
STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

SEPTEMBER 2004 MINUTES

STATE ELECTRICAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD
The meeting of September 10, 2004 was called to order by Laurence A. Vallieres, Chairman, at 8:31 a.m. in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.

Members Present:

Laurence A. Vallieres, Contractor, Chairman

Ronald Bish, Contractor

Beverly A. Ceuch, Journeyperson

Jack B. Halpert, Public Member


Kenneth B. Leech, Journeyman

Michael Muthersbaugh, Electronic Technician


Douglas A. Reid, Journeyman


Raymond A. Turri, Contractor

Members Absent: 
Roger L. Johnson, Jr., Journeyman

Member Vacancy:
This Board currently has the following vacancies:
Three (3) Public Members, One (1) Contractor
Board Counsel Present:
None
DCP Staff Present:

Jerry Farrell, Deputy Commissioner, Dept. of Consumer Protection





Richard Hurlburt, Director of Occ./Pro. Licensing Division




Robert Kuzmich, Acting Electrical Board Secretary




Anthony Santoro, DCP Administrative Attorney





France Lee, Paralegal





David Crevier, Occ/Pro Enforcement Inspector

Others Present:

Robert Tworkowski, Electrical Contractor




Joe Conte




Stephen Nagy




Mary Ellen Dombrowski, Executive Director, IEC-NE





Rob Walsh, Network Installation Service





John Arsenault, Sales Representative, General Insulation Co.





Rick Foster, RCCD, Communications Infrastructure Group

The next regular meeting of this Board is scheduled for Friday, October 8, 2004 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 117.
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information, call Director Richard M. Hurlburt at (860) 713-6135.

Review of the Electrical Board Minutes:

1.
Review of the July 9, 2004 and July 15, 2004 Minutes.


Board Member Raymond Turri made a motion to approve the July 9, 2004 meeting Minutes and the July 15, 2004 meeting Minutes.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Jack Halpert.  The motion carried unanimously.


Appearing Before the Board Today:

1.
Joseph Conte:

Mr. Conte requested to appear before the board in an effort to obtain an electrical license based on his long-time experience.  Mr. Conte presented his history and family background and explained that he failed the electrical examination several times.  His last failed attempt occurred in 1995.  Chairman Vallieres recalled that Mr. Conte had appeared before the board a few years back with the same issues and upon hearing Mr. Conte’s information today the board was concerned to learn that Mr. Conte was continuing to work as an unlicensed electrician, though he had been warned by the electrical board in the past to cease and desist any electrical activity.  The board explained that they are bound by Connecticut laws and cannot authorize a license without the applicant successfully passing the state test.  They recommended that Mr. Conte take classes, study, and continue to retest.  Furthermore, they strongly recommended that Mr. Conte work for a Connecticut licensed contractor.
2.
Rick Foster and John Arsenault:


Mr. Foster and Mr. Arsenault requested to appear before the board to discuss continuing education requirements for low voltage types “T”, “C” and “L” licenses.


Mr. Foster and Mr. Arsenault offered the board their assistance and expertise with low voltage course material for continuing education by working with approved instructors in teaching firestopping techniques, standards and requirements.

Chairman Vallieres addressed the board saying that currently limited licenses do not have an established outline or criteria.

The board did not reject this proposal.
Comments or Concerns of Any Person Present Today:

1.
Stephen Nagy:


Mr. Nagy was denied to sit for the L6 examination due to not submitting a notarized statement from his employer.  The board asked Mr. Nagy to go back to his employer to obtain the required notarized statement and submit it along with his L6 application and other required paperwork indicated on the application.  If by chance he is unable to obtain a letter from his employer, he is to indicate what efforts he underwent in trying to do so.  The board explained that the application will be reviewed again and he will be notified of the results.
2.
Mary Ellen Dombrowski:

Ms Dombrowski appeared before the board to submit a draft entitled “Continued Education for Electricians 2004-2005 Laws and Standards Section (For All Electrical License Holders) Total Time = 3 Hours” and a handout as it pertains to low voltage continuing education curriculum.


The board agreed that the outline was well done.  Chairman Vallieres suggested a special meeting or a subcommittee to review all incoming curriculum.  Board Members Beverly Ceuch and Douglas Reid volunteered to participate on the subcommittee.

