STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

CONNECTICUT REAL ESTATE COMMISSION
JANUARY 2006 MINUTES

165 CAPITOL AVENUE

HARTFORD, CT 06106

The Connecticut Real Estate Commission convened on Wednesday, January 4, 2006, at 9:25 a.m. in Room 126 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Commissioners Present:
Bruce H. Cagenello, Chairman 
(Broker - 1st District)





Joseph B. Castonguay, 

(Broker – 2nd District)





Marilyn Keating


(Salesperson – 5th District)





Lana K. Ogrodnik


(Broker – 5th District)





Joseph H. Kronen


(Public Member – 1st District)




Theodore F. Ellis


(Public Member- 3rd District)
Commissioners Absent:
Barbara Thompson


(Salesperson – 3rd District)

Commission Vacancy:
Salesperson (1)

Public Member (1)
DCP Staff present:

Nelson Leon, Commssion Secretary, 

Occupational/Professional Licensing Division




Sallie Pinkney, Commission Secretary

Occupational/Professional Licensing Division





Laureen Rubino, License Service Division

Public Present:

Laurence Hannifin




John Sable





John R. Morgan

A special meeting of this Commission is schedule for Wednesday, February 1, 2006, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 126.  As called for by Chairperson Cagenello.
Note:
The administrative functions of this Commission are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information please call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director and Real Estate Commission Administrator, at (860) 713-6135

MINUTES:
The September 15, October 5, and November 2, 2005 Real Estate Commission Minutes were reviewed, some changes made.

1. September minutes were revised to reflect the following:

a.
Page 2, 3rd paragraph, 4th sentence should read:

Attorney Ponanski further informed the Commission concerning the special conditions ordered by the court which consist of four months of incarceration, two months of supervised (previously read advice) release, two hundred hours of community service, the defendant to prepare a code ethics due to the court on or before February 2, 2005, and a fine in the amount of $50,000.00.

b.
page 3., 3rd paragraph, In the case of Richard E. Maloney was voted to move to next meeting February 14, 2006 (When will he have the complaint log for the commission?)
c.
page 6, 2nd paragraph , In the case of Jerry Padula was voted to move to next meeting due to lack of information. What he prepared, and 1 item went forward to the legislation and Commissioner Cagenello would like to know what was written in the actual bill that he proposed.
d. 
page 8, Old Business, #2  advertising under 2 licensees  Loreen Rubino will get more information and present at next meeting. Voted to move to the next meeting.

2. October minutes were revised to reflect the following:

a. The 2006 Legislative Proposals, Commissioner Cagenello stated that the legislative proposal is misleading and was not a clear summary , he shared copies of emails and would like them to be part of the minutes for today
b. Daniel Speduto, Broker/Owner – the outcome will be discussed at the next meeting after Lareen Rubino get details from Joan, Real Examiner. (February’s Agenda).  Com Cagenello would like to know the out come.
c. Page 3, 1st paragraph, Real Estate Instructor Seminar.  It was determined that the school should maintain the Student Rights notice, and the student should get a copy of the notice on the same day the notice was signed.

d. Ms. Rubino stressed the necessity of guidelines around waivers for class room instructors 

e. Com. Cagenello without objection state that Instructor of CE course get credit for that CE course that they teach toward their own continuing education.
3. November minutes were revised to reflect the following:

a. Cancellation of December 7, 2005 Real Estate Meeting, should also reflect that the meeting was canceled to allow the Recording Secretary to become current in his other task.

b. Requesting to appear before The Real Estate Commission  
c. State of CT Agency Legislative Proposal for 2006, there was one Item proposed from the list of Real Estate Legislation. 
d. Miscellaneous, #2 the word correspondence should be changed to CD.

Commissioner Joseph Kronen made a motion to approve the September, October & November Minutes.

Commissioner Lana Ogrodnik seconded the motion.  No objections were made. Commissioners Kronen and Ellis Obstained. 
New Real Estate Commission Member
Thedore F. Ellis, Esquire of 255 Thimble Island Road, Branford, CT 06405 was sworn in by Elisa Niahas prior to the meeting.  Mr. Ellis will serve as a Public Member representing the 3rd Congressional District.
Commission Member Resignation
Commissioner Kronen motion to accepted the resignation of David w. Fitzpatrick.

The motion was unanimously accepted, and a farewell letter will be sent to Mr. Fitzpatrick from the Real Estate Commission Board.

Commission Discussion
1. Commissioner  Kronen stated other Commission have express their concerns with the operation of the commission and the lack of support from the DCP staff.

2. The commission discuss the concern of late items added to the agenda, and the problem with the public not having the opportunity to know what will be discuss at the meeting.
3. Commissioner Kronen motion to request a special meeting with DCP Commissioner Rodriquez to discuss Concerns, and General Business.  The Commission Members voted unanimously.
4. The Commission would like a list of monthly Real Estate complaint reports on any open cases or the outcome of any close cases, presented by the Trade Practice Division.
5. The Commission would like a copy of an Organizational Chart of the Real Estate Department 

Consent Agreements
1. Sandi M. Stanhope Docket 2005-6706 waived her rights to a compliance hearing signed a consent agreement and paid $1,500., for practicing Real Estate Sales without a Real Estate license. Commissioner Kronen motion to accept, Commissioner Ogrodnik 2nd, and the motion was unanimously approved.
2. The Real Estate Broker of Sandi M. Stanhope, C. A. White, Inc. waive his rights to a compliance hearing, signed a consent agreement, and paid penalty of $1,500 for his salesperson practicing without a license.  Commissioner Kronen motion to accept, Commissioner Castonguay 2nd, and the motion was unanimously approved.

