Statewide Advisory Council
6/3/24
Attendees
Dr. Irv Jennings, Sarah Lockery, Ken Mysogland, Myke Halpin, Jennifer Nadeau, Nan Arnstein, Sergio Alvarez, Michelle Piper-Mitchell, Anna Rose Thelemaque, Regina Moller, Deb Kelleher, Kristen Graham, Francesca Capodilupo, Steven Rodriguez, Minerva Johnson, Taylor Ford, Noar Malone, Tamara Bonilla, Jules Calabro, Mikhela Hull, Corrina Martin, Keisha Martin-Velez, Rachael Levine.
RAC reports:
Region 4: Jennifer Nadeau
· R4 met in May
· DCF IPV services presentation--took up the majority of the meeting 
· Planning to meet this month, and then a break over the summer
Region 1: Michelle Piper-Mitchell
· R1 met in May
· Fentanyl presentation and resources were provided 
· Conversation re: Graduates 
· The process of providing them with graduation gifts for 8th graders, high schoolers, college students and vocational students
· Next meeting on 6/21, then break for the summer
Region 6: Nan Arnstein 
· Met on Thursday, 5/9
· Presentation from 211 Housing specialist 
· Discussed upcoming housing fair (Oct 26th) held at New Britain Housing authority 
Region 5: Deb Kelleher and Sergio Alvarez
· Meeting is needed to declare Patricia Gaylord as R5 representative. 
· No meeting last month, will meet in June
· Citizens Review Panel members attended National conference in May 
· Human Trafficking training on 6/12
· DSS presentation on Protective services for elderly held on 5/17
· Plans for DCF's presentation re: Behavioral Health Community services programs and initiatives.
· Presentation on the extended day program was held in May 
· Presentation re: Family Assistance and Social Determined funds?
· RAC leadership and the network of care leadership continue to support our local community collaboratives.

Region 2: Sarah Lockery
· R2 is focusing on providing some advisement to foster care division with regards to how they're recruiting foster families.
· RAC meeting scheduled for this Friday.
Region 3: Minerva Johnson
· R3 met in May
· DCF's Dr. Gregory presented a behavioral health overview. 
· Working on meeting with Michael Carone for legislative updates for the June meeting agenda 
Minutes:
May minutes accepted by Francesca Capodilupo, and seconded by Deb Kelleher 
Membership:
Changes to the statute were approved during the last legislative session.
· APPOINTED:  n/a
· PENDING:  n/a 
· VACANCIES:  
· RAC Reg 2 Rep
· Adult caregiver of youth involved with services (behavioral health, child welfare, juvenile justice)
· Health Care Professional with expertise in children’s health
· Representatives of Youth Advisory Board (3 openings)
· Organization that advocates for protection and advancement of legal rights of children
· Organization that advocates for polices to promote child welfare

SAC Legislation Committee Report:
· No report this month

SAC Agenda Items: 
· Youth Advisory Board and/or independent youth:
· Neil Ford: Requests the SAC to have an in-depth discussion about talking with youth more truthfully on why they can't return home, and to have somebody help them with their transition. 
· RACs and Regional CRPs: n/a
· FAVOR reps and/or independent family members: n/a 
· SAC Members at Large:
· (Lisa Girard's request presented by Taylor Ford) Mentioning of potential closing of the work to learn program. Youth are not happy about this.
· Tabled to discuss further when Lisa is present  

· Currently, DCF is unaware of any changes to the program and suggests putting it on a future agenda. 
· Mentioning of new bid for program enhancement is out for program.   
· Anna Rose: Mentions housing insecurity and support for gaps for youth aging out of foster care. 
· Corrina: Mentions the need for wraparound services for kinship caregivers, particularly in communities of color. 
· Lack of funds 

DCF Reports:
· Statute passed that enhances the role of the SAC 
· Effective July 1, 2024, expected to have 19 members appointed by the Governor, 25 total 
· 3 youth (names need to be in by Thursday, 6/6)  
· In need of 1 advocate in policy to promote child welfare and 1 advocate for legal rights and welfare (names need to be in by Thursday, 6/6)
· The SAC to conduct a DCF data review twice a year pertaining to child safety, well-being and permanency. 
· Suggestion made to seek advisement from Caregivers Advisory Council on transitioning youth out of foster care 
· DCF's priorities are in the process of being promulgated by the child and services' plan due to Federal govt by the end of month. Quick turnaround time to receive SAC's feedback. 
· Sarah Lockery; Responsibilities/ Implementation to new statutes
· Review annual progress services report due on July 1. 
· Ken Mysogland: informed SAC it is not done yet to review-will send email to SAC when it is completed  
· Ken reports to SAC a situation where transgender (female youth) assaulted a female youth in group home. 
· Ken posed a question asked by reporter: How does DCF consider placements based on the biological gender vs. identified gender?
· DCF will place youth according to their established gender identity
· How can we help the public understand the complexities of this?
· Members question supervision in these group homes
· Ask the youth which environment they are most comfortable with
· Assigned advocates for these youth based on their complex needs 
· Consider individualized needs during placement 
· Rachael Levine mentions the importance of knowing what the public defender is supposed to be doing for the youth 

DCF improvements in Child Safety Practices:

· Safety practice work is constantly evolving
· DCF has hired Kelly McVey as Director of Safety Practice and Outcomes for the department.
· DCF is reviewing cases of children 0-5 to assess safety practices and update protocols.
· Since the unfortunate death of Liam Rivera, DCF has updated substance use and screening protocol 
· Commissioner Hill Lilly prioritizes safety and support for children 0-5 with actions and activities under that goal.
· Training staff to administer Narcan if necessary (not mandated)
· Reviewing DCF's in home review structure 
· What other services are needed to ensure child safety?

Sarah Lockery: What advisement does Ken have to the SAC RE: How to be more helpful with DCF's budget?
· Ken: Legislative proposals/ changes with $ attached should be made to OPM in October 
· Make the general request sooner than later
· Budgets are super complex 

Ken revisited the Commissioner's question: Commissioner asked the SAC's thoughts on where the behavioral health system is best served?
· Maybe helpful to know the reason for this question to provide feedback  
· Resources can also be provided to assist 

SAC meeting scheduling
· Possible change to SAC meeting times. What is best for SAC members' schedules?  
· Ideas discussed amongst SAC members about the frequency, length and time frames of these meetings. 
· Evening time may be best due to work schedules, family schedules and youth school agendas 
· Rotating schedule 
· Review statutes for clarification before deciding on the change of meetings
· Possible survey to send out for feedback 

Myke Halpin: ending quote:
"To bring about change, you must not be afraid to take the first step. We will fail if we fail to try".
· Rosa Parks 

Next meeting: Monday, July 1, 2024, 9:30am-12pm
