Statewide Advisory Council Minutes
Monday, January 9, 2023

Attendees: 
· Ken Mysogland
· Sarah Lockery
· Judith Eisenberg
· Dr. Irv Jennings
· Deb Kelleher
· Myke Halpin
· Susan Cunningham 
· Tiffany McCarthy
· Jonathan Jacaruso
· Kristen Graham
· Tamara Bonilla
· Lisa Girard
· Sergio Alvarez
· Nan Arnstein
· Taylor Ford
· Chris Scott 
· Sarah Gibson
· Jennifer Nadeau
· Elisabeth Cannata
· Samaris Rose Smith
· Patricia Gaylord
· Stephanie Cotton 

Minutes:

The December 5, 2022, minutes have been displayed during today's meeting. 
Motion to accept 12/5/22 minutes with name change by Nan Arnstein, 2nd by Myke Halpin. No objections. 

SAC Memberships:
Anna Rose, internship 

Legislative reports
Samaris Rose: 
· 6 bills approved by Gov and OPM 
· Next step, draft testimony
· Vinny--will send list to committee members



RAC REPORTS 

Region 3
Lisa Girard: 
· No meeting in December 2022
· Plan to meet in January
· DCF 1:1 presentation for RAC 
· Leadership meeting for 6-month plan 
Jonathan Jacaruso: 
· More proactive approach 

Region 1
Tiffany McCarthy:
· No meeting in December 
· Scheduled meeting for January 
· Leadership to meet within few days for agenda planning 
· Plan: Family & Youth participation 

Region 2
Judith Eisenberg:
· RAC met in December
· 3 data points 
· Retroactive data 
· Identify trends in data
· Citizen's review panel (monthly meeting)
· Parents have concern to meet kids' needs; possible youth crossover with DCF and DSS?
· Concern for parents with different cognitive abilities 

Ken Mysogland:  Connect SAC group with KIM 

Region 4 
Sarah Gibson:
· No meeting in December 
· Scheduled January meeting
· Reviewing trends in data internal quality reports 
· CRP meeting separately
· Topic: homelessness in youth/family  

Region 5
Deb Kelleher:
· No meeting in December 
· Meeting in January 
· CRP-lots of training
· Plans to meet with CARELINE
· SAVE Girls of FYER program 
___________________________________________________________
Sergio Alvarez:
· Meet the providers meeting with community partners 
· Discussions on finances, housing, mental health and workforce for families 
Region 6
Nan Arnstein:
· Met in December
· Recruitment strategies for families' attendance 
· Touched upon: educational neglect 
· Redesign brochure (possible translation in Spanish)


SAC member reports/ discussion 

Tamara Bonilla: Reports made from school?
· Meriden office looking into intake 
· Educational neglect
· Allegations of abuse and neglect 
· Reviewing increased reports 

Ken Mysogland: What are they finding? What are the trends?

Sergio Alvarez: Schools were contacting CARELINE for family support resources 

Ken Mysogland response: Complicated factor; "we have to understand parents' perspectives/ experiences

Self-Assessment

Sarah Lockery: What do you need to chair a RAC?

Tiffany McCarthy:
·  Support from DCF and FAVOR
· Guidance from experienced members 

Judith Eisenberg:
· Support from network of care managers 

Jonathan Jacaruso:
· Strength between leaders

Jennifer Nadeau:
· Great and reliable partnerships 
· Seasoned leaders

Tamara Bonilla:
· Time limitations can be challenging 

Ken Mysogland: 
Do you feel you all are getting the outcomes from the efforts you put in? 

Deb Kelleher:
· Concentrating on things that spark interest 
· Asserts idea of agenda based on the interests of the group 

Sarah Lockery:
How do we sustain the work we've done once we step down?

Sergio Alvarez: Strength in partnership 

Stephanie Cotton: Tape/ record SAC meetings

Patricia Gaylord: Administrative assistant

· Kristen Graham:
·  Time log
· Possible handbook 

J. Jacaruso: will create a diagram of ideas for RAC chairs 








SAC member requests/advisements:

· Elder rights on agenda for next month
· Invite state legislators to SAC meeting 
· Discuss new graduates going into private practices 
· Workforce agenda
· Fiscal issues/ impact on workforce***
· Compensation for Samaris 

Judith, Sarah, Myke and Kristen--discussed stipends/ rates


DCF report 
Ken Mysogland:
· Workforce shortage 
· Commissioner Dorantes re-appointed / nomination in Jan😊
· DCF response to fentanyl crisis
· Ingestions of drugs not new to DCF/ lethality of drugs have increased
· Substance abuse is present in 70% of DCF cases   
· 3 current publicized DCF cases 
· Stanford case
· Salem case
· Bristol case

Ken Mysogland: Common theme in these cases?
People knew things that were happening with each case

Ken Mysogland: 
· to get the word out to non-mandated reporters: "see something, say something"
· Requesting ideas of lifting the stigma of DCF removing the child automatically 
· Educate the public on DCF's supports

Samaris Rose/ Kristen Graham: Shares stories about cases that were brought to DCF attention--however, negative outcomes

Deb Kelleher: 
· shared benefits of zoom mandated reporter training 
· See something, say something --different approach 

Sarah Lockery: value of establishing relationships in targeted communities

Susan Cunningham:
·  addressed language barriers/ interpretation issues 
· "the call we don't make may be the one we regret"

Patricia Gaylord:
· Highlighting DCF's purpose in outreach within communities
· Consider overtime, staffing for community outreach 
· There's still fear in certain cultures of the DCF agency  

Ken Mysogland: 
· DCF 's transparency 
· OCA has access to all DCF records 
· Commissioner has discretion on much information provided to the public 


Myke Halpin ends meeting with quote:

 "Every child has inside him an aching void for excitement and if we don't fill it with something which is exciting and interesting and good for him, he will fill it with something which is exciting and interesting and which isn't good for him. Each child represents either a potential addition to the protective capacity and the citizenship of the nation or if allowed to suffer from neglect a potential addition to the destructive forces of the community…" 

-President Theodore Roosevelt 



SAC's next meeting: Monday, February 6, 2023 9:30a-12p

Minutes documented by: Noemi Hammonds 











