

Statewide Advisory Council Minutes
Monday, April 1, 2024  

Attendees: 
· Ken Mysogland
· Steven Rodriguez 
· Myke Halpin
· Sarah Lockery 
· Dr. J
· Nan Arnstein
· Jennifer Nadeau
· Sarah Gibson
· Deb Kelleher
· Sergio Alvarez
· Malcolm Blue
· Tamara Bonilla
· Samaris Rose
· Dr. Elisabeth Cannata
· Anna Rose
· Jonathan Jacaruso
· Stephanie Cotton
· Lisa Girard
· Kristen Graham
· Julie Calabro
· T. Calloway 
· Francesca Capodilupo
· Gabrielle Hall
· Neil Ford
· Shirley
· Keisha Martin-Velez
· Tiffany McCarthy
· Patricia Gaylord
· Commissioner Hill-Lilly







RAC reports:
Region 4, Sarah Gibson:
· R4 met in March
· DCF Leg. Director, Mike Carone provided legislative session updates
· Quality Improvement Data information provided 

Region 5, Dr.J:
· Last meeting there was a large discussion re: ongoing workforce issues
· Waitlist
· UCC funds for future?
Deb Kelleher:
· Urban Trauma Institute 
· Can DCF expand contracts to include Danbury, and other cities? 
· Can people have input in the RFP process? 
· The need for SFITs (SFIT-like) for families
· Pathways data presentation 
· Continuance of Meet the providers series 

Region 2, Sarah Lockery:
· Vacancy for representative for R2
· R2 meets 1st Friday of each month. 
· Focus on foster care RE: data availability 	
· National issues in foster care (finding homes)
Ken Mysogland: What does the RAC plan to do with this data?
Sarah Lockery: Possibly to  see what types of questions are prompted from this data

Region 3, Lisa Girard:
· R3 meets 2nd Wednesday of each month
· Grant overview
· Child and Family Service review 
· 3 new potential CRP members
· Next meeting April 10th



Region 6, Nan Arnstein:
· R6 meets 2nd Thursday of each  month
· March meeting; presentation from Melanie Alvarez of the Friendship Service Center in New Britain
· Re: Home insecurity and homelessness
· R6 members are concerned of loss of funding for the Child First Program
· Housing Fair planning 
· Next meeting -in person April 11th

Region 1; Keisha Martin-Velez
· No meeting this past month
· Working on distribution list/ create new invites 
· Stratford PAL part 2, TBD
· Still seeking youth Tri-Chair 
· R1 meets 3rd Friday of the month 

Minutes:
March minutes were approved. Motion to accept by Deb Kelleher, second by Lisa Girard 
       
Membership: 
a. APPOINTED:  
i. Ages 18-25: Neil Ford
b. PENDING:
i. CT Licensed Healthcare provider: Dr. Irvin Jennings
c. VACANCIES:  
i. RAC Reg 2 Rep
ii. RAC Reg 5 Rep
iii. Adult caregiver of youth involved with services (behavioral health, child welfare, juvenile justice)
iv. Young person, parent or other interest in delivery of services


· Introduction of Neil Ford to the SAC

Legislative Committee Report, Sarah Lockery:
· SAC members provided testimony to committees on a variety of bills 





SAC AGENDA ITEMS ARE REQUESTED from the following:  
Youth Advisory Board and/or independent youth:
· n/a
 RACs and Regional CRPs:
· Deb Kelleher: DCF expanding the purview of the Urban Trauma network to other towns/ cities.
Regional FAVOR reps and/or independent family members:
· Keisha Martin-Velez: Creating resources/ connections  to keep families engaged in future opportunities to be heard/ participate in listening sessions. 
SAC Members: Instructions for RFPs? "SAC can not talk about specific RFP"

· Sarah Lockery: Suggestion to review of RFP language 
· Ken Mysogland: DCF Fiscal/ contracts staff member to join SAC meeting next month to discuss 

Quick discussion on Urban Trauma Centers:

· Jon Jacaruso: Urban Trauma centers are needed 

· Malcolm Blue: Urban Trauma Centers are clinical models for kids/families that deal with social traumas/ challenges. Clinicians who have expertise working with youth impacted by trauma 

