Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, July 7, 2025

Attendees: 
Ken Mysogland, Rachael Levine, Regina Moller, Sarah Lockery, Myke Halpin, Dr. Elisabeth Cannata, Tiffany McCarthy, Deb Kelleher, Dr. David Fitzgerald, Lisa Ramos, Brendan Burke, Malcolm Blue, Steven Rodriguez, Sarah Gibson, Jules Calabro, Michelle Piper-Mitchell, Dr. Maritza Acosta, Tamara Bonilla, Jonathan Jacaruso, Pamela Williams, Josh Michtom, Kristin Graham, Christopher Scott, Renee Cimino, Karen Hurdle, Kristin Graham, Mai Kader, Dreau Foster, Derrick Shelton, Krystal Rich, Lena Esposito, Joselyn Benoit, Sergio Alvarez, Neil Ford Jr., Shirley Ellis-West.
Minutes:
July minutes were approved via a motion by Regina Moller and second by Rachael Levine.
Ken Mysogland, DCF Chief Administrator of External Affairs- DCF Updates:
· The unexpected passing of Beresford Wilson - a passionate and unwavering advocate for children and families - was announced. A moment of silence to honor him was taken.
· As stated in announcing his death, "Beresford’s advocacy --particularly through AFCAMP, Inc., FAVOR, Inc., the CONNECT grants, and numerous advisory boards --amplified the voices of families and helped shape statewide policies and systems that center equity, lived experience, and hope. He brought wisdom, lived insight, and fierce commitment to every table, ensuring that families were not only heard but empowered. His legacy will endure in the lives of the many families he supported, the systems he helped improve, and the countless youths whose futures are brighter because of his work. We extend our heartfelt condolences to his family, friends, and all those whose lives he touched. His spirit will remain a guiding force in our continued efforts to serve children and families across Connecticut."
· Missing from Care Audit was released.
· It covers the State Fiscal Years of 2021, 2022, 2023.
· "Missing from Care" is a Federal term encompassing youth who leave their placements in unauthorized fashion. 
· The definition of AWOL- is a youth that is absent without leave, but we know where they are, but they are refusing to come back to their approved placement. 
· The definition of Runaway is a youth on the run and DCF cannot confirm location at that time.
· DCF has made significant progress in the past 2 years in updating policy and the practice guide and has worked with the Children's Bureau to ensure our work reflects best case practice.  
· The youth on the SAC could be of assistance in reviewing policy and procedures. 
· Youth placed with DCF are not in locked facilities unless they are admitted to Solnit South Hospital or placed into a Detention facility. Staff do not restrain youth who are attempting to leave. 
· Groups of youth may leave at the same time which leads to concerns of trafficking. 
· Youth also may leave to find/ smoke marijuana. Phone apps are available now to buy and have marijuana delivered to your location. 
· Youth are screened and assessed upon return from AWOL or Runaway status at times by a medical facility. 
· OCA and DCF  have had continuous discussions regarding youth in STTAR placements and their complex behaviors.
· Youth are most likely running to something else of interest versus away from an issue in their current placement. 
· The AWOL/Runaway database is reviewed on a weekly basis. When a child is identified as missing, the social worker consults with the Human Anti-Trafficking Response Team (HART) within two business days to assess risk factors. Additionally, when a child is placed on runaway status, a report is made by the social worker to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) within 24 hours. Upon the child's return, child is screened, and a meeting is held to discuss service planning and placement, in collaboration with the Regional Resource Group (RRG), to ensure the child's safety and well-being.
· SAC members thoughts on how to assist youth in DCF care/ placements 
· Expressed the importance of asking the youth their reasoning for running away.
· Responses to youth should be individualized which includes relationship building. 
· The need for better messaging delivery when informing youth about their placement. 
· Other entities need to be part of the solution to strengthen the entire system--not just DCF.
· Exploring the idea of not only providing youth with a place or care but also a place of permanent residence. 
· Respite care is needed throughout our system. 
· Legislative session ended June 4, 2025.
· DCF is pleased with results of the session, and a Legislative Summary, will be provided for review.
· 
Rosemary Wieworka, DCF Bureau Chief of Continuous Quality Improvement:
· Unsafe Sleep Presentation
· Please see attached Unsafe Sleep Presentation 
· Parents' unintentional or intentional acts of sharing sleep spaces with their child/ children do not always warrant a substantiation. 
· DCF received 34 reports of a child fatality due to unsafe sleep between January 2023 through October 2024, 66% of the reports were not substantiated for child abuse or neglect
· DCF continues to look at policy change, statewide communication and training for staff.
· Child and Family Services Review (CFSR) update:
· This is a Federal audit of the entire Child Welfare System and not solely the Child Welfare Agency. 
· The Final Results meeting will most like be in July 2025.
· DCF will need to create a Program Improvement Plan (PIP) for any factors that are not in substantial conformity consistent with the plans developed by other states.
· No state or jurisdiction across the country passes the CFSR and all eventually submit a Program Improvement Plan.

Regional Advisory Council Reports:

Region 3; Jonathan Jacaruso
· Region 3 does not meet during the Summer. 
· No updates

Region 5; Sergio Alvarez
· Next meeting is July 28th

Region 1; Tiffany McCarthy
· Region 1 met on 6/20
· Next meeting is in September

Region 4: Dr. David Fitzgerald
· No updates provided.

Region 2; Steven Rodriguez
· RJI presentation took place with the RAC members
· Next meeting is in September 

Region 6; Dreau Foster
· No meeting in June 
· Next meeting will be on July 10th 

Closing quote - "What is the difference between an obstacle and an opportunity? Our attitude toward it. Every opportunity has a difficulty, and every difficulty has an opportunity. I've always believed that you can think positive just as well as you can think negative". - Australian theologian James Sidlow Baxter 

Next Meeting: Monday, August 4th, 2025, from 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.











