Statewide Advisory Council
August 5,  2024

Attendees:
Ken Mysogland, Lisa Girard, Sarah Lockery, Deb Kelleher, Minerva Johnson, Tamara Bonilla, Rachael Levine, Dr. Irvin Jennings, Stephan's notetaker (AI), Neil Ford Jr., Dr. Elisabeth Cannata, Mai Kader, Linda Dixon, Sergio Alvarez, Jules Calabro, Regina Moller, Malcolm Blue, Patricia Gaylord, Karen Hurdle, Zosh Flammia, Paul Guerrero, Jonathan Jacaruso, Samaris Rose, Kristen Graham, Stephanie Cotton, Dr. Nicole Taylor

New model Launch Program presentation by Dr. Linda Dixon, Administrator of Transitional Supports for Success (TSS)  for DCF:
· Transition from Work to Learn to: The Launch Program 
· Goal for the Department and TSS is to work with various stakeholders to be responsive to voice. 
· Federally funded.
· Vocational planning for young adults 
· Average referral age is 15 years old.
· Declining number of adolescents in DCF care 
· RFP released in April. 
· 6 sites offering the launch program services. 
· Skill building specialists will travel to youth where they are with the goal to assist in securing individual opportunities. (face to face intervention)
· $400,000 a year is contributed to the Dept of Labor for vocational slots for young adults.
·  CT Housing:
· CHAP arrangements.
· Boarding arrangements 
· Foster Kin family resources 
· START program.
· Federal vouchers for homeless youth 
· Preparation for youth to thrive on their own: Summit conferences. 
· Aug. 16th Building Wings Convention for young adults 
· Including workshops focused on housing, relationships, and finances. 

*SAC members are welcome to Dr. Dixon's doc/ PowerPoint.

DCF reports, Ken Mysogland:
· New Position for DCF: Seeking young adult/ parent with lived expertise to be appointed /hired 
· Purpose of position: To ensure all aspects of our work reflects the ideas and input of the youth. Aligns with the need. 
· Diverse voices and thoughts
· Brainstorming ideas for the position:
· Young adult vs. Older adult (parents)?
· Administrative Assistant to Ken Mysogland 
· Not a "yes" man --someone who asks questions, brings ideas and perspectives forth 
· Additional candidates for potential future positions/ expanding the unit 
· Requests feedback from SAC members re: duties, responsibilities
· Recommended listening session for multiple candidates 
· Partnering organization to provide input 

Mandated Reporter Training  update:
· Mandated reporters can conduct a preliminary inquiry into information (reasonable suspicion of neglect exists)
· Annually, DCF receives about 70,000 calls/reports of abuse and neglect 
· Over 50% of these calls/reports do not meet the statutory criteria to commence an investigation. 
· Mandated reporter "road map" of supports and community-based resources:
·  211 CT
· 988 Lifeline 
· FAVOR
· Youth Services Buraus in local communities 
· Juvenile Review Board
· Substance use access line. 
· Connectingtocare.ct.org
· AIM tool
· WeAreCT.org
· Carelon Behavioral Health 
· Community Pathways Line
· Intensive Care Coordination 
· Access mental health programs 
· Voluntary care management program 
· Urgent Crisis Centers 
· If child abuse and neglect is indeed suspected, contact the Careline, 1-800-842-2288

Discussion amongst members Re: Mandated Reporter training:
· Availability of PDF doc of these resources available for Mandated Reporters 
· Ideas to get this information out to the community. 
· Feedback from SAC
· PDF to be displayed on Connect to Care website to highlight these resources. 

RAC Updates:
Region 1, Keisha Martin-Velez: 
· No meeting during the summer months (July/Aug)
· Partnered with network of care leadership and Southwest Community Health Center for behavioral health resource fair on Aug 16th.
· Fathering engagement partnership 

Region 2, Sarah Lockery:
· R2 met last Friday
· Focused of discussion re: service gaps and legislative recommendations 
· Shout out to Kristen Graham for her work. Kristen liaison's  for the YAB , she shared the YAB is preparing for the Statewide YAB meeting and their interest in connecting with the RJI 

Region 3, Lisa Girard:
· Leadership team will be meeting next week to finalize agenda for September meeting
· Overview of the R3 mission and purpose 
· Plans to take a deeper dive in the information received from the Listening Tour 

Region 4, Sarah Gibson:
· No meeting over the summer 
· Next meeting in September
· Plans on reorienting their mission and accomplishments for the upcoming year



Region 5, Deb Kelleher:
· Presentation by CHDI re: Workforce and lack of available staffing 
· Discussed substantial reduction in private health insurance reimbursement for family therapy
· Also discussed the issue of providers not having an incentive for driving to provide in-home services 
· Monthly meet-the-providers series 
· UCC's  are now able to access ambulance services 
· 94% of kids that went UCC's were able to go home with a safety plan 
· Still working on clarification between ECC's and UCC's

Region 6, Tamara Bonilla:
· No meeting in July
· RACs leadership team and networks of care in working on a Housing Fair for October
· Purpose is to assist families navigate the housing system 

July SAC minutes: 
· Addressed the AI feature taking notes for SAC meetings 
· Correct Dr. Jennings spelling of first name: Irvin, not Irving
· Motion approved by: Regina Moller, second by Lisa Girard
· Lisa Girard request SAC minutes to be posted 

SAC REQUIREMENTS PER STATUTE:
1. Membership: 
Appointed : Corrinna Martin  -Adult caregiver of youth involved with services (behavioral health, child welfare, juvenile justice)
VACANCIES:  
· RAC Reg 2 Rep
· Health Care Professional with expertise in children’s health
· Representative of Youth Advisory Board (3 openings)
· Organization that advocates for protection and advancement of legal rights of children
· Organization that advocates for polices to promote child welfare


Sarah Lockery:
· Reminder: SAC's responsibility to make recommendations re: legislative, programs and other matters to DCF's Commissioner to help improve services for children and youth
· Provide Commissioner with a report 
· Sarah Lockery will draft a report with these recommendations
· Reference sources for the Commissioner to consider in the official report 
· Collaborative survey coordinated by Carelon to obtain service needs 

Thoughts expressed on Behavioral health and Well-being/ Identify the gaps in service needs :
· Difficulties providers are having with attracting and retaining staff because salaries are not competitive.
· Causing access issues for families
·  Difficulties for children to receive higher levels of care without failing lower levels of care
· How do we help them access higher levels of care directly without a history in lower levels care?
· Idea: Trainings on what to look for
· Child welfare concerns
· Homelessness 
· Some children are not verbal; how does this get reported if someone suspects the child is being abused? (Example: signs of injury, but unsure as to who is the abuser)
· RJI will share discussion about some of the data 
· New providers not taking Husky insurance 
· Difficulties with transportation to level certain levels of care
· The Crisis Day beds (The Village) : more locations are needed 
· Need for more UCCs (more funding)

Legislative recommendations:
· More funding for Peer to Peer supports 
· Parent aides 

· Sarah request the SAC to provide recommendations/ thoughts by : August 23rd 
· Effort will be made to have a CHDI member join future SAC meeting to discuss recent report 


· SAC AGENDA ITEMS ARE REQUESTED from the following:  
· From Youth Advisory Board and/or independent youth
· From RACs and Regional CRPs
· From Regional FAVOR reps and/or independent family members
· SAC Member
· Neil Ford: Transgender placement 


Next meeting: Monday, September 9th 9:30a-12p

Minutes taken by: Noemi Hammonds 