Applicants for Licensure Examination:
1.
Mark N. Jeffers of Bristol, CT

Applying for a C-5 license


Request for waiver of the two year requirement


Board Member Raymond Turri made a motion to deny this application due to lack of experience.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh.  The motion carried 6-2.  Board Members Douglas Reid and Beverly Ceuch did not oppose the vote but did not agree to have the board issue a license at this time.  They would have liked additional information.
Applicants for Licensure Appearing in Person:  None

CHRO Applicants for Licensure:  None

Prior CHRO Applicants for Licensure Pending Decision:  None

CHRO Renewal of Licensure:  None

Prior CHRO Request for Renewal of Licensure Pending Decision:  None

CHRO Request for Reinstatement of Licensure:  None

Prior CHRO Request for Reinstatement of Licensure Pending Decision:  None

Request for Reconsideration:  None

Request to Suspend:  None

Stipulation and Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Orders:

Stipulation Containing Consent Order(s):  None

Stipulation Containing Consent Order(s) Previously Heard:  None

​

Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Order(s):  None

Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Order(s) Previously Heard:  None

Notice of Continuance:  None

Request to Dismiss and Request to Dismiss Without Prejudice: 

Request to Dismiss:  None

Request to Dismiss without Prejudice:  None

Request to Revise:  None

Request to Reopen:  None

Review of PSI Examination Results:

The Board reviewed the PSI Examination results covering dates August 1, 2004 through August 31, 2004.

Correspondence:
1.
July 15, 2004 Special Meeting Notice to the Office of the Secretary of State concerning an Electrical Board special meeting for the continuation of the B & B Electric hearing.


This was submitted to the Board Members as an FYI.

2.
April 29, 2004 letter from Thomas Scanlon, Semac Electrical Contractors, requesting clarification from Director Richard Hurlburt of what work can be performed by a laborer working for Semac Electric on the job site; specifically, laborers to core boreholes, rigging and fire caulking.


What happened at the July 9, 2004 meeting concerning this issue:


After the Board’s review and discussion of this document, they responded that they did not see a problem with laborers coring boreholes or fire caulking without a license, but would like additional, specific information from Mr. Scanlon on “rigging” and his definition of the term “large”.  Director Hurlburt presented as a handout on this issue a court ruling issued on May 22, 2001, Abington Constructors, Inc., v. Department of Consumer Protection, in which the Board commented that they would need time to review, but requested in the meantime that Director Hurlburt respond to items one and three of Mr. Scanlon’s letter dated April 29, 2004.


During today’s proceedings, Director Richard Hurlburt said that he contacted Mr. Scanlon and Mr. Scanlon agreed to send clarification concerning item 2 of his letter.   Director Hurlburt said that he has not received it.

Legal Department’s Tracking Report:  None

Discussion:  None

New Business: 
1.
Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh said that there is an unlicensed company performing installations for SBC.  He submitted an SBC newspaper to the Department as an official complaint.  Board Member Muthersbaugh also inquired about the Halstead Communications complaint.  Director Hurlburt asked that he follow up with Inspector Janita Hamel.

Old Business:

1.
Status:  At the November 14, 2003 meeting, Board Member Lewis Stanio provided a copy of a document “White Paper In Opposition to:  Amendments Proposed by the Electrical Work Examining Board to CT General Statutes Section 20-340(4) and CT General Statutes Section 20-330(2)”.  The document is in direct opposition to the Board’s “Proposed Legislative Changes to Chapters 393 and 394” submitted to former Consumer Protection Commissioner, James Fleming, for approval in August 2003.

Chairman Laurence Vallieres advised the Board that he, Board Member Kenneth Leech and Director Richard Hurlburt met with Commissioner Edwin Rodriguez to check on the status of their legislative submission regarding changes to Chapters 393 and 394 of the Regulations, and to discuss their position concerning these changes.  Commissioner Rodriguez commented that the document must be re-submitted to the Commissioner’s Office for consideration at the January 2005 legislative session.  Chairman Vallieres further commented that prior to resubmitting this package, the language concerning “fiber optics” will need reviewing, since the Supreme Court ruled that fiber optic work is not considered to be “electrical work”, even though it transmits and transforms energy and is used extensively in electrical and telecommunications work.  Fiber Optics is currently not licensable.

The revised legislative package had to be submitted to the Commissioner’s Office by the end of August 2004.

Chairman Laurence Vallieres stated that he did not have an opportunity to follow up with Commissioner Rodriguez because of personal business matters.

Postponed Formal Administrative Hearings:  None
Formal Administrative Hearings:
1.
Verizon Connected Solutions, Inc.

