Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, September 6, 2026

Attendees: Brendan Burke, Carla Perrella, Corinna Martin, David Fitzgerald, Deb Kelleher, Derrick Shelton, Dreau Foster, Elisabeth Cannata, Elizabeth Sitler, Francesca Caperz, Fred North, Gabrielle Hall, Jennifer Beaudoin, Joe Drane, Jonathan Jacaruso, Joselyn Benoit, Jules Calabro, Ken Mysogland, Kristin Graham, Krystal Rich, Lisa Girard, Lisa Ramos, Mai Kader, Michelle Piper-Mitchell, Myke Halpin, Natalia Liriano, Pamela Williams, Paul Guerrero, Peter Yazbak, Rachael Levine, Regina Moller, Renee Cimino, Rosemary Wieworka, Samaris Rose, Sarah Egan, Sarah Gibson, Sarah Lockery, Sergio Alvarez, Stephney Springer, Steven Rodriguez, Tamara Bonilla, Tiffany McCarthy, Tina Jefferson
Minutes: 
Ken Mysogland motioned first to accept the July minutes as is, Lisa Girard seconded the motion. No objections. 

Foster Care Overview Presentation by Jonathan Jacaruso:
· PowerPoint presentation. 
· How will the Department keep caregivers for the long term with positive experiences?
· Three identified ways: 
· The Department has a Caregiver Support Plan. Upfront the Department is asking the Foster Parents what is needed for support, not just training. 
· A Statewide Subcommittee meets monthly which focuses on keeping the current foster families, and how best to support them. This group is comprised of foster and adoptive parents. 
· The Youth Law Center, who assists with the Departments Quality Parenting Initiative (QPI) work, is holding a conference this Fall which the Department has included numerous CPS staff to attend. The Department acknowledged that Foster Care and CPS were doing great QPI work but did not have a plan on how both units are best to engage and supports caregivers. 
· Further, CT is behind its Northeast neighbors in foster care rates, so the Department will also be looking at this as it is believed to be part of retention. 
· RRG to assist in setting up services immediately upon a child being placed will also support foster families. 
· How will the support plan be established?
· Upon the first meeting after full licensure, it will be developed, then updated during quarterly home visits by the Foster Care Division Support worker in addition to the monthly contact.
· CKIN, an in-home service that was developed for Kinship families was previously underutilized and now have waiting lists in some parts of the state. CAFAF also has a buddy system, where newly licensed caregivers can be assigned an experienced foster family to team up and support them. 
· Cultural issues do exist between the younger staff speaking with experienced foster parents. One example they feel is disrespectful is communication via text messaging instead of phone calls.
· Foster Care has the most senior staff in all the entire state and does not appear to have communication issues in this manner.  
· The Department's goal is to license families within 90 days from the date they make first contact after attending an Informational Session.

Dashboard Subcommittee-Presented by Rosemary Wieworka and Fred North:
· Trend data dating back 10 years may be included to ensure transparency to the public. 
· The Mock-Up allows four levels to the web page: 
· Homepage - Who DCF is and what they do 
· Reports & Information page- Qualitative and interactive data, which leads to the performance metrics 
· Performance Category
· Performance Metric-Specific
· DCF is working internally to prioritize reports with the data dashboard group consisting of DCF and Legislators.
· September 22nd is the last workgroup meeting; input would be appreciated by the end of this week or Monday as to what reports the SAC believes data should be included in the dashboard and which other reports should be included on our website. Please provide input to Ken Mysogland.
· Krystal Rich; Updates on Subgroup:
· Hoping to launch in the Fall a webinar to explain the voucher process for foster youth aged 18-25 at risk of homelessness.
· Discussions also surround additional services with transparency to understand what current services there are on a State and Federal level.
· Working on a "checklist" for the transition process so supports are provided are clear youth, foster families, and providers.

Regional Advisory Council Reports:
Region 1: Michelle Piper-Mitchell - Have not met yet, upcoming meeting is on 9/18/26.
Region 2: No Report.
Region 3: No Report.
Region 4: Sarah Gibson - Meeting is tomorrow with an agenda set. First item is to focus on the mandate of the RAC for the advisory element. 
Region5: Deb Kelleher - Upcoming meeting is on 9/28.
Region 6: Dreau Foster - Upcoming meeting is on 10/8.

Next SAC meeting: October 5, 2026, 8-10am 

