STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

APRIL 2005 MINUTES
STATE ELECTRICAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD
The meeting of April 8, 2005 was called to order by Laurence A. Vallieres, Chairman, at 8:30 a.m. in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.

Members Present:

Laurence A. Vallieres, Contractor, Chairman
Ronald Bish, Contractor

Beverly A. Ceuch, Journeyperson

Jack B. Halpert, Public Member

Kenneth B. Leech, Journeyman

Michael Muthersbaugh, Electronic Technician


Douglas A. Reid, Journeyman
Roger L. Johnson, Jr., Journeyman

Raymond A. Turri, Contractor
Members Absent: 
None
Member Vacancy:
This Board currently has the following vacancies:  Three (3) Public Members

Board Counsel Present:
Raul Rodriguez, Assistant Attorney General
DCP Staff Present:

Richard Hurlburt, Director of Occ./Pro. Licensing Division




Judith Booth, Electrical Board Secretary II




Anthony Santoro, DCP Administrative Attorney




France Lee, Paralegal II
Others Present:

Richard Franchi, Attorney





Stephen Beecher

Douglas W. Bartnik, Attorney

Frank Romano, Attorney

Antoinette Tworkowski

Robert Tworkowski
Paul Costello

The next regular meeting of this Board is scheduled for Friday, May 13, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 117.
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information, call Director Richard M. Hurlburt at (860) 713-6135.

Review of the Electrical Board Minutes:

1.
Review of the March 11, 2005 Minutes

A motion was made by Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh to approve the March 11, 2005 Minutes pending a change to the top of page 4, item 1 continued from page 3.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Jack Halpert.  The motion carried.

Note:  Board Members Beverly Ceuch and Raymond Turri abstained from voting.

Comments or Concerns of Any Person Present Today:   None
Applicants for Licensure Examination:
1.
William M. Charney
L-6 


A motion was made by Board Member Raymond Turri to approve this application.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Kenneth Leech.  The motion carried 6-3.


Yea

Nay

Turri

Vallieres


Leech

Ceuch


Bish

Johnson


Muthersbaugh


Reid


Halpert

Applicants for Licensure Appearing in Person:  None

CHRO Applicants for Licensure:  None

Prior CHRO Applicants for Licensure Pending Decision:  None

CHRO Renewal of Licensure:  None

Prior CHRO Request for Renewal of Licensure Pending Decision:  None

CHRO Request for Reinstatement of Licensure:  None

Prior CHRO Request for Reinstatement of Licensure Pending Decision:  None

Request for Reconsideration:  None
Request to Suspend:  None

Stipulation and Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Orders:

Stipulation Containing Cease and Desist Order(s):  None
Stipulation Containing Consent Order(s): None

Stipulation Containing Consent Order(s) Previously Heard:  None

​
Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Order(s):  None
Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Order(s) Previously Heard:  None

Notice of Continuance:  None

Request to Dismiss and Request to Dismiss Without Prejudice: 

Request to Dismiss:  None

Request to Dismiss without Prejudice:  None

Request to Revise:  None

Request to Reopen:  None

Review of PSI Examination Results:

The Board reviewed the PSI Examination results covering dates March 1, 2005 through March 31, 2005.

Correspondence:
1.
March 3, 2005 letter from Mr. John G. Tuz expressing dissatisfaction with the requirements for continuing education.

The Board instructed the Department to write a letter to Mr. Tuz stating that the curriculum for building inspectors is not acceptable in place of the required continuing education courses.
2.
March 18, 2005 Organizational Changes affecting Occupational and Professional Licensing, Trade Practices and the Licensing Services Divisions.
This item was submitted under FYI.  Director Richard Hurlburt provided an explanation of the changes that took place on March 18, 2005.  Director Hurlburt also distributed a copy of the organizational chart within his division.
3.
Invitation to the Electrical Work Examining Board to attend the Boards & Commissions Breakfast on Tuesday, April 26, 2005, from 8:30a to 9:30a at the State Capitol, Room 310.  RSVP requested by April 12, 2005 by calling (860) 727-1157. (FYI)
This item was submitted under FYI.
4.
Two letters from Herman Thompson of C.E.S. Electrical Contractors who notified the department that he is the Contractor of Record for two separate entities, an Inc. and a LLC.
This item was submitted under FYI.
Request for Waiver of Continuing Education:

1.
February 28, 2005 letter from Mr. Robert Ray seeking a waiver from continuing education.
Board Member Roger Johnson made a motion to deny this request.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Ronald Bish.  The motion carried unanimously.
2.
March 6, 2005 letter from Mr. David Santacapita seeking a waiver from continuing education in lieu of completing of the 2005 NEC CECA Code.

Board Member Kenneth Leech made a motion to deny this request.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh.  The motion carried unanimously.
3.
February 28, 2005 letter from Mr. Peter Mossa, Jr., Director of Operations for Ferguson Electric, regarding the Board’s decision to deny his request for waiver for Mr. Thomas Ferguson.
Board Member Ronald Bish made a motion to deny this request.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Kenneth Leech.  The motion carried unanimously.
4.
March 17, 2005 email from Henry Benney, a resident of Dade City, FL, who holds a CT E-2 license in CT, requesting board approval to take alternative continuing education courses in Florida.

