Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, May 5, 2025

Attendees
Renee Cimino, Tiffany McCarthy, Ken Mysogland, Steven Rodriguez, Rachael Levine, Deb Kelleher, Dr. Maritza Acosta, Dr. Irvin Jennings, Dr. Regina Moller, Myke Halpin, Brendan Burke, Dr. David  Fitzgerald, Malcolm Blue, Michelle Piper-Mitchell, Jules Calabro, Rosemary Wieworka, Tamara Bonilla, Sarah Gibson, Dr. Elisabeth Cannata, Jonathan Jacaruso, Sergio Alvarez, Mai Kader, Francesca Capodilupo, Kristin Graham, Sarah Eagan, Dr. Kathleen McKay, Sarah Lockery, Stephanie Cotton, Paul Guerrero, Samaris Rose, Dreau Foster, Lisa Girard, Derrick Shelton, Josh Michtom, Andrea Goetz, Commissioner Hill-Lilly, Keisha Martin-Velez, Joselyn Benoit, Gabrielle Hall
Minutes    
Dr. Regina Moller added her name to the attendance in April 2025 minutes. 
Francesca Capodilupo motioned the May minutes, seconded by Lisa Girard. 
Ken Mysogland - DCF's Chief Administrator of External Affairs Discussion with SAC
· Informational Hearing to be held jointly with the Children's and Educational Committees regarding Homeschooling. DCF will provide testimony as with the State Department of Education, Child Advocate and the Homeschool network representatives.  
· The new DCF website is now live. Please provide Ken any feedback. 
· New DCF logo and branding materials are now in place and all communications need to reflect the updated images. 
· "Spotlight on What's Right" newsletter continues to be produced monthly. Included in the Commissioner's opening message is the monthly video where she gives thanks to the Statewide Advisory Council. 
· A press conference with took place with Governor Lamont and the Department of Agriculture to highlight Child Abuse Prevention and Animal Cruelty Month and the importance of cross-reporting. 
Commissioner Jodi Hill- Lilly Discussion with SAC:
· Acknowledgements of two DCF staff members.
· Ken Mysogland will be delivering the 2025 Commencement speech at Sacred Heart University's School of Social Work graduation today. 
· Samaris Rose is DCF's newly appointed Parent with Lived Expertise Consultant. 
· Informational Hearing  regarding Homeschooling.
· Gaps exist within the Homeschooling statutes leading to abuses of the system and they  may need to be addressed by the legislature.  
· We are trying to strike the balance in protecting children without infringing upon parents' rights.
· Good collaboration exists amongst DCF, SDE and Superintendents regarding educational neglect. 
· DCF has located and has reviewed records from the Waterbury case. 
· Upon preliminary review, it appears all protocols were followed based on best case practice and our policies at the time. The records will receive a full review consistent with our Continuous Quality Assurance process. 
· The Office of the Child Advocate will also review the records as well as they have received them along with the Waterbury Police Department. 
· The question was raised about State Agencies sending out a unified message to communities about how to be a good neighbor consistent with "See something, say something."
· Foster Care Summit Recommendation.
· Commissioner Hill-Lilly believes it's a great idea as a way to formalize and address the concerns across the state. 
· This will generate Ideas to explore ways to strengthen the entirety of the foster care system.
Rosemary Wieworka - DCF's Chief of Continuous Quality Improvement and Data Scientist Dr. Kathleen McKay discuss data Re: Prevention and Well-Being 
Please see the document provided. 
The goal is for the RACs to have a better understanding of their communities and identify gaps so they can participate in solutions when they have localized data. 
Prevention and Wellbeing Discussion.
· The Prevention and Wellbeing scorecards were reviewed. 
· The volume of families served is trending downward per quarter.
· Rates of children entering foster care are below the national average. 
· Under CAPTA, hospitals can provide a notification of a child being exposed to substances and documentation of a Family Care Plan. However, a report of child abuse or neglect must be made to the Careline. 
· Multidisciplinary Evaluations (MDE) are to take place within 30 days after a child comes into care.
· A question was raised regarding the accuracy of the MDE data.
· *Data will be tracked back to the original sources and reviewed. 
· Services Post Majority (SPM) pertain to youth after they turn 18 years old. 
· A question was raised about the capacity of the Voluntary Care Management program.
· Numbers will be provided.
· A discussion occurred about the importance of streamlining how families move from a CPS point to a Voluntary Care Management point. 
· A suggestion was made to add the Fiscal year to dates in addition to using quarters to clarify data. 
· The data needs to address where there is a gap between what families claim they need versus what they are receiving. This could help with individualized treatment. 
· Carelon has data of Medicaid population, not private or commercial insurance populations. 
· Gabrielle Hall of Carelon will work with Rosemary Wieworka to gather data points to present to the SAC.
Regional Advisory Council Reports 
Region 2; Sarah Lockery
· Region 2 wants to review data specific to their Region.
· The RAC reviewed adherence to RAC By-Laws.
· Region 2 has a fluid membership, no executive committee
· No DCF assistance with minutes and distribution of information 
· Request to discuss trauma amongst the RAC members and impact of our work on them. 
Region 3; Lisa Girard
· Region 3 met in April.
· Discussed the RAC's focus for the upcoming year.
· The RAC will have the DCF (0-5 population) presentation in May and receive input from foster families. 
Region 5; Deb Kelleher
· Region 5 RAC meets with providers on a monthly basis.
· Steven Rodrigues provided an RJI update in March. 
· The RAC received UCC updates and data.
· A Homeschooling discussion took place. 
· A priority survey was provided to RAC members. 
· Next RAC is May 19th 
Region 6; Tamara Bonilla
· UConn presented the Parenting Breakthrough curriculum.
· CONNECT grant presentation took place. 
· A conversation took place regarding ways the RAC can support the placement crisis.
Region 1; Tiffany McCarthy
· RAC met on April 11th
· Carelon presented their Autism services. 
· Sexual Assault services presentation also took place. 
· The RAC is monitoring membership list for updated information. 
Region 4; Sarah Gibson
· Met on April 15th.
· A CRP meeting will take place next week and Carelon will be presenting on Voluntary Care Management.
· Internal DCF legal team will discuss the appeal process and Central Registry. 
· An in-depth conversation took place regarding Juvenile Justice and the themes and trends present in our communities. 
· The RAC has appointed members on terms, and several vacancies for family members. 

Myke Halpin Closing quote: " If we laugh and sing a little as we fight the good fight of freedom, it makes it all go easier. I will not allow my life's light to be determined by the darkness around me" - Sojourner Truth
Next SAC meeting: Monday, June 7, 2025,   8a-10a
Minutes: Noemi Hammonds







                             



