Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, May 4, 2026

Attendees: Andrea Goetz, Brendan Burke, Corinna Martin, David Fitzgererald, Deb Kelleher, Derrick Shelton, Dreau Foster,  Elisabeth Cannata, Francesca Caperz, Fred North, Gabrielle Hall, James Higgins,  Jennifer Beaudoin, , Joe Drane, Joselyn Benoit, Josh Michtom, Jules Calabro, Karen Hurdle, Ken Mysogland, Kristen Graham, Krystal Rich, Lisa Girard, Lisa Ramos, Mai Kader, Malcolm Blue, Maritza Acosta,  Michelle Piper-Mitchell, Myke Halpin, Natalia Liriano, Pamela Williams, Patricia Gaylord, Paul Guerrero, Renee Cimino, Rosemary Wieworka, Samaris Rose, Sarah Eagan, Sarah Gibson, Sarah Lockery, Sergio Alvarez, Steven Rodriguez, Susan Hamilton, Tamara Bonilla, Tiffany McCarthy, Victor Jones
Minutes: 
Ken Mysogland verified Region 1 was inadvertently overlooked for RAC updates last month. No changes or updates to March 2026 minutes. Motioned to accept minutes by Dave Fitzgerald, Ken Mysogland seconded the motion to accept the minutes as is, by Ken Mysogland. No objections. 

Updates from DCF Commissioner Susan Hamilton:
· Suggested that Vincent Russo come to the next SAC meeting for Legislative updates
· The Office of the Child Advocate sent the Commissioner a letter last week outlining a number of concerns with the Agency. The Department will be formally responding to the letter and be available to discuss it further with the SAC as the Department identifies more areas of improvement, focus, and work recommendations that were given. 
· Sarah Lockery requested any concerning data learned from the CQI process, outside of the CFSP, be brought to the SAC. Also asked how the screenings work at the Investigation level. 
· The Department recently updated its Intake Practice Guide, and the Commissioner believes the SAC may find it useful to review. 
· The Department collaborated with Legislators on Bill 5004, can discuss its impact on the Child Welfare System at a later meeting. 

DCF: Presentation - Data on Permanency & Well-Being Presented by Rosemary Wieworka & Fred North:
· Data presented is a "point in time" view pulled annually. 
· Three ways to leave care are: Reunification, Transfer of Guardianship and Adoption. CT does better with permanency the longer the child is in care. 
· SAC wants to review the newest data, as how the Department reviews it.
· The data will be dependent upon which data you want to review, as there are numerous reports from weekly to annually. 
· A report is being created to demonstrate the outcomes of children in CORE, Kinship and Therapeutic Foster Care to determine if youth placed with Kin are truly better off according to public perception. 
· A draft of the PIP Goals and strategies was also presented.
· 5 subcommittees working on every aspect for the Departments Foster Care system. At a later SAC, Jon Jacaruso and Ken Mysogland will discuss all the changes that will happen leading to a more efficient. system.   


DCF Updates - Ken Mysogland Chief Administrator of External Affairs:
· When legislation passed over a year ago, specific data was to be reviewed by the SAC, and we met that expectation. The Department and the work have evolved, and a discussion should be held as to what the SAC would like to review in the future. What does SAC want to place a priority on for data?
· By the next SAC meeting, the new SAC website will be up and running. It will have the co-chairs contact information, meeting dates, and Teams link. Will send out the link when it is ready.  
· Money has been allotted in the budget to create a public facing dashboard. 
· The DCF website will also be updated in the meantime with updated data reports already created along with taking old ones down. 
· Solnit Hospital is now the Children's Psychiatric Hospital, operated by UConn Health. At some point, Dr. Taylor can come and give an update on the transition.

Regional Advisory Council Reports:
Region 1; Tiffany McCarthy
· RAC met in April. A discussion took place surrounding the transfer of Solnit to UConn Health. Working on a "needs" survey for the community. A presentation from Steven Rodriguez on RJI will take place at an upcoming meeting. 
Region 2; Steven Rodriguez
· RAC met in April, and completed the RJI training which included the new DCF Racial Justice framework. A presentation on Multidisciplinary Family Treatment Program from Wheeler also took place Region 2 now has a co-chair.
Region 3; Lisa Girard
· Next meeting to be held on 5/13 and the RAC is having Steven Rodriguez present the RJI work.
Region 4; 
· Region 4 had no representation for submitting an update. 
Region 5; Patricia Gaylord
· Next RAC meeting is 5/18. 
Region 6; Dreau Foster
· RAC last met on April 9 with a presentation from Steven Rodriguez on RJI. Conversations around provider collaborations with DCF and School Liaisons took place.  

Next SAC Meeting is Monday, June 1, 2026, 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