Board Member Douglas Reid made a motion to deny this request.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Ronald Bish.  The motion carried unanimously.
Legal Department’s Tracking Report:  None

Discussion:  None
Old Business:
1.
Current CT-approved CE schools for licensed plumbers and electricians for the renewal of their licenses.


This item was presented under FYI.

2.
Chapter 394 “Television and Radio Service Dealers and Electronics Technicians” statutes.

This item was presented for review and possible changes by the subcommittee.

New Business: 

1.
March 25, 2005 letter from the Governor’s Office on the appointment of a new Electrical Board Member, David Munsill, who will be serving as a public member.

2.
Chairman Laurence Vallieres provided an update on the matter of Carl Miele that was heard in Superior Court stating that the judge decided to allow Mr. Miele to file an appeal.

3.
Chairman Laurence Vallieres requested the Department to issue a letter to all active electrical licensees reminding them of the mandatory continuing education.  Director Richard Hurlburt replied that there are currently over 15,000 licensees on record and there may be an issue concerning the budget expense to support such a project, not to mention that a letter would have to be issued to all active plumbers who also are required to fulfill the continuing education requirement.
Postponed Formal Administrative Hearings:  None
Applications for Temporary Relief and a Stay of Application in the matter of Stephen Beecher and B & B Electric Contractors, Inc.
Board Member Raymond Turri made a motion to add Docket Numbers 04-395 and 04-263 to the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Ronald Bish.  The motion carried unanimously.
1.
Stephen Beecher


Docket Number 04-395

Request for Temporary Relief

Submitted by Attorney Richard Franchi


A decision was rendered by the Electrical work Examining Board in February 2005 that included a suspension of the respondent’s E-1 license.  An appeal is pending in the Superior court as to the Board’s Decision.  The Respondent is the holder of an E-2 license.  It is requested that the respondent’s E-2 license be reinstated during the pendency of the appeal.
Board Member Ronald Bish made a motion to deny this request since Mr. Beecher is not a current E-2 and that he is eligible to apply for an E-2 license.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Note:  The Board requested that Mr. Beecher’s E-2 application be placed on their May agenda.

2.
B & B Electric Contractors, Inc.
Docket Number 04-263
Application for Stay
Submitted by Attorney Paul S. Tagatac

 of Michelson, Kane, Royster & Barger, P.C.

Pursuant to section 4-183(f) of the Connecticut General Statutes, Stephen Beecher (“Beecher”) and B & B Electrical Contractors, Inc. (“B & B”) submit the following application for a stay of the State Electrical Work Examining Board’s final Decisions in the above referenced matters Beecher and B & B submit the following in support of the Application for Stay:

1. Beecher and B & B have filed a Petition for Appeal to the Superior court challenging the Board’s Final Decisions and Orders.  A stay is appropriate to avoid irreparable harm until after Beecher and B & B exhaust all available appeals.

2. There is no evidence in the record as a whole showing that Beecher or B & B engaged in conduct that jeopardized the public health, safety or welfare.

3. The vast majority of alleged violations involve record keeping, not workmanship.

4. The alleged violations upon which the Board relied are in some instances nearly six years old.  A stay is proper given the lengthy delay between the alleged violation and the Final Decisions.

5. There have been no alleged violations of the licensing statutes against either Beecher or B & B since the current administrative proceedings commenced.

Based on the foregoing, Beecher and B & B respectively request an immediate stay of the Final Decisions and Orders in these matters.  Beecher specifically requests reinstatement of his license until after he has exhausted all available remedies in this matter.

Board Member Ronald Bish made a motion to deny this stay, because the Board is concerned with the public’s health and welfare by not condoning unsupervised individuals to perform electrical work.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh.  The motion carried 8-1.
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Formal Administrative Hearings:
1. In the matters of:

Verizon Connected Solutions

Docket Number 707-04

Kyle Abrams



Docket Number 708-04



Raphael Sanchez


Docket Number 709-04

Jared Boyd



Docket Number 711-04

ALLEGATIONS:  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, VERIZON CONNECTED SOLUTIONS INC., is an unregistered foreign corporation, engaged in business in Andover, Massachusetts.  On or about March 22, 2002 the Respondent, through its unlicensed and unregistered employees and/or agents, performed electrical work in Winsted and surrounding areas in the State of Connecticut which required a license pursuant to Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.  On or about March 22, 2002 the Respondent through its unlicensed and unregistered employees and/or agents performed work on a job site located at the CVS Pharmacy at 47-49 Main Street, Winsted, Connecticut.
CONCLUSION:  Verizon Connected Solutions, who were represented by Attorneys Bartnik and Ramono, stipulated to the violations noted in the complaint.

