

Manufacturing Innovation Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes
Department of Economic and Community Development
December 7, 2021
10:30 AM -12:00 PM
via Teams Meeting


Attendance
· Board Members Present:  Colin Cooper, Mike Rocheleau, Beverlee Dacey, Chris DiPentima, Don Balducci
· Board Members Absent:  Kelli Vallieres, Shane Eddy, Emir Redzic, John Zoldy
· Quorum:  Yes
· Stakeholders & Guests:  Bernice Zampano (DOL), Ron Angelo (CCAT), Paul Striebel (CCAT), John Glidden (CCAT), Mary Bidwell (CSCU), Mike Stimson (CONNSTEP), Mark Burzynski (Arthur G. Russell Co. Inc.), Robert Schmitt (CT Green Bank), Christina Tsitso (CT Green Bank), Jim Frawley (Adams & Knight), Callyn Criebe (Robinson & Cole), Marc Fitch (Yankee Institute)
· DECD Staff:  Carmen Molina-Rios, Michelle Hall, Beth Trenchard



Welcome & Introductions
Colin Cooper opened the meeting at 10:36 AM.  

Minutes (Vote)
Mike Rocheleau moved to have the October 5, 2021 meeting minutes approved.  Chris DiPentima seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Annual Report
Jim Frawley from Adams & Knight provided an overview of the 2021 Manufacturing Innovation Fund (MIF) Annual Report, including the several cover photo options.  Colin Cooper asked the Board members to provide any comments/input as soon as possible in order to meet the calendar year end deadline.



Portfolio
Colin Cooper provided a funding status of the major programs and administrative expenditures.  There were no new expenditures to report.


Energy on the Line Program (Vote)
Robert Schmitt from CT Green Bank presented an update on the status of the Energy on the Line program.  Approximately $161,000 is currently unobligated.  The current pipeline includes:
· 5 applications for C-PACE financing are currently under review, representing as much as $150,679 in Energy on the Line grants.
· 16 additional manufacturing leads are at various stages of project development.

Mr. Schmitt requested a no-cost extension to allow for full expenditure of funds.
A discussion ensued among Board members.  As a result of the discussion, the following was voted upon: 

Approval to provide a one year no-cost extension to 12/31/22 to allow full expenditure of funding for the Energy on the Line program.  

Mike Rocheleau motioned and Chris DiPentima seconded. The motion passed unanimously.


Update on New Initiatives
Colin Cooper provided an update on the status of the six new initiatives approved at the October meeting.  The proposed initiatives are:  Engineering Interns; Digital Transformation/Cyber Security Roadmaps; CT Innovators/CT Manufacturers; Hearts & Minds Advertising Campaign; Manufacturing Website and Regional Career Fairs.	

Mr. Cooper noted that final approvals for each initiative are be subject to the Board voting on the funding amount, program administrator and Program Procedures & Guidelines. A discussion ensued among Board members.   

Chief Manufacturing Officer Transition
Colin Cooper informed the Board that he has reached the end of his two-year commitment as the state’s Chief Manufacturing Officer and the Governor will be appointing a new person in the next month.  Colin will work with the new individual during the transition period. 

Meeting Adjournment
Colin Cooper requested a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Beverlee Dacey moved the motion and Chris DiPentima seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Cooper closed the meeting at 12:06 PM
