Statewide Advisory Council
September 9. 2024

The meeting was held only with appointed members of the Statewide Advisory Council
Attendees:
Corrina Martin, Ken Mysogland, Dr. Irvin Jennings, Patricia Gaylord, David Fitzgerald, Sarah Lockery, Deb Kelleher, Lisa Ramos, Renee Cimino, Samaris Rose, Erin McNeff, Myke Halpin, Regina Moller, Francesca Capodilupo, Admin. Levinelit.com, Stephanie Cotton, Jennifer Nadeau
The AI notetaker removed from the SAC meeting. 
Sarah Lockery
· Brief introductions of RAC Representatives  
· R6 Representative seat still vacant 
· Appointed by the Governor:
· Regina Moller
· Dr. Elisabeth Cannata 
· Neil Ford Jr.
· Dr. Irv Jennings
· Rachael Levine
· Samaris Rose
· Corrina Martin 
· Pending member, Lisa Ramos
· Renee Cimino 
· Anna Rose Thelmaque has resigned due to school schedule 	
SAC Requirements per Statute
· SAC needs to obtain DCF's response and updates about recommendations and fatality reports 
· SAC has started the process.
· Asked Ken Mysogland to provide DCF's responses to recommendations 
· Updates from workgroup that is established to review data and information regarding effectiveness of DCF in discharging its child protection responsibilities and to develop plan for the public dissemination of such data and information regularly. (SAC Co-Chairs are members of workgroup per statute)
· Seems redundant (SAC needs clarification on this per Sarah and Myke)
· The SAC to conduct an annual evaluation to determine extent to which DCF is discharging its child protection responsibilities under state and federal law
· SAC to review the DCF Annual Progress and Services Report about CFSP (due July 1 annually)
· Outcomes for wellbeing, prevention, racial justice and workforce 
· Review DCF's Annual report on their progress
· Conduct review of DCF data pertaining to child safety, well-being and permanency. 
· Child and Family Services Plan (CFSP)- Due every 5 years and includes DCF goals- SAC to review and identify what objectives it will monitor with data
· SAC will review data 6 times a year to focus on each area: Safety, Permanency, Well-Being, Prevention, Racial Justice, and Workforce to better support the Department. 
DCF Updates/Ken Mysogland
· DCF is grateful for Sarah Lockery and Myke Halpin's leadership.
· Preparing for October's SAC meeting to begin the conversation/process in focusing on Safety and Permanency
· DCF will provide data that is currently available
· SAC requests Statewide and Regional data
· Data sets from CFSR and DCF report card for recommendations 
· Review on the significance of Child and Services Plan (CFSR)
· Reviews DCF's operations, safety of children, moving children to permanency, well-being and other data elements 
· CFSR plan focuses on DCF's goals, priorities and mission - viewed by the Federal government 
· Federal partners will be coming to DCF 3rd week of October and hold community partner groups to discuss engagement, planning etc.
· Children's Bureau has reviewed DCF's self-assessment 

SAC Annual Report to DCF Commissioner
Feedback on draft report recommendations
· Dr. Cannata: Emphasized the need of collaboration throughout report
· Clarification on bonding within the draft report from Deb Kelleher in #11 
· The SAC requests that DCF continue to advocate for the nonprofit community with regards to making sure bonding remains available as these funds have proven necessary for providers to continue to provide high quality care
· Deb Kelleher thoughts/ questioned recommendation #20
· Because the mandate of CRPs is so large, the SAC recommends that Connecticut focus on creating three successful CRPs that are required and no more.
· 7 CRPS may be too many, but 3 CRPS may not be enough.
· 3 CRPS are needs per state statute 
· CRPS needs to be structured and formalized. 3 CRPS may be a good start 
· Recommended to discuss with citizens on the ground
· Sarah Lockery recommended to amend #20's language to read:" The SAC is recommending that we focus on making sure we have 3 sustainable CRPs" to ensure compliance with the state statute. 
· Patricia Gaylord recommends adding: "Strengthening the CRPs"
· Corrina Martin suggested forming possible subgroups or working groups from the SAC to guide the CRP discussion
SAC Meeting Schedule
· Earlier meetings are suggested due to youth class schedule --preferred starting at 8am
· End with RAC reports instead of starting with the RAC reports. 
· New time: 1st Monday of the month from 8a-10a.
· Can Zoom be considered instead of Microsoft Teams
· Minutes will be provided for Aug and Sept.

Ending note to SAC members from Sarah Lockery 
The SAC is also responsible with proving the DCF Commissioner with thoughts re: budget and legislative matters A rhythm of the process can help the Commissioner and Exec Team identify legislative matters that impact the budget re: recommendations or services needed for youth and families.
Next meeting: Monday, October 7, 2024, 8am-10am 



	
