


     Minority Business Initiative Advisory Board
August Meeting Minutes
Thursday, August 19, 2021
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM
Remotely Held by Teams Meeting Software
Hartford CT, Connecticut
Attendance
· Board Members Present: Howard Hill, Glendowlyn Thames, Leticia Colon de Mejias, Roberta Hoskie; George Mathanool, Avery Gaddis
· Members Absent:  David Lehman, Pedro Soto and Doug McCrory
· Other Attendees : Anne-Mari Knight , Kim Hawkins and Wayne Benjamin 
· Quorum: Yes
· DECD Staff Present: Toni Karnes, Sheila Hummel and  Ed Bona
Welcome and Introductions:
Deputy Commissioner Thames welcomed the group and opened the meeting at 1:10 PM

Minutes:
The Board voting on July’s minutes postponed until September meeting.   

Economic Development Summit Update:
Ms. Anne Marie Knight of BBA provided the Board with an update on the Economic Summit and requested the Summit date should move  back to spring of 2022 due to COVID-19.  She also requested that the voting on the Summit  budget  be moved to the  September meeting.

HEDCO Underwriting Process Presentation:
Ms. Kim Hawkins, HEDCO Executive Director provided the Board with an overall underwriting process from loan intake to approval/denial for the MBRLF.

Financial Report

Sheila Hummel presented the Financial Report for the MBI funding. The report was accepted.
 
Other Business:  George Mathanool wanted more financial information and if a detailed financial report can made available on a quarterly bases to board members. There was suggestion that such reporting would require amending DECD agreements with HEDCO, MCC and BBA, Deputy Commissioner Thames suggested that DECD hold internal discussions in order to come up with best way forward.

Ed Bona Introduction:
Toni Karnes introduced Ed Bona as her interim replacement since this was her last meeting before her retirement from State service.

Farewell to Toni Karnes:
All the board members expressed their farewell messages and their appreciation of all the good work Toni contributed to the MBI Board  and minority owned business throughout CT

Adjourn:
Deputy Commissioner Thames asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed and meeting was adjourned at 1:56 PM.
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