Statewide Advisory Council Minutes
Monday, March 4, 2024  

Attendees: 
· Ken Mysogland
· Steven Rodriguez 
· Myke Halpin
· Sarah Lockery 
· Dr. J
· Nan Arnstein
· Jennifer Nadeau
· Sarah Gibson
· Michelle Piper-Mitchell
· Regina Moller
· Deb Kelleher
· Sergio Alvarez
· Malcolm Blue
· Jenny Bridges
· Tamara Bonilla
· Samaris Rose
· Paul Guerrero 
· Dr. Elisabeth Cannata
· Anna Rose
· Jonathan Jacaruso
· Zosh Flammia
· Stephanie Cotton
· Lisa Girard
· Taylor Ford
· Kristen Graham
· Tamara (Guest)
· Kyle Pinto
· Steve Farone
· Alishia Agee-Cooper
· Susan Bell
· Treena Mazzotta





RAC reports 

Region 4: Sarah Gibson
· Feb meeting: Replicated version of Behavioral Health Systems/ Functioning presentation with Dr. Gregory of DCF
· YAB/ OPP initiative being supported by the RAC with financial assistance. 
· Donation drive to collect hygiene products for youth in group care. 
· Next meeting TBD in March

Region 2: Sarah Lockery 
· Sarah Lockery functioning as Co-Chair for R2 RAC with S.Cotton
· R2 has an opening for a Representative. 
· IRIS attended Jan RAC meeting. 
· If RAC can be of any assistance 
· Foster care system discussion in March meeting 
· Review of data for number of children in region who are in placement. 
· Continuance of conversation in April 
· Foster care providers will present in next meeting. 

Region 5: Sergio Alvarez
· No RAC mtg last month
· Next meeting 3/25
· Meet the providers series presentation takes place 3rd Thursday of each month. 
· ECCP -support for schools & families 
· Medical home initiative 
· Working together with RJI/ Urban Trauma programs 
· Focusing on schools
· CRP's met 
~Deb Kelleher
· June 12,2024 Danbury L.I.S.T  hosting a training: Human Trafficking 101 

Region 1:
· Jan Presentation by LifeBridge re: Urban Trauma Centers
· PAL seminar took place on Feb 3rd
18 youth attended.
· Next meeting March 15th




Region 6: Nan Arnstein
· RAC met Feb 8th
· Focus on supportive housing 
· CONNECT presentation
· Plans for event for housing resources
· Next meeting March 14th, planned presentation from Friendship Service Center in New Britain re: Housing 

Region 3: Lisa Girard
· RAC met in Feb
· Data regional report re: region
· Presentations planned for next RAC meeting


Minutes: 
· Corrections for attendance list 
· January minutes needed to be revised.
· Motion to accept January minutes as amended, then seconded 
· Motion to accept February minutes as amended, then seconded   

*Noemi to receive list of SAC members from Sarah Lockery 

Membership: 
Pending application:  Neil Ford
VACANCIES:  
· RAC Reg 2 Rep
· CT Licensed Healthcare provider
· Adult caregiver of youth involved with services (behavioral health, child welfare, juvenile justice)- TWO VACANCIES

SAC Legislation Committee Report  (Sammi, Sarah, Stephanie, Cynthia, Anna, Lisa, Neil)
· Sarah L, Deb, Jenny, Taylor and Kristen visited LOB on Feb 20th
· Met with some of the KIDS Committee members (Reps. Comey, Keitt, Roberts)
· Discussed concerns re: 
· access to behavioral health services 
· lack of the increase of money for foster families for several years 
· Legislators invited SAC to stay in close contact with them during the legislative session
· Some SAC members testified during Appropriations Committee hearing re: Concerns for the Workforce shortage 
· Lack of funding makes it difficult to keep staff 
· SAC mentioned in the Child Fatality report. 
· Meeting with SAC members for response to OCA report (Sarah plans for a private meeting to discuss)
~Deb Kelleher ; mentioned Urban Crisis Center to legislators. 


