Statewide Advisory Council
Monday, May 6, 2024 

Attendees:
· Deb Kelleher
· Sergio Alvarez
· Sarah Lockery
· Dr. Irv Jennings
· Lisa Girard
· Dr. Elisabeth Cannata
· Ken Mysogland
· Minerva Johnson
· Francesca Capodilupo
· Myke Halpin
· Malcolm Blue
· Jenny (Garcia) Bridges
· Nan Arnstein
· Gabrielle Hall
· Tamara Bonilla
· Steven Rodriguez
· Regina Moller 
· Stephanie Cotton
· Paul Guerrero
· Julie Calabro
· Noa Malone
· Samaris Rose
· Kristen Graham
· T
· Taylor Ford
· Tiffany McCarthy 
· Shirley Ellis-West
· Commissioner Hill-Lilly
· Rachael Levine
· Patricia Gaylord 



RAC reports: 
Region 3: Lisa Girard
· Met virtually last month RE: Data
· Refocus on mandate. 
· Next RAC meeting will be next week re: Behavioral Health w/ DCF's Dr. Frank Gregory 
· Welcomed Minerva Johnson, 	Systems Program Director for R3
Region 5: Deb Kelleher 
· No meeting last month
· Hosting Human Trafficking 1:1 on 6/12 
· DSS agreed to host Elder Abuse training on 5/17
· Next RAC meeting in May
· 3 members of CRP will be attending National CRP conference in San Diego
Sergio Alvarez
· RAC continues to host the meet the providers series the 3rd Thursday of each month. 
· Last few months focused on Autism services
· Carelon presented. 
Region 1: Tiffany McCarthy
· Last 2 meetings were cancelled
· Next RAC meeting 5/17
Region 6: Nan Arnstein
· April meeting was held in person at N.B Housing Authority
· Focused on 0-5 population 
· Presentation by the Director of Public Affairs and Resident's services for N. B Housing Authority
· Re: Housing issue in region 
· Discussed upcoming housing fair 
Region 2: Sarah Lockery
· RAC met last Friday
· 2 areas of focus
· 1. Having a better understanding of the community re: 0-5 children population with open DCF cases
· 2. Foster care; DCF struggling with finding foster homes for medically complex children, adolescents
· DCF presentation: Foster care 1:1 with Wendy Bonola 
Wendy will be joining the June meeting
Region 4: N/A

DCF Commissioner Hill-Lilly joined meeting. Priorities of the Commissioner, looking for feedback from the SAC:
· Asked the group their thoughts on in-person meetings. Are they more helpful? 
· 0-5 population as a priority 
· Appreciates the SAC's interest in wanting to be more helpful 
· Older youth in care transitioning process as another priority 
· How long should DCF be involved in young adults' lives? (While ensuring they have the care they need)
· Children's Behavioral Health 

SAC members provide feedback to Commissioner re: 
· Benefits of in person/ virtual meetings within region 
· Supports for young adults in DCF care are dependent on the individual (i.e. education)
· Examples of challenges young adults face/changes in life circumstances 

*Commissioner requests to meet again and have a deeper conversation about these priorities. Particular interest in transitioning youth

Minutes:
Moved as amended by Nan Arnstein, seconded by Samaris Rose 

Membership: 
APPOINTED:  Dr. Irv Jennings
		 Francesca Capodilupo 

PENDING: Plans to nominate Patricia Gaylord as R5 Representative 

VACANCIES:  
· Adult caregiver of youth involved with services (behavioral health, child welfare, juvenile justice)
· Young person, parent or other interest in delivery of services




SAC Legislation Committee Report  (Sammi, Sarah, Stephanie, Cynthia, Anna, Lisa, Neil)

· Sarah will be drafting required annual report according to statute for state legislature 
· No recent SAC involvement at LOB/ Capitol

SAC AGENDA ITEMS REQUESTED:

Youth Advisory Board and/or independent youth: N/A

RACs and Regional CRPs: N/A

Regional FAVOR reps and/or independent family members: N/A

SAC Members: 
· Lisa Girard: Data: As part of the "What are we going to do with the data once received?" Can we discuss the collected universal data as part of the SAC meetings?


