


Minority Business Initiative Advisory Board
October Meeting Minutes
Thursday, October 17, 2024
1:00 PM – 2:30 PM
Remotely Held by Teams Meeting Software
Hartford CT, Connecticut
Attendance
[bookmark: _Hlk102472439]Board Members Present: Howard Hill, Avery Gaddis, Roberta Hoskie and Doug McCrory, George Mathanool, Pedro Soto.
Quorum: Yes
DECD Staff Present: Deputy Commissioner Paul O. Robertson, George Norfleet, Sheila Hummel, Alvetta Spencer, and Kerron Vernon
Welcome and Introductions:
Howard Hill welcomed the group and opened the meeting at 11:09 p.m.

Minutes:
Approved September meeting minutes.
Key Discussions:
· SHEBA Program: Clarified that $3 million is held by Headco for grants, with $963,719 disbursed so far.
· COVID Forgivable Loans: Updates on loan distribution during COVID, totaling $5 million.
· Startups Support: MBI has issued grants and loans to startups (businesses with less than two years of operation)
BIDCO Overview:
· Status and function explained, emphasizing their non-competitive, complementary role to BOOST programs.
Future Focus:
· Board discussed addressing gaps in housing, childcare, and state procurement processes.
· Emphasis on using data from the disparity study to guide new initiatives.
Action Items:
· Plan a facilitated session to align on MBI’s expanded focus.
· Review disparity study findings prior to the session.
· Develop subcommittees to collaborate with key state agencies.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned with a motion from Paul O. Robertson at approximately 2:15 PM.
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