state and federal wetland delineation will be required if fill is proposed in Waters of the U.S. For a pre-
application meeting, contact: Darcy.winther@ct.gov

If between one and five acres of disturbance and approved at the local level, not required to register
with DEEP. Projects exempt from local permitting (conducted by government authorities) disturbing
over one acre must submit a registration form and Stormwater Pollution Control Plan to DEEP at least
60-90 days, as identified by the permit, prior to initiating construction.

PART VI — Sponsoring Agency Comments and Recommendations

After examining any potential environmental impacts and reviewing all comments received, DECD has
concluded that the preparation of an Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE) is not warranted.

PART VII - Public Comments and Sponsoring Agency Responses:

The CT Dept. of Energy and Environmental Protection (CT DEEP) has provided comments (see attached
comments). No other public comments were provided during scoping notice.
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Connecticut
_am Department of Energy & portal.ct.gov/DEEP
== Environmental Protection

To: Gregory Ambros, DECD

From: Laschone Garrison
Telephone: 860-424-3401

Email: Laschone.P.Garrison@ct.gov

Date: 9/4/2025

Subject: Scoping for Former Windsor Street Data Center

The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) has received the Notice of
Scoping for the Former Windsor Street Data Center. The proposed address for the project is 150
Windsor Street, Hartford, CT 06120. The Downtown North (DONO) Redevelopment Project in the
downtown north area surrounding Dunkin Park consists of Parcels A-D. The first phase of the
project “Parcel C” now known as “The Pennant,” was completed in early 2024, and consists of
220 units of apartment units and a parking garage. The second phase “Parcel B,” is currently
under construction and will consist of 500 apartment units, ground level commercial space, and
a parking garage. Parcel A is still in the planning phase. “Parcel D,” will be the next site to be
redeveloped.

The City of Hartford will be using $8,400,000 in state grants for the demolition and abatement of
the existing structure at the 2.95-acre, City owned site at 150 Windsor Street, Hartford, CT (Parcel
D). The site has served as an office building and data center since 1968, with previous uses as a
storage facility and commercial space housing several banks and financial institutions. These
remediation efforts will enable the redevelopment of the site for mixed uses including hotel
construction, commercial space, and public usage.

The following comments are submitted in response to the scoping requirements of the
Connecticut Environmental Policy Act. Scoping is the gathering and analysis of information that
a state agency will use to establish the scope of environmental review of a proposed project.
Scoping is done in the early planning stages of a project and DEEP is a commenting agency.
Contact information is included as well as any necessary links to DEEP’s webpages.

1. Effect on water quality, including surface water and groundwater.

Melissa Fahnestock, Water Planning and Management Division, Melissa.Fahnestock@ct.gov

The proposed construction site is not located in an Aquifer Protection Area or a parcel prioritized
for source water protection as shown on the Parcel Prioritization for Source Water Protection
Viewer. The site is located in an area of glacial meltwater deposits as shown on the CT Surficial

79 Elm Street An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer
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Aquifer Potential Map, but these fine-grained deposits have a low potential yield. This area is not
a current source and is not likely a future source for groundwater. There are no concerns related
to the Aquifer Protection Area Program.

Melissa Mostowy, Water Planning and Management Division, Melissa.Mostowy@ct.gov

The proposed project is located within the Metropolitan District Commission’s (MDC) service
area, so public water supply should be available for the development site if needed. If other water
usage for the development exceeds 50,000 gallons per day from ground or surface waters, a
Consumptive Water Diversion Permit will be required. A general permit is also available for
withdrawals of up to 250,000 gpd should all general permit eligibility requirements and
conditions be met.

Marlene Krajewski, Water Planning and Management Division, Marlene.Krajewski@ct.gov

The proposed project is located approximately 0.2 miles west of the Connecticut River, which is
an impaired waterbody due to elevated bacteria levels, with a Total Maximum Daily Load plan
that identifies stormwater runoff due to increased impervious surfaces as a potential source of
bacteria. Proper management of stormwater and sediment should be taken during remediation
efforts, to prevent contributing to further impairments of the Connecticut River.

2. Effect on flooding, in-stream flows, erosion, or sedimentation.

Darcy Winther, Land and Water Resources Division, Darcy.Winther@ct.gov

Flood Management Certification: - If proposed activities are being funded or conducted by a
state agency AND are being conducted within a FEMA designated floodplain, the applicant should
consult with the DEEP’s Land and Water Resources Division for information on how to comply
with the States Flood Management Statutes and Regulations. For information on identifying if
the site is in a flood zone, please see FEMA’s website: FEMA Flood Map Service Center. For
information on Flood Management Certification, please see DEEP’s website: Flood Management
Certification Fact Sheet.

3. Effect on natural communities and upon critical plant and animal species and their habitat;
interference with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species.

Shalyn Zappulla, Fisheries Division, Shalyn.Zappulla@ct.gov

There are no aquatic resources at this site, however, this project site’s closest parcel (D) lies less
than % mile from the CT River. There is a TMDL established for this portion of the CT River (from
Mass border to Cromwell) due to elevated bacteria levels. Roughly % of the CT River watershed
at the subregional scale within CT consists of a land use characterized as urban (CT DEEP 2012),
and impervious surface coverage is high at this project site and the surrounding area. As
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impervious surfaces (such as rooftops, roads, and sidewalks) increase within the watershed
landscape from commercial, residential, and industrial development, the amount of stormwater
runoff to surface waters also increases. These waters are negatively affected as increased
pollutants from nutrients and bacteria from failing and insufficient septic systems, oil and grease
from automobiles, and sediment from construction activities become entrained in this runoff (CT
DEEP 2012).

