Statewide Advisory Council Minutes
Monday, August 7, 2023 

Attendees: 
· Ken Mysogland
· Sarah Lockery
· Stephanie Cotton 
· Jonathan Jacaruso
· Tamara Bonilla
· Deb Kelleher
· Jennifer Nadeau
· Kristin Graham
· Sergio Alvarez
· Dr. Irv Jennings
· Patricia Gaylord 
· Sarah Gibson 
· Samaris Rose Smith
· Chris Scott 
· Cynthia Cogswell 
· Michele Piper-Mitchell
· Nan Arnstein
· Elisabeth Cannata 
· Peter Yazbak 
· Lisa Girard 

RAC reports

Region 1: N/A



Region 2, Kristin Graham:
· CRPs training: cultural & implicit bias
· Co-Chair vacancy
· Training ideas: new kinship navigating service 
· Waterbury Mayor suggested to BOE change ALA rooms to sensor rooms 
· What is DCF's stance on this suggestion?
· CSDE invite to SAC meeting?

*Discussion amongst group re: Careline communication and reports from mandated and non-mandated reporters (schools, family members, neighbors) 



Region 3, Lisa Girard:
· Survey sent out re: Topics of interest
· Voting on Chair within the month 
· Urgent care center within region will provide presentation
· Meeting with youth this month 

Region 4, Jennifer Nadeau:
· Met last June
· Filled vacancies 
· DCF met with RAC on immigration practice 

Region 5, Deb Kelleher:
· Met July 31st
· Enhance service coordination presentation 
· New area office Director 
· Prevention pilot program extended for another year 
· CRP event postponed 
· CRPs looking for transparency on $$$
· Dr. J concerns about lack of people able to do the work
· Impacts of telework and lack of funding 

Region 6, Nan Arnstein:
· October meeting in person 
· 3 topics: women's services, substance abuse, education & peer support 
· RAC 101
· Voting in new Tri-Chair 


***RAC brochure (draft) for CT families and youth discussion lead by Sarah Lockery 


UConn Assistant Professor, Dr. John Phillips:

· Partnering with DCF to consider removal needs 
· Qualitative study: Interviews and focus groups 
· Support black and brown families
· Addressing racial disparities in child welfare settings 






DCF Bureau Chief of Strategic Planning Treena Mazzotta and Director of Data and Research Fred North:

· Child and Family Services Review (CFSR)
· Plans and assessment of the DCF system 
· Family first planned development 
· FSP development 
· The need of ongoing work group for families with lived expertise 
· Timeliness, family assessment, risk and safety assessment---management of all these assessments
· SAC and RAC foundational framework for work groups 
· Engagement 
· Stipends?

SAC Requests raised:
· Elder assaults by youth:  legal impact for youth
· Training to support caregivers with cognitive limitations
· Uniform approach to address growing wait lists for behavioral health treatment 
· Communication with the public about high profile cases 
· CSDE advisement for sensor rooms 

*June minutes are approved by Jennifer Nadeau and second by Nan Arnstein


Cynthia Cogswell, FAVOR/ Region 6:
· Inviting families & youth /creating brochure  
· Family Engagement Action Team (FEAT)
· Meeting with CHDA

DCF updates:
· Opening of 4 Urgent Care Centers in CT
· Carelon funding-- $1million 
· For financial resources for children behavioral health 
· DCF Transparency on death of 2-year-old 
· See something, say something 

Discussion on the pros and cons of "see something, say something"



Next meeting: September 11th 9:30a-12p


Minutes documented by Noemi Hammonds 