MOTION 1:
Board Member Roger Johnson made a motion to accept a stipulation in the amount of $5,500.00, plus an Immediate Order of Discontinuance with no civil penalty to the three unlicensed persons (Abrams, Sanchez and Boyd).  The motion was seconded by Board Member Ronald Bish.  The motion failed.
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Due to misunderstanding Board Member Johnson’s motion, a revote was required.  Board Member Roger Johnson made a motion to withdraw his previous motion.  This motion was seconded Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh.  The motion carried unanimously.

MOTION 2:  Board Member Douglas Reid made a motion to accept a stipulation in the amount of $8,500.00 with an Immediate Order of Discontinuance for Verizon Connected Solutions, Inc., plus a stipulation, an Immediate Order of Discontinuance with no civil penalty to the three unlicensed persons (Abrams, Sanchez and Boyd).  The motion was seconded by Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh.  The motion carried 8-1.
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2. In the matter of:



Joseph Orsini, Sr.


Docket Number 03-645

ALLEGATIONS:  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, JOSEPH ORSINI SR., resided and or engaged in business in Watertown, Connecticut.  Respondent is and has been the holder of an unlimited electrical contractor’s license, number ELC. 103816, type E-1.  On or about November 14, 2002 the Respondent caused electrical work to be performed by persons who were not licensed or registered in accordance with Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes on a job site located at Northwest Community College, Park Place East, Winsted, Connecticut.  Pursuant to Section 4-182(c) of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Respondent on or about August 11, 2003, was given an opportunity to show compliance with all lawful requirements for the retention of his license.  The circumstances cited in Paragraphs Two through Four inclusive, constitute authority and grounds for the imposition of anyone or more of the following sanctions: imposition of a civil penalty, imposition of an order of restitution, revocation or suspension of the license, reprimand, probation, and/or the issuance of an order of immediate discontinuance of any violations found.

FINDINGS:  The Board found Joseph Orsini, Sr. guilty of the violations noted in the complaint.
CONCLUSION:  Board Member Douglas Reid made a motion to issue an Immediate Order of Discontinuance and a Civil Penalty of $750.00.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Jack Halpert.  The motion carried 6-3.
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3. In the matter of:

Orsini Electrical Service, Inc.

Docket Number 05-13

ALLEGATIONS:  At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, ORSINI ELECTRICAL SERVICE, INC., engaged in business in Watertown, Connecticut.  On or about November 14, 2002, the Respondent, through its unlicensed and unregistered employees and/or agents, performed electrical work in Watertown and surrounding areas in the State of Connecticut which required a license pursuant to Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.  On or about November 14, 2002 the Respondent through its unlicensed and unregistered employees and/or agents performed work on a job site located at Northwest Community College, Park Place East, Winsted, Connecticut.

FINDINGS:  The Board found the violations noted in the complaint valid.
CONCLUSION:  Board Member Douglas Reid made a motion to issue an Immediate Order of Discontinuance and a Civil Penalty of $250.00.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Jack Halpert.  The motion carried 6-3.
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4. In the matter of:

Patrick M. Colligan


Docket Number 03-646

ALLEGATIONS: At all times relevant herein, the Respondent, PATRICK M. COLLIGAN, resided and/or engaged in business in Watertown, Connecticut.  Respondent has been the holder of an electrical license, number 156562, type E-2.  Said license expired on September 30, 2002. At all times relevant herein, the Respondent was employed by Orsini Electrical Service, Inc., Watertown, Connecticut.   At all times relevant herein, the Respondent did not possess a certificate, license or registration issued by this Board to engage in electrical work in the State of Connecticut.  On or about November 13, 2002, the Respondent engaged in electrical work in Winsted and surrounding areas in the State of Connecticut which required a license pursuant to Chapter 393 of the Connecticut General Statutes.  On or about November 13, 2002, the Respondent performed electrical work on a job site at the Northwest Community College, Park Place East, Winsted, Connecticut.  On or about November 21, 2002 the Respondent renewed the license referred to in Paragraph Two.  Said license expired again on September 30, 2003 and has not been renewed to date.  Pursuant to Section 4-182 © of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Respondent on or about August 29, 2003 was given an opportunity to show compliance with all lawful requirements for the retention of his license.

FINDINGS:  The Board found Patrick Colligan guilty of the violations noted in the complaint.
CONCLUSION:  Board Member Douglas Reid made a motion to issue a Reprimand, an Immediate Order of Discontinuance with no civil penalty and a six month probation.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Jack Halpert.  The motion carried 6-3.
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Matters Previously Heard Pending Decision:  None
Final Decisions and Orders Presented and were Signed: 
The following Final Decisions and Orders were submitted by France Lee, DCP Paralegal, to Chairman Laurence Vallieres:  None
Final Decisions and Orders Presented and were not Signed: None
There being no further business, a motion was made by Board Member Jack Halpert to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh.  The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judith R. Booth, Board Secretary II
5
Agenda for the Electrical Work Examining Board for Friday, April 8, 2005