Proper stormwater management BMPs, incorporation of green infrastructure where feasible,
and considering features such as rooftop and rain gardens are strongly encouraged and would
benefit the area. Ideally, impervious cover should be less upon the completion of this project
than it was before.

CT DEEP. 2012. Connecticut River Watershed TMDL. CT Statewide Bacteria TMDL

Robin Blum, Wildlife Division NDDB Program, Robin.Blum@ct.gov

There are no known populations of state listed species in the vicinity of this project site and
negative impacts are not expected. This comment is applicable only to state listed species and
does not address potential impacts to more common wildlife species.

4. Use of pesticides, toxic or hazardous materials or any other substance in such quantities as
to cause unreasonable adverse effects on the environment.

Ryan Mowrey, Remediation Division, Ryan.Mowrey@ct.gov

Very little environmental information is known for the 150 Windsor Street site post 2015, but
according to records there is the potential for ETHP, VOC, SVOC, and metal contaminated soil
being present under the building. Any soil that is encountered during site work should be properly
characterized to determine if the soil can be reused or if it would need to be sent to a facility.

5. A substantial increase in the type or rate of energy use as a direct or indirect result of the
action.

No comments submitted at this time.

6. Effect on air quality.

No comments submitted at this time.

7. Effect on existing land resources and landscapes, including coastal and inland wetlands.

No comments submitted at this time.
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8. Adequacy of existing or proposed utilities and infrastructure.

No comments submitted at this time.

9. Effect on greenhouse gas emissions as a direct or indirect result of the action.
No comments submitted at this time.

10. Effect of a changing climate on the action, including any resiliency measures incorporated
into the action.

No comments submitted at this time.

11. Additional Comments/ Concerns:

Allison Forrest-Laiuppa, ERSPD, Allison.Forrest-Laiuppa@ct.gov

The PCB Program does not have any records of this facility within their database. While there are
no regulations requiring the investigation of building materials, the DEEP’s PCB Program
recommends an investigation of building materials due to the potential age of the building being
demolished (~1960 or earlier). LUST has a Spill Report (1993-03829) associated with an UST test
failure for which no soil impacts were found.

(https://filings.deep.ct.gov/DEEPDocumentSearchPortal/Home/DisplayPDF?DoclD={F29AE561-
F739-432E-A6E3-07D1E72F79DA}).

List of permits:

Federal Section 404 Clean Water Act, Inland, Water Quality Certification (WQC)

1 Required for this project.

Based on the information provided, it cannot be determined if fill is proposed in Waters of the
U.S. A state and federal wetland delineation will be required if fill is proposed in Waters of the
U.S. Wetlands and Watercourses should be clearly field delineated by a qualified soil scientist. If
work is being proposed in a wetland or watercourse (crossings, fill, structures, culverts etc.),
contact the Army Corps of Engineers to determine if it is within their jurisdiction.

L] Not required.

State 401 Water Quality Permit

L] Required. (if a federal 404 WQC is required, a state 401 is also required because the programs
are tied together)

Based on the information provided, it cannot be determined if fill is proposed in Waters of the
U.S. A state and federal wetland delineation will be required if fill is proposed in Waters of the
U.S. For a pre-application meeting, contact: Darcy.winther@ct.gov

L] Not required.



mailto:allison.forrest-laiuppa@ct.gov
https://filings.deep.ct.gov/DEEPDocumentSearchPortal/Home/DisplayPDF?DocID=%7bF29AE561-F739-432E-A6E3-07D1E72F79DA%7d
https://filings.deep.ct.gov/DEEPDocumentSearchPortal/Home/DisplayPDF?DocID=%7bF29AE561-F739-432E-A6E3-07D1E72F79DA%7d
https://www.nae.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx
mailto:Darcy.winther@ct.gov

General Permit for Stormwater and Dewatering Wastewaters from Construction Activities
(Construction Stormwater GP). Note: Without detailed plans, several options might be
checked, please review these options to determine which is applicable for the project.

If between one and five acres of disturbance and approved at the local level, not required to
register with DEEP.

L] If five or more acres of disturbance and approved at the local level, must complete registration
form and Stormwater Pollution Control Pan to DEEP at least 60 days prior to the initiation of
construction. Registrations shall include a certification by the Qualified Professional who
designed the project and a certification by a Qualified Professional or regional Conservation
District who reviewed the SWPCP and deemed it consistent with the requirements of the general
permit. In addition to measures such as erosion and sediment controls and post-construction
stormwater management, the SWPCP must include a schedule for plan implementation and
routine inspections. For further information, contact the division at 860-424-3025 or
DEEP.StormwaterStaff@ct.gov

Projects exempt from local permitting (conducted by government authorities) disturbing over
one acre must submit a registration form and Stormwater Pollution Control Plan to DEEP at least
60-90 days, as identified by the permit, prior to initiating construction.

The Construction Stormwater General Permit registrations must be filed electronically through
DEEP’s ezFile Portal. Additional information can be found online at: Construction Stormwater GP.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. These comments are based on the reviews
provided by relevant staff and offices within DEEP during the designated comment period. They
may not represent all applicable programs within DEEP. Feel free to contact me if you have any
questions concerning these comments.

cc: Eric Hammerling, Office Director, DEEP/ERSI
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https://filings.deep.ct.gov/DEEPPortal/
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