Statewide Advisory Council Minutes
Monday, January 8, 2024  

Attendees: 
· Ken Mysogland
· Commissioner Dorantes
· DC Hill-Lilly
· Sergio Alvarez
· Nan Arnstein 
· Steve Rodriguez
· Neil Ford Jr.
· Stephanie Cotton
· Sarah Lockery 
· Michelle Piper-Mitchell
· Sarah Gibson 
· Dr. J. Irving 
· Ann Rose
· Tamara Bonilla
· Elizabeth Hazelwood
· Jenny Bridges
· Lena Esposito 
· Noa Malone 
· Deb Kelleher 
· Kristin Graham
· Taylor Ford
· T (guest)
· Jonathan Jacaruso
· Samaris Rose
· Paul Guerrara 
· Myke Halpin
· Malcolm Blue
· Shirley Ellis-West
· Jennifer Nadeau
· Christine Hoffman
· Jessica Pugliese
· Melanie Sparks
· Tina Jefferson 
· Olga Coleman-Williams 



*Commissioner Dorantes and DC Hill Lilly joined SAC meeting with remarks. SAC bid their farewell to Comm. Dorantes and welcomed Comm. Designate Hill-Lilly. 

RAC reports

Region 1:
· No Dec. meeting. 
· Upcoming Jan. meeting 
· Life bridge presentation
· PAL training possibly Feb 3rd

Region 2:
· Met this month. 
· ACA data presentation 
· Concern from providers Re: uptick in children being removed from families. 
· DCF Resilience Forum-April 30
· Health Equity CRP meeting 
· Kristen Graham-caregiver outreach 

Revised:
Request: Is the region seeing an increase in refugees?  How can the RAC assist these families?

Region 3:
· Will meet in January.
· Next meeting focus will be on CFSR's

Region 4:
· RAC met in December 
· Malcolm and Urban Community Alliance presentation RE: RJI
· Carelon presentation RE: Culturally and Linguistically appropriate services 
· RAC will meet in January 

Region 5:
· No December meeting
· RAC will meet later this month

Region 6:
· RAC met in December 
· AIMS tool presentation by Dr. Cannata 
· Discussion on 2024 goals 
· Upcoming in person meeting for Jan. 
· Housing crisis topic for April meeting 




December Minutes accepted by Nan Arnstein, seconded by Sarah Lockery 

Membership update, Sarah Lockery:

Recent SAC appointments:
· Anna Rose Thelemaque
· Stephanie Cotton
· Samaris Rose-Smith
· Elisabeth Cannata

Pending SAC appointment:
· Neil Ford Jr.

Vacancies:
· Male caregiver for RAC Region 2
· 2 adult caregivers of youth 

GOVERNOR APPOINTMENTS, EXPIRATION DATES
· NOVEMBER 2023:  Rachael Carpaneto Levine, planning to renew as SAC attorney?



SAC AGENDA ITEMS ARE REQUESTED from the following: 
· From YAB / or independent youth 
· n/a

· From RACs and Regional CRPs
· n/a

· From Regional FAVOR reps and/or independent family members
· n/a

· SAC Member
· n/a
DCF Report:

SAC member requests:

Anna Rose's topic of discussion/ suggestion:  DCF payments transition from checks to debit cards
· Reasons for this suggestion
· DCF to monitor/ track the spending.
· To ensure funds are benefitting the child in care. 
· YAB expressed same concerns regarding the stipends they receive-- are going to their needs?
· YAB created a statewide initiative related to financial literacy. 
· Potential allowance brainstorm  
· 
· Melanie Sparks, DCF Chief Fiscal Officer
· Debit cards are allowable. 
· Codes for usage for resources--Can it be done? How can we do that?
· Doesn't believe debit cards or the tracking of spending would deter people from becoming foster parents. 

· Deb Kelleher: 
· There's a crisis in foster parenting. 
· Starter accounts with Liberty Bank overdraft control

Alternative Caregiver Arrangement ACA

Questions as to whether or not the shift from family arrangements to ACA has caused an increase in the number of children in DCF care.
· Tina Jefferson, DCF Bureau Chief of Child Welfare
· DCF has not seen the total number of children in care being increased 
· Slight increase in 1st quarter in the entries into care, not total (several variables that led to this increase in Aug/Sept)
· Increase in accepted reports 

Outpatient providers not having ability to refer directly to Solnit may be causing Emergency Departments to be over-used 
· Ken Mysolgland
· Referrals must come from an Inpatient facility or an Emergency Department 
· PRTFs
· Access and capacity re: BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SYSTEM FOR CT CHILDREN
· Tabled for February SAC meeting
· Include Dr. Cannata, DC Michael Williams, Careline Lisa Daymonde 
· Less resources than prior years for Children with Behavioral Health issues (Higher levels of care)

(from Sarah's agenda):
Concerns- Caregivers report:
· Children are having to wait for admissions to needed levels of care – in some cases when the situation is described as “urgent”
· Children are discharged from hospitalization without being linked with a community treatment provider
Contributing factors:
· Children behavioral health needs escalated during and post pandemic- children at each level of care are described as being in “worse shape” than before pandemic
· Workforce shortage has reduced capacity  
· Nonprofit funding
· Staff retention
· Bottleneck in the system
· Gaps in services
·  prior to pandemic -especially for children with autism and intellectual disabilities
· What services do CT’s children need that are not part of our state’s continuum?
· New graduates able to work in private practice has discouraged some from working in nonprofit sector (they may not be participating in valuable staff development and this can impact their competency and the competence of or workforce in the future)
· Commercial/private insurance does not authorize payments for intermediate and higher levels of care similarly as Medicaid/Husky.


SAC Legislation Committee Report  (Sammi, Sarah, Stephanie, Cynthia, Anna, Lisa)
· SAC Legislative Committee met with Michael Carone, DCF Legislative Liaison 
· Will meet at LOB on Feb 13th. 



SAC Budget Balance: $4147   (estimated)



Myke Halpin quote:
"Every problem is an opportunity in disguise."
-President John Adams 


Next meeting: Monday, February 5th at  9:15a-12p

Minutes documented by Noemi Hammonds 