Ken Mysogland: 

· Providers are aware of funding for UCC's  
· Medicaid will start reimbursement as of April 1st
· Bill of interest: HB 5374, AAC Annual Inflationary rate adjustments for nonprofit human services providers
·  Sarah Lockery: RE: Commercial and private payer concern

SAC AGENDA ITEMS REQUESTED: 
a. From Youth Advisory Board and/or independent youth: N/A
b. From RACs and Regional CRPs: N/A
c. From Regional FAVOR reps and/or independent family members : N/A
d. SAC members: Regina Moller 
· Change to DCF system for Med certification for staff  
· Nonexistent Spanish materials and testing 
· Ken Mysogland will look into this
· Jon Jacaruso looking into as well 
Dr. Elisabeth Cannata:
· Recommendations to KIDS committee:
· Behavioral Health workforce crisis
· Funding for behavioral health services
· Coordination 
· Chairs of SAC will receive invitation to Children's Behavioral Health Plan Advisory Board to provide input on behalf of the SAC 
Deb Kelleher: 
· Absence of SFITs to keep kids safe (temporarily)
· Brought up often, request of providers.


DCF reports: 
· April 5th , Half day forum on research with DCF, UConn, families, and youth
· Needs volunteers from parents and youth with lived expertise.
· Facilitated conversations dates: 
· Parents with Lived Expertise on March 18th, March 27th
· Youth conversation on March 28th
· DCF Commissioner Designate Jodi Hill-Lilly to be approved by Senate this month

                                                                                                                                                                                            
· 
· 
· 
· Commissioner Designate Hill-Lilly's priorities: 
· Ages 0-5 population of youth (highest risk of abuse and neglect)
· looking for alternative ways to enhance DCF system and alternative way to protect this vulnerable population.
· Expansive community engagement
· partnering with public officials, boards 
· Workforce shortage 
· mental health of staff needs to be supported   
· Behavioral Health Framework
· Closer look at the structures within DCF

DCF makes requests to OPM for funding for programs/compensation.  
· OPM makes the decision if it can be done 

· Harwinton STAR home update:
· 3 lawsuits filed against the Bridge Family Centers
· Shut down STAR home in Nov 2023, looking to repurpose the location   
· DCF is reviewing /revising STAR model 
· Public discussions to be held on enhancing STAR programs across the state 

· Opioid Crisis:
· Death of 10-month-old baby -New Haven case update died of opioids.
· (please review doc emailed by Ken)
· CT ranks 8th in country in overdoses due to opioids. 
· Opioids are being found in many other substances ( i.e marijuana, candy)
· The lethality of fentanyl is intense 
· DCF working on making Narcan available to staff
· Opioid is a Statewide issue  

Sarah Lockery: 

Should RACs be aware of the homes in each region? Should the RACs be provided with data on how many children are in each region? 
· Based on this data--what are the recommendations of the SAC to the Commissioner on how to enhance our DCF practice? 

Therapeutic foster care contracts:
	
· DCF met with providers to determine benefits for families. 
~To discuss more next month

April 5th Research Forum at Hartford Club
· 3 hr forum
· Need for people to volunteer/ SAC input.
· Opportunity to inform researchers of what parents believe could be beneficial
DCF Strategic Planning discussion with Kyle Pinto, Susan Bell, Alisha Agee-Cooper and Treena Mazzotta: 
· DCF is in the self-assessment faze of our practice.
· CFSR process 
· 5-year plan 
· Surveys 

Susan Bell
· Looking for a statewide review of systems of care 
· What are the most important areas to focus on? 

Alishia Agee-Cooper
· Find ways for families to provide input 
· Questions preferable ways for families and providers to provide feedback?
· Spanish/ other language options 
· SAC's input re: information/ questions asked to take back to RACs for families
· Finalize questions next week before sending out to families (before scheduled conversations)

*Heavy discussion amongst group. Edits and enhancements made to questions for families

Per Sarah Lockery's agenda for April 1, 2024: 

DCF Request (10:00)
Capacity Building- Center for States, Kyle Pinto, Susan Bell
SAC advisement requested regarding questions to ask youth and families with lived experiences that will help to inform efforts to evaluate CT’s child welfare system

Child Fatality Report 
e. Recommendations regarding SAC/CRP
f. CT Statutes and Federal Regulations regarding CRP responsibilities

Agenda items for next meeting: April 1, 2024  
g. TENTATIVE: Impact of Research on Youth and Families, UCONN

Topics requested- need to be scheduled:
h. Assaultive actions with elderly by youth- learning reporting obligations and legal impact such behaviors may present for the youth (Deb will reach out to a guest who can help educate the SAC about elder rights)
i. Training on how to support caregivers with cognitive limitations.
j. Uniform approach to address growing waitlists for behavioral health treatment
k. Communication with public about high-profile cases
l. Recruitment of male employees

Myke Halpin/ Quote: "If everyone is moving forward together, than success takes care of itself."
-Henry Ford 
Next meeting: Monday, April 1, 2024 (9:30a-12:00P)
