Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, October 5, 2026

Attendees: Amy Hilario, Andrea Goetz, Adrianna Ramierz, Carla Perrella, David Fitzgerald, David Sempere, Deb Kelleher, Edith Boyle, Elisabeth Cannata, Elizabeth Sitler, Francesca Capodilupo, Gabrielle Hall, James Higgins, Jennifer Beaudoin, Jennifer Nadeau, Joe Drane, Joselyn Benoit, Jules Calabro, Keisha Martin-Velez, Ken Mysogland, Kristin Graham, Lisa Girard, Maria Soto, Mai Kader, Malcolm Blue, Michelle Piper-Mitchell, Myke Halpin, Natalia Liriano, Neil Ford, Pamela Williams, Paul Guerrero, Rachael Levine, Regina Moller, Renee Cimino, Rosemary Wieworka, Samaris Rose, Sarah Eagan, Sarah Gibson, Sarah Lockery, Sergio Alvarez, Steven Rodriguez, Susan Hamilton, T, Tamara Bonilla, Tia Reid, Tiffany McCarthy, Tina Jefferson, Victor Jones, Zosh Flammia

Minutes: 
Ken Mysogland motioned to approve the September minutes, Rachael Levine seconded the motion to accept as is. No objections.

Special Announcements:
· Sarah Lockery will be retiring in a few months, and December will be her last meeting. A SAC member will be attending the November planning meeting to see if she would like to become a Co-Chair. 
· FAVOR will be closing at the end of October. At this time, an alternative program has not been identified to support families. 
· Formality to the Regional Advisory Council (RAC) bylaws and the expectations for all Regions on how they are organized and operating may be needed. 

Major Themes and Areas of Focus Presentation by Commissioner Susan Hamilton:
· See PowerPoint presentation. 
· Safety Practice, Foster Care, Staff Support & Retention, Supervision, Caseload Size & Workload, Resources, Continued Assessment of and Enhancements to The Behavioral Health System, CT Kind, Town hall Feedback, New Statutes Impacting DCF were all covered.
· Submit questions on this presentation to Jennifer Beaudoin at jennifer.beaudoin@ct.gov. Jennifer will include them in the minutes, so they may be discussed at the next SAC meeting
              QUESTIONS:
· Regarding System Development; Who in the Department will ensure that regional data is shared with the RAC's? RACs can be a vehicle to help maximize access and coordination of services for families…and raise concerns about service gaps, especially regarding those impacted by poverty.
· Workforce: Please consider training with the supervisory team on how to process with employees the racism and vicarious trauma experienced by DCF Social Workers and Case Aides. 

Data Collection and Utilization Presentation by Rosemary Wieworka: 
· See PowerPoint presentation.
· DCF has extensive procedures to collect and analyze data. 
· For the Qualitative data and Quantitative data, some elements are housed in CT-Kind and some are in Tableau reports. 

Regional Advisory Council Updates:
· Region 5: Deb Kelleher: Had their RAC on Monday the 28th and introduced the new Office Director in Torrington, Susan Cunningham. Discussed what happened to FAVOR. Foster parent insurance is now available as State of CT insurance is not feasible for some families. Also discussed the challenges regarding the Urgent Crisis Center in Waterbury and the difficulty of driving a child in crisis all the way to Waterbury. Medical cabs are not reliable; Uber and Lyft are not vetted for driving minors.  
· Region 3: Lisa Girard: Met last month with a presentation from Children in Placement regarding their services and what openings are available. Next meeting is on the 7th.  
· Region 4: Jennifer Nadeau: Met in September. Discussed the PowerPoint on the information shared for the legislative mandates and the relation to the RAC. Discussed the open positions in RAC and nominating people from the community to vote on. Held a discussion on some youth updates associated with the Youth Advisory Board with some staff attending from Our Piece of the Pie.
· Region 1: Tiffany McCarthy: Met in September. Received an update on the YAB with the work they do focusing on support for the transition to adulthood and communication skills. Discussed the changes within DCF with supervision, safety practices, and recruitment happening from the Bridgeport office. For the November meeting, they are planning to have Jon Jacaruso present some Foster Care updates for the information discussed at this month's meeting. 
· Region 2: Steven Rodriguez: RAC met on the 2nd, with a presentation from Priscilla Martinez from SCSU on the New Haven Health Leaders Program and recruitment. Discussed the loss of FAVOR's services they offered to the community and how we can bridge the gap.
· Region 6: Tamara Bonilla: Did not meet in September, will be having RAC this Thursday. 


Next SAC Meeting: Nov. 2, 2026, 8-10am
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