Statewide Advisory Council Minutes
Monday, February 5, 2024  

Attendees: 
· Ken Mysogland
· Tamara Bonilla 
· Elisabeth Cannata 
· Deb Kelleher
· Dr. J. Irving 
· Anthony Gay
· Sarah Gibson
· Francis Gregory
· Jennifer Nadeau
· Jenny(Garcia) Bridges
· Mai Kader
· Keisha Martin-Velez
· Lisa Girard
· Sarah Lockery 
· Nan Arnstein
· Sergio Alvarez
· Malcolm Blue
· Sharon Davis
· Jonathan Jacaruso
· Beresford Wilson
· Christian J. Ripke
· Judith Eisenberg 
· dverderame@favor
· Taylor Ford 
· Maguena Deslandes 
· Kristin Graham
· Michelle Sarofin
· Rachael Levine
· Myke Halpin
· Samaris Rose 
· Tiffany McCarthy 
· Paul Guerrera
· Michelle Piper-Mitchell
· Patricia Gaylord
· Zosh Flammia
Guests: 
· Kyle Pinto
· Susan Bell 
· Patricia Carlson
· Damion Grasso 
· Steven Hernandez
· Andrea Goetz
· Martha Stone
· Gabrielle Hall
 

Behavioral Health System: Carelon Representatives, Andrea Goetz & Gabrielle Hall
  
· Care coordination programs includes:
· Serves to connect families to services needed without going through the child welfare system.
· Integrated family care support and Intensive care coordination (in home support services)
· Serve about 1200 families (10,000 family members) a year.
· Referrals directly from DCF

· Community Pathways program:
· Family First case practice work 
· Evidence based interventions, community support. 

· Family assistance social fund --ARPA dollars for behavioral health expenses if needed

· Voluntary Care management program:
· 500 referrals a year, 97% satisfaction rate 
· Goal: Support families to provide families with high need supports 
· Provides Family Ambassador: Bonnie Hopkins
· Call Careline or OHA for referral

The layers of assessment for the level of care determination (requested by Ken Mysogland):
· Clinical care managers reach out to families for find out history and the specific need of care.
· Also reaches out to current providers for history and information to assist for determination. 
· Insurance information for appropriate services
· Goal is reunification. 

Sarah Lockery expresses the disconnect of families being aware of this available services/ system.
What do we do in the meantime?
· Getting the word out there in other ways?
· The capacity to accept services?

Dr. J: What is the back up plan to avoid long periods of wait times for services?
· PRTFs or ICAPs _ alternative supportive avenues 

Lisa Girard: What is the Residential process to assist walking families through?
· Carelon can assist with understanding the process.

Patricia Gaylord: How long do families have to wait? What data is collecting?
· Collection of information from families and clinical reports and can take time. 
· Possible 3–4-week process at minimum

Who sits at the table with Dr. Aversa to make decisions?
· Family
· Clinical Care manager
· Medical director and team
· If need, Family Ambassador 

Dr. Frank Gregory, DCF Administrator for the Behavioral Health Services Division:
· DCF's mandate as Children Mental Health Authority 
· Collaborates with Carelon
· Accountability 
· Cornerstone of DCF's system: Partnership Community Non-profit organizations
·  Empowering and supporting systems for all children in the State of CT
· Carelon and CHDI are system development network for quality assurance
· Helps manage and assess the infrastructure and quality 
· Transforming Children's Behavioral Health Policy and Planning Committee 
· Established by CT legislature
· Meets once a month. 
· Focused on needs and priorities of the Children's Behavioral Health system 
· Data availability in a public and timely manner 
· UCCs

Patricia Gaylord: Referring to UCC's --what happens after ARPA dollars are gone?
· Discussion with DCF, OPM and CGA for a plan for sustainability 


Ken Mysogland on DCF Budget amounts:
· $76 million for community programs contracted service
· $45 million for state operated institutions (Solnits, PRTFs & Hospital)
· $71 million for Congregate Care 

Does this include the funds given to Carelon Behavioral Health?
*Dr. Gregory will check to confirm


Capacity Building Center for States: Susan Bell & Kyle Pinto 
· DCF is in the process of conducting a child and family service self-assessment. 
· Technical assistance arm 
· Supports the Children's Bureau and the Federal Government
· CFSR
· During March's SAC meeting --Will supply a list of questions that were asked to other states how they facilitate their work groups...
· Statewide assessment due in August 2024

University of Connecticut School of Social Work: Dr. Patricia Carlson
· Partners with DCF 
· Integrate Lived experiences into research. 
· Searching for 5-7 adults with lived expertise to have a discussion re: research, process. 



Topics requested:
a. Assaultive actions with elderly by youth- learning reporting obligations and legal impact such behaviors may present for the youth (Deb will reach out to a guest who can help educate the SAC about elder rights)
b. Training on how to support caregivers with cognitive limitations
c. Uniform approach to address growing waitlists for behavioral health treatment
d. Communication with public about high-profile cases
e. Recruitment of male employees

**What is the SAC going to do mobilize in raising the issue about compensation for our community providers? 






DCF report:

· Sexual abuse case of father and child--in media 
· Inaccurate media information!
. 



Meeting adjourned.

Closing quote by Myke Halpin: 

" I am determined to be cheerful and happy in whatever situation I may find myself. For I have learned that the greater part of our misery or unhappiness is determined not by our circumstance but by disposition"

-Martha Washington  


Next Meeting: March 4th 9:30a-12:00p