· Dr.Cannata: Evident based treatments for youth impacted by trauma 


DCF updates:

· Commissioner Jodi Hill-Lilly (CJHL) officially confirmed as of March 25, 2024 
· 0-5 age population review a priority for CJHL 
· DCF has 1,799 in home cases--families intact, children are safely in homes and families are receiving services/ support (1,033 of these cases include child age 0-5)
· Hartford and New Haven have the higher number of cases
· In home audit tool for assessment of safety 
· DCF seeking to hire a Director of Child Safety Practice and Performance 




*Discussion on open DCF cases RE: data, number of in-home cases, services provided and how the RAC and SAC can be more supportive for communities.
· What to do with this data?
· Compare data from previous years (ex. Pre-covid)
· Things to consider for increase of in-homes cases: Fentanyl 
· SAC required to look at data according to state statute 


Jon Jacaruso discussed SPDs plans for quarterly data provided to all RACs to assist in answering questions and assist in brainstorming on ways to use the data to assist communities.

Continuance of DCF updates:
· STTAR Enhancement plan overview 
· Providing a higher level and quality of care
· Priority access to SOLNIT beds as needed 
· Better staff to youth ratio
· Funding for clinicians 
· Enhancement of program recreational activities (keep the youth busy)
· Long term plan: 2 Intensive Transitional treatment centers (1 for boys 1 for girls)
· Medication certification training: contact  Ellen Darling  
· DCF/ UConn Child Welfare Research Symposium on April 5th
*Samaris Rose will be on the panel to discuss the impact of research*  Yay Sammi!   
· H.B. 5374: An Act to provide annual inflationary rate adjustments for nonprofit human services providers who contract with the state. 
·  Maybe of interest to the SAC
· Previous Listening sessions overview
· Experiences with DCF system: foster care, kinship care, parents with lived expertise, youth  
· Great turn out 
· Ken to provide more formal update next month Re: Parents requesting attorneys to be more involved in there cases 


*Tabling FRPs discussion for next week.


*Commissioner Hill-Lilly joined SAC meeting; brief discussion of her goals:
· 0-5 population
· Youth transitioning into adulthood 
· Racial Justice
· Mental Health Crisis
· Opioid Epidemic
· Workforce Crisis 

· Noted a rise in Human Trafficking 
· Awaiting the Budget 
· Almost the end of legislative session--awaiting outcomes of DCF's priority bills 
	

 Sarah Lockery introduced SAC members, parents, youth to DCF Commissioner: 

· Anna Rose (youth)
· Neil Ford (youth)
· T (New Haven parent , R2 RAC)
· Samaris Rose (parent)
· Stephanie Cotton (Co-chair to R2 RAC)


Working topics to be discussed:

The Fatality Report recommendation by Sarah Lockery (Sarah's agenda):
a. Update risk and safety assessment tools to reflect Fentanyl impact on child safety
b. Heightened supervisory review in all cases involving Fentanyl, safety plans and/or open cases with children under age 3
c. Develop supervisory checklists for cases involving safety plans, high risk newborns and children birth to 3
d. Embed safety plan forms into DCF electronic record
e. Regular analysis of available services for families with young children to identify where in state families may have unmet needs 

· Do we want to have a discussion on how SAC can help DCF with this? 

· Ken Mysogland feedback: ***these recommendations are in the works 

· DCF is conducting own assessment of all case of child 0-5 resides
· DCF does have a heightened supervisory review of all cases 


Topics per statue RAC should be discussing. Need to be in compliance.
0. Legislation
0. DCF budget
0. Programs- looking at STAR model, Ken will let us know when he can
0. Services
0. Child and Family Services Plan- DCF goals, data
0. Annual Progress and Services Report- DCF goals, data
0. Final Report of the Child and Family Services Review, DCF goals, data
0. Any Program Improvement Plan- depending on information this may shift to a closed meeting
· What are the best months to assign these topics to?
· Myke, Sarah and Ken to discuss
· Possibly invite others to these meetings according to topic and interest to help make more informed decisions?
Ending quote: "Don't be pushed around by the fears in your mind, be led by the dreams in your heart"
-Roy T. Bennett


Next meeting: Monday, May 6th. 9:30a-12p