Docket No. 707-04
At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, VERIZON CONNECTED SOLUTIONS INC., is an unregistered foreign corporation, engaged in business in Andover, Massachusetts.  On or about March 22, 2003 the Respondent, through its unlicensed and unregistered employees and/or agents, performed electrical work in Winsted and surrounding areas in the State of Connecticut which required a license pursuant to Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.
 On or about March 22, 2003 the Respondent through its unlicensed and unregistered employees and/or agents performed work on a job site located at the CVS Pharmacy at 47-49 Main Street, Winsted , Connecticut.

CONCLUSION:

This respondent entered into a Stipulation Agreement with the Department.  Chairman Vallieres suggested that the Stipulation Agreement is redrafted due to technical mistakes.
2.
Kyle Abrams




Docket No. 708-04


At all times relevant herein the Respondent, KYLE ABRAMS, engaged in business or resided in Andover, MA.  At all times relevant herein the Respondent was employed by Verizon Connected Solutions Inc. Andover, MA.  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent did not possess a certificate, license or registration issued by this Board to engage in electrical work in the State of Connecticut.  On or about, March 22, 2003 the Respondent engaged in electrical work in Winsted and surrounding areas in the State of Connecticut which required a license pursuant to Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.  On or about March 22, 2003, the Respondent performed electrical work on a job site located at the CVS Pharmacy at 47-49 Main Street, Winsted, Connecticut.

CONCLUSION:

No action taken by the Board.  This respondent is part of the Verizon Connected Solutions Stipulation Agreement.
3.
Raphael Sanchez



Docket No. 709-04


At all times relevant herein the Respondent, RAPHAEL SANCHEZ, engaged in business or resided in Andover, MA.  At all times relevant herein the Respondent was employed by Verizon Connected Solutions Inc. Andover, MA.  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent did not possess a certificate, license or registration issued by this Board to engage in electrical work in the State of Connecticut. On or about, March 22, 2003 the Respondent engaged in electrical work in Winsted and surrounding areas in the State of Connecticut which required a license pursuant to Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes. On or about March 22, 2003, the Respondent performed electrical work on a job site located at the CVS Pharmacy at 47-49 Main Street, Winsted, Connecticut.
CONCLUSION:

No action taken by the Board.  This respondent is part of the Verizon Connected Solutions Stipulation Agreement.

4.
Jared W. Boyd



Docket No. 711-04


At all times relevant herein the Respondent, JARED W. BOYD, engaged in business or resided in Andover, MA.  At all times relevant herein the Respondent was employed by Verizon Connected Solutions Inc. Andover, MA.  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent did not possess a certificate, license or registration issued by this Board to engage in electrical work in the State of Connecticut.  On or about, March 22, 2003 the Respondent caused electrical work to be performed in Winsted and surrounding areas in the State of Connecticut which required a license pursuant to Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.  On or about March 22, 2003, the Respondent caused electrical work to be performed on a job site located at the CVS Pharmacy at 47-49 Main Street, Winsted, Connecticut. On or about March 22, 2003, the Respondent failed to display his Contractor of Record license number on his business card.

CONCLUSION:

No action taken by the Board.  This respondent is part of the Verizon Connected Solutions Stipulation Agreement.

5.
Arthur Robert Cole, Jr.


Docket No. 04-649

At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, was the President of Cole Associates, Inc., a registered business located in Meriden, CT.  At all times relevant herein the Respondent engaged in the business of Electrical Work in the State of Connecticut.  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent did not possess a certificate, license or registration issued by this Board to engage in Electrical work in the State of Connecticut.  On or about November, 22, 2002, on a job site located at the new Super Stop and Shop store in South Windsor, Connecticut, the Respondent caused Electrical work to be performed by persons who were not licensed or registered in the State of Connecticut in accordance with Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

The Board considered this matter to be trivial.

Board Member Kenneth Leech made a motion to cease and desist with no fine against the company.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Jack Halpert.  The motion carried unanimously.

Final Decisions and Orders Presented and were Signed:

The following Final Decisions and Orders were submitted by France Lee, DCP Paralegal, to Chairman Laurence Vallieres:

1.
Carl M. Miele


Docket No. 04-550

2.
Christine Vachon        
Docket No. 04-551

3.
Gregg Brenneman      
Docket No. 04-552

Final Decisions and Orders Presented and were not Signed:  None
There being no further business, a motion was made by Board Member Jack Halpert to adjourn the meeting.

The motion was seconded by Board Member Raymond Turri.
The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 11:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judith R. Booth, Board Secretary
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