Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, October 6, 2025 

Attendees: 
Ken Mysogand, Myke Halpin, Dr. Irvin Jennings, Steven Rodrigues, Dr. Maritza Acosta, Jules Calabro, Pamela Williams, Jennifer Nadeau, Michelle Piper-Mitchell, sarah Lockery, Rachael Levine, Dr. Kathleen McKay, Tamara Bonilla, Andrea Goetz, Deb Kelleher, Lisa Ramos, Renee Cimino, Patricia Gaylord, Dr. Elisabeth Cannata, Sarah Gibson, Regina Moller, Neil Ford, Josh Michtom, Joe Drane, Derrick Shelton, Joselyn Benoit, Dreau Foster, Kristin Graham, Sarah Eagan, Rosemary Wieworka, Malcolm Blue, Mai Kader, Aramirex(guest), Samaris Rose, Keisha Martin-Velez, Karen Hurdle, Paul Guerrero, Derrick Shelton.

Minutes:
July and September minutes accepted by Ken Mysogland and second by Deb Kelleher. No objections. 

Chief of Continuous Quality Improvement Rosemary Wieworka and DCF Data Scientist Dr. Kathleen McKay Data Review: Data on Permanency and Safety: (Round 2)
· Data presentation was shown to group and will be sent to all members. 
· Safety outcome: Keep children and youth safe; focusing on the most vulnerable populations.
· Data: Increase of maltreatment of kids 0-5 may be due to policy change as of August 2024. The policy change included the FAR rule out to be excluded if there's a 0-5 aged child in the home. 
· FAR -Family Assessment Response does not have substantiation findings attached to the process.
· Permanency outcome: Children and youth in foster care will achieve timely permanency.
· Mentioned Program Improvement Plan (PIP) focus: general engagement, assessment, supervision and fatherhood engagement as a result of the CFSR findings.
· Supervision expectations consist of a review of all cases assigned to a Social Worker on a monthly basis.
· A question was raised regarding what Supervisory training entails.
· It is a structured program with that includes the ABCD paradigm.
· The entire training was recently revamped. 
· A tracking system is in place to ensure completion of training. 
· Training on assessment and engaging with families is a component as is motivational interviewing.
· Service gaps have been identified by DCF based on this data.
· Services delays are present due to waiting lists. 
· A family may refuse services initially.
· National workforce shortage impedes a provider's ability to hire and retain staff.
· Some question whether additional funding is needed which would lead to retention of staff.
· DCF Interim Commissioner Susan Hamilton acknowledged the impact the workforce shortage has on supportive services.

Youth with Lived Expertise Lisa Ramos provided an update:
· Lisa attended the Jim Casey Foundation Conference.
· Different levels of advocacy were discussed.
· How to navigate the chain of command was also a topic.
· Highlighted the good work of Connecticut. 

Ken Mysogland, DCF Chief Administrator of External Affairs - DCF Update:
· Program Improvement Plan (PIP) kick off meeting took place on 9/18/25.
· PIP in process of being finalized then will be sent to the Federal level in November.
· 51% of youth who have come into DCF care are now placed with kin, but we strive to do better, and this will be a main point of emphasis within the Department. 
· Research says children do better overall when they are placed with people they know. 
· We need to continue networking with kin to have them step forward to be resources.
· DCF issues waivers for those who have rehabilitated their lives (depending on circumstances) and want to provide kinship care despite past DCF or criminal involvement.  
· A recommendation was made for DCF to rethink/ restructure our messaging strategies so DCF can inform more people of the need for kinship care. 

Susan I. Hamilton Interim Commissioner Updates:
· Interim Commissioner Hamilton addressed the federal budget shutdown and challenges
· CT DCF budget is in good shape for purposes of continuing to provide any services that are done through the federal streams through the month of December.
· Commissioner Hamilton is in the process of having a listening tour to meet with providers and partners in the system to discuss our current array of services. 
· It was recommended that DCF take the lead, bringing together the various chairs and key stakeholders of service delivery for children to assist in making recommendations with short- and long-term strategic planning, which could influence decisions around the budget.

Regional Advisory Council Reports:
Region 2; Steven Rodriguez
· Advocacy presentation was held.
· Region 2 developing a basic needs list. 
· Samaris Rose joined and provided updates and information. 
· Malcolm Blue provided the DCF PIP presentation. 

Region 5; Deb Kelleher
· DCF Jennifer Avenia held presentation on immigration which was well received.

Region 1; Keisha Martin-Velez
· Met on 9/18/25.
· Regional Advisory Council  and Citizen's Review Panel meeting held together.
· Revisited Vision and Mission of Region 1. 
· Youth Advisory Board will be voting in a youth tri chair. 
· Samaris Rose joined and provided updates and information. 

Region 3; ?
· Met in September.
· A presentation took place regarding Regional permanency data. 
· RAC identifies 0-5 population and permanency as topics of interest for the upcoming meeting. 
· Next meeting 10/8/25.

Region 4; Jennifer Nadeau
· Met in September. 
· Breakthrough Parent Curriculum presentation was held. 
· Youth Advisory Board provided updates.
· Citizen's Review Panel provided updates.
· CRP is working on development of a survey for families and providers. 
· Samaris Rose joined and provided updates and information. 
· Few vacancies in Region 4's membership to be addressed by active recruitment.  

Region 6; Dreau Foster
· Met in September. 
· Discussed recruitment of more youth and families for the SAC.
· Samaris Rose joined and provided updates and information. 

Ending quote by Myke Halpin:
"You aren't going to save the world on your own, but you might inspire a generation of kids to save it for all of us. You will be amazed at what inspired children can do. Young people, when informed and empowered, when they realize that what they do truly makes a difference can indeed change the world." -Dr. Jane Goodall

Minutes prepared by Noemi Hammonds

Next SAC Meeting is Monday, November 3, 2025, 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 








