


     Minority Business Initiative Advisory Board
July Meeting Minutes
July 22, 2021
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM
Remotely Held by Teams Meeting Software
Hartford CT, Connecticut
Attendance
· Board Members Present: Howard Hill, David Lehman, Leticia Colon de Mejias, Roberta Hoskie; George Mathanool, Pedro Soto, Doug McCrory, Avery Gaddis
· Members Absent:  None
· Quorum: Yes
· DECD Staff Present: Toni Karnes and Sheila Hummel
Welcome and Introductions:
Commissioner Lehman welcomed the group and opened the meeting at 1:05 PM

Minutes:
The Board voted to accept the June minutes.  

Next Steps for Minority Contracting Working Group:  Toni Karnes advised that Dr. Fred McKinney had resigned from the Board and that his presence would be missed.  She noted the Working Group would need to reassemble to strategize on next steps.

Economic Development Summit Proposal Overview:
Ms. Anne Marie Knight of BBA provided the Board with an overview of the planning has that has taken place thus far.  She stated that the conference would be now held on 12/10/21 as a one-day affair.  She noted that the conference would be a hybrid of both in-person and virtual activities.  She noted the prosed series of presenters and sponsors they would try to secure as the total cost would be over the $100,000 that the Board had originally voted on.  After some discussion, David Lehman suggested that the topic be tabled and reviewed at the September meeting.

BBA Interim Review Presentation:
Ms. Anne Marie Knight of BBA provided the Board with an overview of the outreach and technical assistance services provided by BBA under their contract.  She noted that the BBA was requesting an additional $200,000 to continue operations.  After some discussion, David Lehman suggested that Toni Karnes make sure that everyone has the interim report to review, and an email vote occur within the next week to finalize if the Board will move forward with providing.  The email vote was held, and the results were: 7 yes and 1 abstention.

Financial Report:

Sheila Hummel reviewed the Financial Report noting the balances remaining to be invested.  She advised the Board that representatives of HEDCO would be attending the August meeting to address underwriting issues.  Subsequent discussion ensued and the report was accepted.
 
Other Business:  None

Adjourn:
Howard Hill asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed and meeting was adjourned at 2:06 PM.
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