Equivalency Real Estate Brokers & Salesperson Application
Com. Kronen Motion to add the following to the agenda, Com. Ogrodnik 2nd: and all were approved, and voted unanimously.

Brokers:
1.  Edward M. Jordan 

(approved to take the CT Brokers’ exam)

2.  Mammon, Richard

(approved to take the CT Brokers’ exam)

3.  Russo, Joseph C.

(approved to take the CT Brokers’ exam)

Salesperson:

1. Drakos, Marilou 

(approved for state portion of CT salesperson exam) 

2. Hughes, Michele D. 

(approved for both portion of CT salesperson exam)

3. Jaffe, Sharon


(approved for both portion of CT salesperson exam)

4. Mount, Melissa

(approved for state portion of CT salesperson exam)

5. Rodriquez-Bahjat, Silvia
(approved for state portion of CT salesperson exam)

6. Romano, Aaron J.

(approved for state portion of CT salesperson exam)

7. Trager, Debi-Lyn

(approved for state portion of CT salesperson exam)

8. Zahner, Carla I.

(approved for both portion of CT salesperson exam)

9. Zeghibe, Amelia T.

(approved for both portion of CT salesperson exam)

Continuing Education Waiver Requests
1. Jean Gilson’s request for six hours of continuing education was approved

Com. Kronen motioned to approved and Com. Castonguay 2nd, and the vote carried unanimously. 
2. D. William Owens, Jr. request for continuing education was placed on hold. Questions & concerns needed to be address. 
a. How many waivers has he received in the past

b. Date of his Last Continuing Ed. Course
c. Number of Sales Staff in the company
Com. Kronen motioned to postpone until more information is provided, Com Ogrodnik 2nd , and the vote carried unanimously.

3. Nancy Heavin’s request for a waiver for her continuing education requirement was approved.  

Com. Kronen motioned to approve. Com. Castonguay 2nd, and the vote carried unanimously.

4. The Commission determined that an instructor teaching 60 hours of Principle & Practices only get 12 hours, and anyone teaching specific 3 hour courses only get 3 hrs of CE no matter how many times they teach, and it must be signed by the school administrator, and must be done within the yearly cycle. 

Equivalent Continuing Education Credit Requests
1. Michael T. O’Herlihy’s request for equivalent education credit was approved.  

Com. Kronen motioned to approve.  Com. Ogrodnik 2nd, and the vote carried unanimously.
2. Laurence L. Hannafin’s request for equivalent education credit was approved. 

Com. Kronen motioned to approve 12 hours of CE.  Com. Castonguay 2nd, and the carried 
unanimously. 
3. Christopher Italia’s request for equivalent education credit was approved

Com. Kronen motioned to approve. Com. Ogrodnik 2nd, and the vote carried unanimously
Correspondence 
1. Bunny Kyle’s request for a student who attends a course at a particular school be allowed to make up education hours of the same course at a different location, as long as it is the same course and given by the same instructor.  
Com. Kronen motioned to approve, providing it is the same school, and denied if it is a different school.  Com. Gastonguay 2nd, and the vote carried unanimously.
2. Com. Kronen motioned to approved The Monthly Status Report of the Real Estate Guaranty Fund that was submitted to the commission, Com. Ogrodnik 2nd, and the vote carried unanimously
3. Course Content Regarding brokers license education Com Cagenello without objection tabled this item until next Real Estate Commission Meeting (February 14, 2006).

4. Discussion of deposit retention by brokers on aborted sales and liquidated damages.  If the Buyer default in a sale, deposit monies should go to the seller according to sec 20 328-8A. page 40 of the State of CT Real Estate Law and Regulations manual. 

5. 2006 schedule for Board – Commissioner Cagenello stress concern regarding the change in the Real Estate Schedule with the meetings being held every other month. Does it make sense to meet every month?  
Com. Kronen motioned that the commission meet every month, Com. Castonguay 2nd  , and the vote carried unanimously.  Chaiman Cagenello will discuss this matter with Commissioner Rodriquez, Department of Consumer Protection.
Miscellaneous:
1. John Morgan presented information for approval of a Real Estate Exam Outline created by Morgan Testing Services.  Commission requests Department of Consumer Protection review submittal from John Morgan.. 
2. It was suggested by Com. Kronen that the staff purchased a gavel for Chairman Cagenello so that he can properly run the meeting.
Adjournment:
Com. Kronen motioned to adjourn to proceedings, Com. Castonguay 2nd , and the vote carried unanimously.  The meeting concluded at 12:25 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Salle Pinkney, Commission Secretary

Occupational Professional Licensing Division

Real Estate Commission Meeting of January, 2006


