Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, March 3, 2025

Attendees
Commissioner Jodi Hill-Lily, Ken Mysogland, Tiffany McCarthy, Sarah Gibson, Myke Halpin, Sarah Lockery, Jennifer Nadeau, Lisa Girard, Patricia Gaylord, Brendan Burke, Malcolm Blue, Michelle Piper-Mitchell, Regina Moller, Sergio Alvarez, Steven Rodriguez, Renee Cimino, Rachael Levine, Keisha Martin-Velez, Dr. Joyce Taylor, Kristin Graham, Dr. Elisabeth Cannata, Jonathan Jacaruso, Jules Calabro, Gabrielle Hall, Dreau Foster, Erin McNeff, Paul Guerrero, Jenny Bridges, Deb Kelleher, Tamara Bonilla, Dr. Irvin Jennings, David Fitzgerald,  Mai Kader, Josh Michtom, Karen. Hurdle 
Minutes 
Regina Moller motioned the February minutes, second by Lisa Girard. No amendments. 
RAC reports: 
Region 5; Patricia Gaylord
· No report this month.
Region 2; Sarah Lockery
· Region 2 RAC met regarding Federal Immigration policies and strategies to help families.
· The RAC is in the process of planning an event with providers and DCF staff focusing on networking and learning about individualized care. 
· The enhancement of Citizen's Review Panels is also a point of focus. 
· RAC members have a high interest in reviewing data specific to the Region. 
Region 3; Lisa Girard
· Region 3 RAC met on 2/26/25.
· The members heard a presentation by Carelon Behavioral Health regarding the Community Pathways line.
· A presentation was given regarding housing for Transitional Aged Youth (TAY).
· The next RAC meeting is scheduled for March. 
Region 4; Sarah Gibson
· Region 4 RAC met on 2/18/25 and had a great turnout. 
· The RAC provided updates from Governor Lamont's immigration crisis response and shared resources. "State of the State." 
· A discussion centered on the role of DCF Court Liaison.
· An ongoing conversation will take place regarding Region 4 RAC representation. 
· Plans were discussed to provide data to RAC members on a quarterly basis.  
Region 1; Tiffany McCarthy
· Region 1 RAC met on 2/21/25.
· The group discussed the immigration issues impacting families which includes Family Preparedness Plans for all families and not just those undocumented and other resources. 
· RAC discussed the Department's position on the Federal Immigration policies. 
· A suggestion was made to have the local Board of Education come and speak about their response to the immigration policies. 
Region 6; Dreau Foster
· Region 6 RAC has a Quality Parenting Initiative (QPI) presentation on 2/13/25.
· Explored strategies to engage more families in joining the RAC. 
· The next RAC meeting will be held on 3/13/25.
Ken Mysogland DCF's Chief Administrator of External Affairs Discussion with the SAC 
· Participated in the Statewide RAC meetings where common themes have emerged.
· Reiterated that DCF is staying the course in continuing to support and protect all children and families regardless of immigration status, race, sexual orientation, etc. .
DCF Commissioner Jodi Hill Lilly's Discussion with SAC 
· The Commissioner appreciates hearing the reports from the different Regions.
· The Commissioner emphasizes DCF is staying the course in terms of our values and practices related to the supports we offer and that she is grateful to be a Connecticut resident during these trying times. 
· The DCF legislative bills are more technical in nature and have made it out of the Committee of cognizance.  
· One piece of legislation we do not agree with proposes the Court to be able to commit a child after they turn 18 years of age if the Neglect Petition was filed before their 18th birthday. We disagree as if DCF is going to be a young adult servicing Agency in this capacity, we need to be properly resourced. 
· Part of DCF agency bill S.B 1311 will give DCF the statutory authority to license child placement agencies for individuals up to age 22 to comply with special education services. 
· It was requested that DCF consider increasing the age to support young adults with their college subsidy until perhaps age 26 given what we know about brain development especially in youth who have had traumatic experiences.
· Perhaps the 4 years of support could start the first year of college and not be based on age. This would take into account a gap year. 
· A Fiscal note would be attached and would require additional funding. 
· Could we enhance our partnership with the State Department of Education to make this work?
· Should the SAC raise this as a recommendation? 
· The Commissioner emphasized that this idea and other legislative proposals are well intended. If changes are to be made, DCF must be supported by statutory authority, financial resources and staffing expertise in order to effectively implement what is expected. 
·  What can the SAC do to support?
· Advocate for more financial resources, expertise and statutory authority
· There are 2 sides to DCF: Child Protective Services and Children's Behavioral Health. 
· DCF is often used as the point of entry into the DDS and DMHAS adult systems.
· DMHAS has a Young Adult Services program, but DDS does not. 
· It was noted that a smother transition process is needed to move youth into these adult serving system especially if they are involved in Voluntary Care Management. 
· DCF staff do need more expertise to support those with ASD and IDD.
· The point was raised that the Foster care providers are experiencing difficulty in obtaining insurance. A follow-up will take place next month. 
· Deputy Commissioner Joyce C Taylor suggests having a SAC planning meeting regarding Immigration topics.
· DCF will provide resources pertaining to immigration on our website. 
April agenda: CFSP data RE: safety and permanency data
Executive Session commenced: Citizen's Review Panel 
Next meeting: Monday, April 7, 2025, 8am-10am