DCF Report, Ken Mysogland:

· Commissioner Hill Lilly plans to attended meetings more often if her schedule permits 
· Commissioner's agenda:
· Questions revolving around whether children's behavioral health should be organized and administered by DCF (needs a formal discussion with SAC)
· The current focus of DCF 's administration is to ensure that children 0 to 5 can safely remain at home 
· Month of April: DCF reviewed all in home cases of children ages 0 to 5 regardless of allegations to ensure safety
· Subset: a little over a 1000 of these cases had children ages 0 to 5 living in these homes
· *Goal for next month: Ken wants to be able to provide the numbers of reviews that were done per region and the outcomes according to assessment tools provided
· If under 18 and was under DCF supports and leave, you can return for assistance according to particular criteria. 
· Challenges with this: Individual has been in DCF care, but there's a transfer of guardianship to relative or if individual has been adopted. (Considered no longer in DCF care)
· DCF received great feedback from the parent, kinship, youth groups (Facilitated conversations held in March)
· Child and Families services 5 year: Priorities & Goals examples:
· Fatherhood engagement
· Support and Training to Foster parents
· Federal standards and expectations
· Permanency outcomes 


Ken provided some of feedback from families:
· Families felt interactions felt rushed. 
· Wants DCF to be more clear, concise and articulate 
· Families want DCF to take a deeper look into their situation rather than just being assessed by the initial allegation provided
· IPV cases --need of support for families with this experience (i.e Housing)
· Understating the difference between progress and compliance with the supports provided 
· Explaining to families DCF's chain of command 
· Some families believed Family Court sided with the abusive partner
· Also, families felt that the Superior Court for Juvenile matters take DCF's word over private providers 
· Foster parents want to know more about the child and family of the child they are caring for 
· Kinship families also believe they needed training on the dynamics that change when a kinship placement occurs 
· In-home supports preferred by families 
· Be more aware of the emotion involved when it comes to families 
· Requesting more transparency--Example: "Why can't I go home?" Youth want the TRUTH 


*Ken welcomed feedback from the SAC on the attached documents 


· Deb Kelleher: Foster parents in training
· CT adopting a new training between Fall 2024 & and Jan 2025 which is part of the National development & training curriculum for foster and adoptive parents. 


Ken Mysogland, Collaborative Planning Efforts document: 
· Part of child and family services plan 
· How we gain input throughout the course of the year from stakeholders such as the SAC, YABs, etc.
· How to best integrate all the feedback received 

H.B. 5382: AAC The Recommendations of the Office of the Child Advocate
· Passed the CT House, most likely to pass CT  Senate 
· Recommendations for Juvenile Court, DCF and the SAC 
· SAC:
· Formation of the SAC
· Membership: 3 additional youth, 2 advocates  
· Meetings 
· Responsibilities
· SAC should conduct a review of data: child safety, well-being and permanency--not less than twice a year 
· Collaboration 
· Addressing disparities amongst minorities 
· Review of different types of data 
· When passed, working group will be formed to review the effectiveness of the SAC 
· Positive impact?
· Possible additional supports?
· Need of additional subgroups? 

Sarah Lockery's comments:
· Collaborative planning efforts document is not describing what the SAC is actually doing 
· SAC has evolved 
·  Believes SAC has geared away from some of the requirements of the state statute due to evolving 
· Some statutes re: SAC can be located in other areas 
· What should be done as a CRP vs as a SAC?

Regina Moller's comments:
· SAC should be apart of some of the proactive thinking (not after)


*Sarah, Myke and Ken to discuss next steps 

Ken discussed fatal go cart accident involving young child (Meriden case)
· Media wanted DCF history
· Ken asks SAC's their thoughts about this? At what point does the family's history kept privately when a child fatality occurs?
· SAC members provide feedback: 
· Questioning of privacy
· Nobody's business
· Relevance to the case? 
· Impact on families 
· What are the legal protections?

Ken discussed UCC funding plans:
· $7 million dollars in budget for UCC's 
· Medicaid funding 

Child First funding: 
· One time allotment of $10 million dollars
· Not intended to be permanent
· A bridge to get Child First stabilized


*Ken to look into if STARR takes patients by ambulance 

Regina Moller, budget:

· Received new allotment of funds 
· Balance: $8,942.29




Myke Halpin ending quote: "The true test of the civilization of any race is not what it knows how to do in the exceptional moments, but what it does in the ordinary times when it is not stirred by passion and enthusiasm"
-Child Welfare Pioneer, Jane Addams 


Next meeting:
Monday, June 3, 2024 9:30a-12p










