Statewide Advisory Council Minutes
Monday, February 6, 2023

Attendees: 
· Ken Mysogland
· Sarah Lockery
· Judith Eisenberg
· Dr. Irv Jennings
· Deb Kelleher
· Myke Halpin
· Tiffany McCarthy
· Jonathan Jacaruso
· Kristen Graham
· Tamara Bonilla
· Lisa Girard
· Sergio Alvarez
· Nan Arnstein
· Taylor Ford
· Chris Scott 
· Sarah Gibson
· Jennifer Nadeau
· Elisabeth Cannata
· Samaris Rose Smith
· Patricia Gaylord
· Malcolm Blue
· Sharon Davis
· Anna Rose
· Paul Guerrero 
· Rachael Levine
· Maguena Deslandes
· Mai Kader 

Myke Halpin: " If you were to send a valentine card to a food or drink, what would receive that card?"

Introductory: Anna Rose, UCONN senior 


DCF updates: 

Ken Mysogland:

· Sent email about inviting families with lived with expertise to join work groups 
· Practice changes to visitation, investigation and case planning 
· Full steam ahead of legislative work 
· Awaiting a date for 6 DCF bills to go before committee
· 3 bills heard last week
· Foster parents Bill of Rights
· DCF opposes Senate Bill 479 
· Discusses follow the child subsidy checks (bill)
(Major fiscal note for CT)
· Will reforward testimony on bills to members 

Kristen Graham & Lisa Girard:
 Questions about Foster Parent bill of rights. 
· Asks how will foster parent bill of rights work with parents' bill of rights? 

Paul Guerrero:
· Translation services for families 

Ken Mysogland; Fentanyl and kids:

· 8 kids died since 2020 due to fentanyl
· DCF has put in place fentanyl guidelines
· Getting the word out: "SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING"-messaging points to get out to nonmandated reporters

Thoughts from members? 

Kristen Graham response to Ken's thoughts:
· Cross reporting (to be discuss further next moth)

Maguena's ideas:
· Creating virtual statewide response for nonmandated reporters 
· Info graph for community 

Deb Kelleher ideas:
· Religious clergy 


Lisa Girard ideas:
· Lessen criminalizing folks using substances 
· DCF's role in connecting families with harm reduction services?

Ken Mysogland:

· Reduced children in DCF care by 30% since the administration of Comm. Dorantes.
· The perception of DCF removes kids automatically is false.  
· 70% reports that come into the Careline regarding substance abuse

Chris Scott:
· Culturally relevant services for families 


*Sarah Lockery & Ken Mysogland: Longer discussion for next month


RAC Reports:

Region 1: 
Tiffany McCarthy:
· Met in mid-January
· Looking to collaborate with RAC members and youth board to bring families in to have a voice
· Exc. Team creating a survey 
Mai Kader:
· In person meeting with YAB next month

Region 2:
Judith Eisenberg:
· RAC met on 2/3
· serious discussion on racial and gun violence
· Citizens' review panel-seems more organized

Region 3:
Lisa Girard:
· RAC met last month 
· DCF 1:1 presentation --well received 
· DHMAS presentation this month 
· OPP membership
· Careline presentation in March 



Region 4:
Jennifer Nadeau:
· Met last month 
· Main topic: DCF presentation on data points (updated data)
Sarah Gibson:

Sarah Gibson:
· Careline presentation 

Region 5:
Deb Kelleher/ Sergio Alvarez: 
· Met last week 
· Discussion with Waterbury school district
· School start time for high school students 
· Virtual academy 
· DCF updates
· Meet the providers series 
· "What to do if you're concerned about kid safety" 
· Support for undocumented families 
· Staffing, turnover and retention 

Region 6:
Nan Arnstein:
· Met on 1/12
· Final revisions on informational piece
· Decided to have series of informational open houses
· Main topic: safety for children 


Legislative update:
Samaris Rose Smith:
· Emphasized the importance of preparing testimony 

Minutes:

The January 9, 2023, minutes have been displayed during today's meeting. 
Motion to accept 1/9/23 minutes with correction of agency acronym of DSS to DDS by Judith Eisenberg, 2nd by Samaris Rose Smith. No objections. 


Sarah Lockery: "What does it mean to be a chair?"
· Developing systems 
· Job description of the chair 







Thoughts of members: 

Samaris Rose Smith: 
Job description of the RAC chair
· Planning, organizing
· Preparation for new providers  

Judith Eisenberg: 
Admits confusion on citizen's review panel chair role 
· More formality involved 

Patricia Gaylord:
· RAC v. CRP: the differences 

Lisa Girard:
· Planning, timing and agendas 
· Communication 

John Jacaruso:
· System development 
· Sends out reminders 
· Collaborative meetings 

Patricia, Sarah L. and Deb: 
Briefly discuss the SAC as previously being considered a CRP  

Sarah Gibson:
· Region 4 has an active CRP 
· Statewide CRP idea? 

John Jacaruso:
· Provides history of RAC

Malcolm Blue:
· Region 2 perspective
· Hamden collaborative /DCF not a focus
· Community based focus 
· Idea to design an overlapped system?



Sarah Lockery: 
· SILOs conversation 
· Who's responsibility is it to create a system of connection? 

Dr.J:
· Met today for Families &Children's day to consider ways to deal with waiting list 
· Coordinated effort with SAC and DCF for solutions--Ken Mysogland

Myke Halpin: 
Need for decision for Samaris stipend 

Nan Arnstein:
Reminded group of Samaris proposal of stipend or hourly rate/ time keeping 

Closing quote by Myke Halpin:
"When I was five years old, my mother always told me happiness was the key to life.When I went to school, they asked me what I wanted to be when I grew up. I wrote down happy. They told me I didn't understand the assignment, and I told them, they didn't understand life"
-John Lennon 


Next meeting: Monday, March 6, 2023 at 9:30a-12:00p




Minutes taken by: Noemi Hammonds 



