Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, January 6, 2025

Attendees
Commissioner Jodi Hill Lilly, Ken Mysogland Sarah Lockery, Myke Halpin, Tiffany McCarthy, Gwyneth Smith, Lisa Ramos, Corrina Martin, Lisa Girard, Jules Calabro, Mai Kader, Tamara Bonilla, Samaris Rose, Michelle Piper-Mitchell, Malcolm Blue, Jennifer Nadeau, Dr. Elisabeth Cannata, Jonathan Jacaruso, Zosh Flammia, Dr. Irvin Jennings, Dr. Joyce Taylor, Deb Kelleher, Gabrielle Hall, Kristen Graham, Francesca Capodilupo, Derrick Shelton, Paul Guerrero, Patricia Gaylord, Rachael Levine, Sarah Gibson, Jenny Bridges, Sergio Alvarez, Steven Rodriguez, Lena Esposito, Mikhela Hull, Renee Cimino, (860-301-4856)?
SAC Minutes
Samaris Rose accepted the motion to move the minutes as amended and seconded by Francesca Capodilupo 
Commissioner Discussion with SAC
· Legislative proposal from members of Family Forward advocacy regarding adolescent youth who have not received permanency could petition the courts for termination of parental rights. A provision of the statute allows for parents who have had their rights terminated to become legal guardians again of their children but not to have full parents' rights reinstated.  
· SOUL Family: National movement for youth and young adults to express who they believe should be involved in their transition into adulthood.
· Ending the Need for Group Placement (ENGP):
· Moving from congregate care to being "treatment episodes" versus "placements."
· DCF wants structure in place for youth entering into adulthood. 
· DCF collaborating with DDS and DMHAS for older aged youth:
· DCF has 600+ youth who are over the age of 18 years that we are supporting.
· Greater collaboration is needed amongst agencies to ensure services and supports run smoothly as DMHAS has Young Adult Services (YAS), but DDS does not have that program. 
· There is an increase in the number of children entering care with ASD and IDD. 
· DCF meets with JB-CSSD regularly to discuss cross-over youths involved with both systems as they provide unique challenges. 
· Status of Behavioral Health Connect grant:
· The grant provides funding for Behavioral Health and Juvenile Justice oversight groups to come together and discuss cases. It was proven to be effective. 
· School partnerships are also a focus
· Possibly the pandemic, workforce and complex needs of families have delayed planning 
· Multiple groups are working on children's behavioral health and need coordination not to duplicate efforts:
· Transforming Children's Behavioral Health Policy and Planning Committee
· Children's Behavioral Health Implementation Plan
· DCF reinstated Court Liaisons.
· Beneficial bridge of connection between DCF/Probation/Courts to coordinate services and prevent youth from coming into care. 
· Work is in progress to ensure court liaisons are physically in the court and not teleworking given the complexities of this role. 
· Some Area Offices meet regularly with local Probation Officers.
· Local Interagency Services Teams (LIST) were discussed
· Previous CSSD contract
· Streamlined the JRB structure statewide. 
· The Waterbury Pilot in the school systems has been met with great success at preventing reports of abuse and neglect coming to DCF.
Regional Advisory Council Updates
Region 3; Lisa Girard
· RAC met in December and had a presentation about the LAUNCH program which was well received. 
· Next meeting 1/8/25.
Region 5; Patricia Gaylord
· Next meeting 1/27/25 and the group meets bimonthly.
· Citizens Review Panel is focusing on Health and Wellbeing as well as CAPTA legislation.
Region 6; Tamara Bonilla
· No meeting in December with the next being 1/9/25.
Region 4; Jennifer Nadeau
· No meeting in December with the next meeting on 1/21/25.
Region 2; Sarah Lockery
· RAC met on 1/3/25
· Partnership of Kristin Graham and Mikhela Hull regarding advancing the Connect 4 grant
· Creating bridges within school systems.
· Field trips occurred to look at different levels of care.
· Region 2 is in the preliminary stage creating an event regarding worker retention.
· Discussed structure of Citizens Review Panel.
· Foster Care recruitment and the SAC's role to assist was a topic of discussion.
· Discussed the value of case review meetings held in person vs. remote.
· Members are ready to look into data specific to the Region.
Region 1; Tiffany McCarthy
· No meeting in December with the next meeting on 1/17/25.
· A meeting will occur later this week to discuss Citizens Review Panel reports. 

Legislative Matters
· Potential legislation to be proposed by Maureen O’Neill Davis, Family Forward Advocacy
· Ken will send DCF's proposals for this legislative session
· Myke and Sarah attended the introductory meeting of the "Working Group: Review data and information regarding the effectiveness of the DCF is discharging its child protection responsibilities." They will keep the SAC updated on relevant information. 

Ken Mysogland DCF Report 
· DCF Website is being modernized which includes updating the SAC page.
· Discussion occurred as to what the specification of the SAC minutes should be for public viewing. 
· SAC Recommendations for the CRPs:
· To ensure CT has 3 CRPs required under state statute. 
· The Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) should be one of the CRPs, yet OCA does not agree.
· DCF response to these recommendations is to remain with 1 CRP per region and add the SAC becoming a CRP.
· There will be no reduction in CRPs with one being added. 
· More clarity on formal CRP members, confidentiality statements and training and structure will need to be discussed. 
· CRP Chairs to discuss training on confidentiality with cases.
· DCF is trying to enhance the role of the SAC 
· Thoughts, issues, recommendations on how that could occur. 
· No reduction to CRPs.
· Possible bylaws could be developed for CRPs.
· DCF's draft recommendations to the SAC Annual Report were discussed. 

Discussion - Impact of Race on Child Welfare System in CT
· Discussion occurred regarding the impact of race on decision making across the entire Child Welfare System. 
· What are all the entities that come into the lives of new parents and families?
· Community providers, schools, pediatricians, churches, extended families
· What are the entities that come into the lives of parents when a child is injured, and abuse/neglect is suspected?
· Schools, medical providers, DCF, mandated reporters, Judges, etc. 
· How does race impact each of the above?
· Cultural differences 
· What is being done to educate the system about the impact of race?
· What is being done to create a more just system?
· More information to be delivered to ensure the RAC is aware of all of the Racial Justice frameworks, programs and trainings provided by DCF along with community members. 

Ending Quote, Myke Halpin
 "Do not allow people to dim your shine because they are blinded. Tell them to put some sunglasses on…"  -Lady Gaga

Next meeting: Monday, February 3rd 8am-10am

Executive Session scheduled for February 3rd 9am-10am
