
Commissioner's Message  

There are various ways families are formed - adoption is one special 
way to achieve that goal. 

These words came true as we celebrated November as National 
Adoption Month! During Connecticut's Adoption Day, 49 children 
achieve legal permanency bringing the total number of adoptions this 
year to over 440 and approximately 1,700 in the past 4 years!  
 

Adoption is merely one form of permanency.  

Since 2019, we have reduced the number of children in out of home care by approximately 30% 
which includes over 2,400 children being safely reunified and over 1,400 children reaching 
permanency via transfer of guardianship.  

Our sincere gratitude to our partners in the Judicial 
Branch, especially the Judges in the Superior Court for 
Juvenile Matters, who opened their courtrooms across 
the state.  

Thank you to Lieutenant 
Governor Susan Bysiewicz who 
participated in the adoption of "Nate the Great" in Waterbury - finding 
permanency with two former teachers! Watch Nate here: Nate the 
Great 

Our "Spotlight on What's Right" newsletter highlights some remarkable 
families and their journeys to adopt.  

"Small Steps Open Doors," is the theme of Adoption Month which places emphasis on pursing 
permanent families for teenagers. Read as 13 year-old Daemion and Kimberly are now a family 
and how "messy love" is all part of their relationship: Hartford Courant- Daemion's story 

The Santos family continued answering the telephone when DCF called! On 
Adoption Day they completed their third adoption. "I feel so lucky they were 
born," stated Sandra Santos. Will the phone ring again?  

Elias is the "why" for one family who wished to raise a child. As he banged 
the gavel, a forever family was formed. Watch his special story here: 
Glastonbury Couple Officially Adopts Son on National Adoption Day 
 

https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/i-couldnt-wait-for-this-day-10-year-old-overcomes-health-challenges-gets-adopted-by-former-teachers/2919368/
https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/i-couldnt-wait-for-this-day-10-year-old-overcomes-health-challenges-gets-adopted-by-former-teachers/2919368/
https://www.courant.com/news/connecticut/hc-news-connecticut-adoption-day-20221118-pgar6uq52naefm6fnlodvgv5di-story.html
https://www.wfsb.com/2022/11/22/glastonbury-couple-officially-adopts-son-national-adoption-day/


Celebrations occurred across the state.  
 
Lilly decided it was best to make herself comfortable on the courtroom 
floor. Her mother, Keren Clarizio, has now adopted three children 
including two siblings years apart. Watch her story here: Forever Homes 
and It's worth it. 
 

No room was left on the courthouse steps for the picture 
after Alyza and Luna were adopted! Quite a family! 
 
The Paulhus family invited the media right into their living 
room as their last adoption - one of three adoptions in five 
years - was finalized:  Zeke 
 
Ongoing supports are available for families after they 

adopt, or guardianship is transferred. The UCONN Health Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) 
provides post-adoption support, including assessment, education, brief counseling, and referral 
services to adoptive families and to families formed through guardianship. Information about 
AAP can be obtained by visiting the Adoption Assistance Program website, by calling (877) 679-
1961 or by e-mail at aap@uchc.edu 
  
Whether it's stepping up for kids with complex needs, sibling groups, teens or young people 
identifying as LGBTQIA+, Connecticut's families have continued to take the step towards 
opening their hearts and homes for all children in need. It is with much gratitude we say thank 
you today and every day. 

Great job everyone! 

https://www.wtnh.com/news/connecticut/forever-homes-conn-finalizes-50-adoptions/
https://www.fox61.com/article/life/family/connecticut-kids-get-adopted-celebration-national-adoption-day-2022/520-27b7da77-95a9-40c4-bb3c-806394ccb9de
https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/three-adoptions-in-five-years-conn-family-celebrates-adoption-day/2919395/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhealth.uconn.edu%2Fadoption-assistance%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKEN.MYSOGLAND%40ct.gov%7Cdf768eebbec14c91b55708dac97a5124%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638043824422628069%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VIf0vmIJJvcjoV9mtyxg0pjyg4vtw%2BQVgjtWP0QH9ws%3D&reserved=0
mailto:aap@uchc.edu

