Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, February 3, 2025

Attendees
Commissioner Jodi Hill-Lilly, Myke Halpin, Sarah Lockery, Ken Mysogland, Jennifer Nadeau, Erin McNeff, Samaris Rose, Deb Kelleher, Rachael Levine, Dr. Irvin Jennings, Patricia Gaylord, David Fitzgerald, Lisa Ramos, Malcolm Blue, Jenny Bridges, Kyle Morrell, Sarah Gibson, Jonathan Jacaruso, Minerva Johnson, Michelle Piper-Mitchell, Alison Buerk, Kristen Graham, Dreau Foster, Karen Hurdle, Tamara Bonilla, Gabrielle Hall, Tiffany McCarthy, Sergio Alvarez, Paul Guerrero, Mai Kader, Dr. Elisabeth Cannata, Dr. Joyce Taylor, Steven Rodriguez, Keisha Martin-Velez, Josh Michtom, Regina Moller, Rosemary Wieworka, Lisa Girard
Minutes
December minutes were accepted by Tiffany McCarthy, seconded by Lisa Girard. No amendments. 
Regional Advisory Council Updates 
Region 3; Lisa Girard
· No meeting in January and will meet in February on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.
· 2 presentations will be held during February RAC meeting which will be the Community Pathways program and the Thames Valley Community Services Housing programs.
Region 5; Patricia Gaylord
· The RAC met on 1/27/25 and will meet again in March. 
· A discussion occurred regarding the immigration crisis.
· RAC will share resources with families .
· Agencies have discussed that fewer children are going to school and less families are showing up for mental health appointments. 
· Planning Procurement training is scheduled for 4/1/25.
· Next meeting in March. 
· The poll survey on RAC's focus for the year and they are awaiting the results. 
Region 6; Dreau Foster
· Launch program presentation on 1/9/25.
· Those interested in becoming a CRP member should contact the Co-Chairs.
· A focus for 2025 will be resources for foster families.
Region 2; Sarah Lockery
· The SAC is focusing on the development of regional events, with Workforce Retention and Networking training being two of the topics. 
Region 4; Sarah Gibson
· Met in January with Membership and Budget as topics. 
· CRP is separate from the RAC and the CRP reported out to the SAC that their focus is on looking at the process of reviewing and appealing substantiations and Central Registry.
· Update on the LAUNCH program was provided by youth.  
Region 1; Tiffany McCarthy
· Met in January
· The RAC is looking into how to create discussion in their CRP.
· An update on the LAUNCH program was provided. 
· April-Autism awareness month with events being planned. 
Legislative reports
N/A
DCF Commissioner Discussion with SAC
· Ongoing and bidirectional conversations take place all the time regarding the impact of the new Administration. 
· Immigration Practice Memo provided to the SAC members. 
· DCF will "stay the course" regarding Immigration, Racial Justice and LGBTQIA+ matters.
· The current climate presents unique challenges in engaging with children and families. 
· As of 2/3/25, there has been no impact of the reduction of Federal funds to CT.
· The Department has heard school attendance rates have decreased in some areas as well as participation in outpatient therapy. 
· Discussed the Standby Guardianship Program which is Statewide and not a DCF program. 
· Nationally, there is a placement crisis and shortage of foster homes which is impacted by the economy, costs of housing, continuation of the COVID impact and other factors. 
Additional Reports 
· Annie C. Courtney has purchased 3 homes for kids transitioning out of foster care.
Executive Session commence: Citizen's Review Panel 
Next meeting: Monday, March 3, 2025, 8am-10am
