Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, April 7, 2024
Attendees
Ken Mysogland, Samaris Rose, Renee Cimino, Lisa Girard, Patricia Gaylord, Myke Halpin, Maritza Acosta, Krystal Rich, Sarah Lockery, Malcolm Blue, Dreau Foster, Joselyn Benoit, David Fitzgerald, Pam Williams, Rosemary Wieworka, Deb Kelleher, Dr. Irvin Jennings, Lisa Ramos, Dr. Elisabeth Cannata, Karen Hurdle, Steven Rodriguez, Rachael Levine, Michelle Piper- Mitchell, Brendan Burke, Jennifer Nadeau, Kristin Graham, Paul Guerrero, Gwyneth Smith, Mai Kader, Sergio Alvarez, Tamara Bonilla, Kathleen McKay, Jonathan Jacaruso, Gabrielle Hall, Tiffany McCarthy, Dr. Joyce Taylor, Stephanie (no last name; camera off), Francesca Capodilupo, Derrick Shelton, Sarah Eagan.
Minutes
Lisa Girard motioned the March minutes, second by Samaris Rose. 
Ken Mysogland - DCF's Chief Administrator of External Affairs Discussion with the SAC
· DCF has selected Samaris Rose for the Parent with Lived Expertise Consultant position. Start date is April 21st.
· New Director of Community Relations/ Ombudsman is Maritza Acosta.
· Former Social Worker and Waterbury & Meriden Office Director. 
· Waterbury case: DCF's involvement/ full context of statement
· DCF has reviewed the electronic database which is LINK and CMS.
· No electronic records were located.
· CT State expungement statute (state law) indicates if the Department investigates a family and allegations are unsubstantiated, the electronic record is expunged 5 years after the last unsubstantiated report. If a substantiation occurs, all records remain and are not expunged. 
· Expungement procedure is a state statute is not a DCF policy.
· Exploring ways to clean up the statute 
· In the Department's physical closed records archives, there is history on the family
· DCF did provide to the SAC both media statements regarding this case. 
· DCF is Currently reviewing the history of this case through the lens of Quality Assurance and Continuous Quality Improvement like all case reviews. 
· DCF is being as transparent as possible according to the state statute regarding what we can disclose to the media. 
· Waterbury Police Department has a copy of DCF closed records. 
· DCF is communicating with the Office of Child Advocate (OCA), and they will also be provided with a copy of the records. 
· Question asked by SAC Chair: Does DCF maintain a log with date/ names etc.?
· Ken Mysogland will get back with an answer
· Homeschooling
· DCF's position is that Homeschooling in and of itself does not constitute child abuse or neglect.
· DCF will investigate and accept a report of child maltreatment that meets our statutory definitions regardless of where a child receives their education. 
· CT Legislature is discussions on how to tighten homeschooling laws. 
· OCA Assistant Child Advocate, Brendan Burke: reinforced DCF's statement. 
· OCA is doing a full investigation into the Waterbury case.
· Nationally, CT is in the lowest 5% of homeschool laws, restrictions, accountability
· Unfortunately, some families do use homeschooling to shield children from mandated reporters.
· Some aspects to the Waterbury case:
· State law records expungement
· Policies 
· Home schooling
· This is a multiagency, groups and systems issue to solve and not just DCF.   
· DCF's Homeschooling policy has not changed as abuse and neglect is abuse and neglect regardless of where a child receives their education. 
· A negative stigma does surround families who homeschool their children. How can the system message to others differently about Homeschooling?
· DCF will not accept a report indicating "a child is being homeschooled". DCF may accept a report of the disenrolling of a child centers around a recent abuse and neglect allegation. 
· A question was raised as to how DCF and Homeschool Association could work together for recommendations for a reasonable process to prevent situations like the Waterbury case.
· Center for Children's Advocacy Executive Director, Sarah Eagan provided more information. 
· CT does not have a statutorily framework for how children are withdrawn from school and educated in different environments. 
· Parents have constitutional rights on how they choose to educate their children and states have a compelling state interest to ensure the education and safety for their citizens.
· CT's issue is the balancing of these rights.
· Too early to tell if the Waterbury case will influence the lawmakers to amend the expungement of records statute.
Office of the Child Advocate: CT Probate Court Guardianship Proceedings
· (See attached report)
· Report notes recommendations for DCF, and the Agency provided a written response which can be found at the end of the report. 
· DCF has a good relationship with the Probate Court and the two parties meet consistently. 
· DCF believes the OCA report went beyond its intended scope according to the legislation. 
· One recommendation noted regarding Social Workers receiving  additional training. 
· All DCF Social workers receive 3-4 months of training. Depending on the area the social worker is in with DCF  they receive additional specific training areas such as adolescents, investigation, probate, etc.


David Fitzgerald, Ph.D - UConn Health 
· Introduced an opportunity for parents who have experienced trauma.  
· Breakthrough Parenting Curriculum (BPC) (10- week program)
· BPC presentation will be presented to region 6 on 4/10/2025
· Designed to review what trauma is and help parents with trauma reformed parenting 
· One goal of this program is to use this as evidence-based practice
· Virtual and in-person 
· (Please see attached brochure)

Rosemary Wieworka - DCF's Chief of Continuous Quality Improvement and Data Scientist Dr. Kathleen McKay discuss data Re: Safety and Permanency 
· Safety and Permanency scorecard was presented. 
· Scorecard data Dictionary was also provided. 
· Safety: 
· Recurrence of maltreatment appears to increase. 
· Federal measures may be different than State measures. 
· CT's relative and kin placement is higher than the national average. 
· The presentation to be broken down so that members/Regions can understand these numbers. 
· (Please see attached PowerPoint presentation)
· Permanency:
· Federal measures 
· Permanency is difficult in the short term but improves 12+ months out. 
· The goal is to have families reunify within 12 months. 
· What is considered a reasonable time regarding permanency? Is 12 months reasonable?
· Measurement of time can be difficult to measure. 
· Possible reasons that impact the turnarounds for reunification/ permanency:
· National workforce shortage can. 
· Complexity of allegations can impact the process.
· Waitlists for services can impact the turnarounds.
· Systemic efforts.
· Shortage in foster families. 

Foster care discussion to be tabled for next meeting. 

Ken Mysogland and Dr. Joyce Taylor will discuss deeper dive into trend analysis/ data so Ken can bring this information back to the SAC for understanding and a discussion. 

Myke Halpin, closing quote: "You only live once; but if you do it right, once is enough" - May West

Next meeting: Monday, May 5, 2025, 8a-10a 

Minutes: Noemi Hammonds 











  

