Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, January 5, 2026

Attendees: 
Andrea Goetz, Adrianna Ramirez Brendan Burke, David Fitzgerald, Deb Kelleher, Dreau Foster, Elizabeth Cannata, Francesca Capodilupo, Jennifer Beaudoin, Jennifer Nadeau, Joe Drane, Josh Michtom, Jules Calabro, Kate Dormont, Ken Mysogland, Lisa Girard, Malcolm Blue, Michelle Piper-Mitchell, Myke Halpin, Neil Ford, Pamela Williams, Patricia Gaylord, Rachael Levine, Renee Cimino, Robert Haswell, Rosemary Wieworka, Sarah Lockery.

Minutes: 
No changes or updates to December 2025 minutes. Ken Mysogland motioned to accept, and Rachel Levine seconded the motion to accept the minutes as is, no objections. 

Chief of Continuous Quality Improvement Rosemary Wieworka:
· The point of the conversation was to talk about the ways the Department knows of gaps in our system in order to inform budgetary recommendations for service provision and the oversight of contracted providers.  
· Gaps in service delivery have been identified in the Child and Family Services Plan.
· The Department has active contract management that includes regular provider meetings, performance based measures, and updates to the Provider Information Exchange (PIE).
· The Systems Program Directors now report to Dr. Linda Dixon and they will be evolving into a new role, focusing on continuous quality improvement for our providers. 
· Dr. Dixon has taken a new role and now reports directly to Commissioner Hamilton. 
· Continuous updates are made to the AIM Tool (Assisted Intervention Matching Tool). Recent updates include studying over/under utilized programs to understand in more detail when service provisions are a challenge. 
· Families can access supports in many different ways across Connecticut.
· AIM Tool is designed to be easily accessible, even if on a smartphone, to staff, parents, and the community for the purpose of matching for behavioral and mental health needs for children. 
· AIM Tool leads to gaps in the system being identified which also includes areas such as supports needed in the Foster Care system.
· During the Administrative Case Review (ACR) process, challenges to services provision can be captured. As stated last month, that is one of many ways such as via internal QA/QI reviews, child fatality reviews, and others that service provision outcomes, wait lists and performance are noted. 
· As gaps and under-utilization of programs are identified are identified, there is a fiscal aspect to further be discussed once there is a better understanding of the Governor's budget, to which DCF CFO Steve Francis would need to be part of and other key members of the Agency. 
· The Governor's budget will be out in early February. Once that is established, a great conversation with SAC members and key Department personnel can take place to both review it and determine if any next steps and budgetary recommendations should be made. 
· The legislative session is short and start in February while ending in the first week of May. 

Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHC) Statewide Needs Assessment & Target Population - Presented by Dr. Stephney Springer, Rob Haswell, and Krista Noam:
· The Certified Behavioral Health Clinics Planning grant was awarded last Spring, along with the task of performing a statewide needs assessment. This focuses on outpatient behavioral health.
· CCBHC is a comprehensive area hub with a continuum of services, 24/7 crisis response, mental health services and substance use treatments, while focusing on integrated care collaborating with physical care. 
· The needs assessment is a comprehensive study identifying where the needs and gaps are across the state. 
· SAC members were encouraged to provide their feedback. 

Ken Mysogland, DCF Chief Administrator of External Affairs - DCF Update:
· Annual Report Follow-Up Recommendation Items:
· Updating licensing regulation for the Departments' facilities: Currently updating and making its way through the chain of command.
· SDE to join the Department surrounding behavior health supports within the schools. Best to have a presentation so a full understanding of what this collaboration will look like. 
· In the process of looking at the SAC and the RAC statutes as the Department's work and the Department itself has changed. Also looking at how many CRPS's does the Department needs as the Department is required to have three yet currently have more.
· The final response from the Department to the recommendations will be posted once the new SAC website is up to date.
· Many of the proposed recommendations in the new SAC report are already being worked on and it is suggested that perhaps a bimonthly or quarterly schedule be put into place to review them throughout the year. 
· The Department took 143 reports of sex trafficking last year with an addition 300 internal consults. January is Sex Trafficking Awareness month.
· The Department is not proposing legislation on home schooling.  The Department's position has remained the same, home schooling does not in and of itself equate to neglect. The Department appreciates being at the table to discuss these matters and proposed legislative changes but again, is not directing the conversation nor is the Department proposing any legislation. 

Regional Advisory Council Reports:
Region 1; Tiffany McCarthy
· No December meeting, we will meet in January. January will have a presentation regarding human trafficking.
Region 2; Steven Rodrugez as read by Sarah Lockery 
· Last met on 12/5/25 which featured a data presentation on this Region's CPS reports related to neglect.  This examined trends and patterns of neglect reports identifying front end challenges facing the Department 
Region 3; Lisa Girard
· No December meeting and the January meeting is scheduled.  Future discussions will include looking at CRP and bylaws, more DCF support with RAC, and in general moving forward in the new year. 
Region 4; Jennifer Nadeau
· No December meeting. Will be meeting in January. CRP continues to focus on reviewing data for families as they enter through Voluntary Care Management. 
Region 5; Patricia Gaylord
· No formal update as there was no December meeting. There will be a RAC meeting at the end of January. 
Region 6; Dreau Foster
· No December meeting, however, the next meeting is this Thursday at 12:30 

Next SAC Meeting is Monday, February 2, from 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Closing Quote: "If you carry joy in your heart, you can heal any moment." - Carlos Santana














