Statewide Advisory Council Minutes
Monday, April 3, 2023

Attendees: 
· Ken Mysogland
· Tiffany McCarthy 
· Sarah Lockery
· Nan Arnstein
· Myke Halpin
· Stephanie Cotton 
· Jonathan Jacaruso
· Tamara Bonilla
· Judith Eisenberg
· Deb Kelleher
· Jennifer Nadeau
· Paul Guerrero
· Susan Cardillo Cunningham 
· Kristin Graham
· Peter Yazbak
· Sergio Alvarez
· Dr. Irv Jennings
· Taylor Ford
· Elisabeth Cannata
· Keisha Martin- Velez
· Rachael Levine 
· Patricia Gaylord 
· Christian "CJ" Ripke 
· Brendan Burke
· Sarah Eagan
· Tracy Ariel 
· Malcolm Blue 
· Sarah Gibson 

Minutes:
The March 6, 2023, minutes have been displayed during today's meeting. 
Motion to accept 3/6/23 minutes by Deb Kelleher, 2nd by Keisha Martin-Velez. No objections. 

OCA Presentation:
Sarah Eagan:
Description and responsibilities of Office of Child Advocate-- 
· Authorized to review services provided to children by state entities or any public entity that receives funding  
· Part of Child Fatality Review Panel (in depth investigation) 
· Responds to public concerns/complaints 
· Meets weekly to address complex concerns 
· Investigates individual concerns (especially for special education) 
· Reviews any facility a child is placed into 
· Obligated to present a report every 2 years on conditions of confinement
· Reviews legislative recommendations   

Sarah Lockery addresses:  OCA's letter on DCF's transparency and recommendations 
· Requested an understanding of the fatality report/ letter referencing Baby K. 

Sarah Eagan:  
· Baby K. died of fentanyl intoxication (considered homicide)
· OCA recommends that DCF has a clear framework of its internal evaluation on safety, permanency and well being 
· What has DCF learned from the fatality reviews?
· Specific findings?
· Public transparency 
· Qualitative review 

Christian "CJ" Ripke:
· Is OCA able to be a resource for DCF youth (over age of 18) who do not have an attorney? 
Sarah Eagan response:
· Yes---OCA can be a resource
· Legal counsel legislative proposal 

Ken Mysogland:
· Transparency clarification on child fatality cases---what is mentioned to the public vs. what data is extracted from the themes of DCF work

Tracy Ariel:  Workforce shortage impact on CT
· Basic overview of the Office of Workforce Strategy 
· Programs OWS is working on 
· Legislative arm to the Gov's workforce counsel 
· Received $70 million 1.5 years ago to create "Career Connect" to build career pathways	
· 49% for workforce boards 
· 51% to community-based organizations
· Facilitates collaboration with organizations on statewide programming 
· 5 to 26-week training programs offered depending on the program selected 
· Stipends available for gas, rent, food banks, day care, etc. while in training 
· Good jobs challenge 

Ken Mysogland question: How much of the funding has been used for healthcare and how is it being used?
Tracy Ariel answer:  Funding is used according to type of health care training 

Tracy Ariel: Healthcare Strategy
· OWS Health subcommittee as of April 2021
· Healthcare Horizons-funded through $35 million ARPA dollar
· Used/funded to increase facility in nursing and social work
· Scholarships
· Career Connect
· OWS assisting Stone Academy students 

Christian CJ Ripke: 
· Difficult for foster youth to obtain a MSW
· DCF funds capped at the bachelor's degree
· Investing in the youth to further their education
· HB 0656

Myke Halpin:  
· National Healthcare issues in retention

Dr. J:
· Lack of appreciation in nursing and social work 
· Stressful work 
· Complications for healthcare workers (ex: therapists can no longer work from home)
Ken Mysogland: Who can we invite to discuss the rates, stress and the demands of the healthcare workforce when people are hired?

RAC reports:
Region 6, Tamara Bonilla:
· Met last month 
· Flyer for Informational sessions for members recruitment 

Region 5, Deb Kelleher:
· Met last week
· Regional suicidal advisory board 
· DCF priorities
· Gambling prevention
· Hiring issues 
· Meet the provider series 
· Court referrals to JRBs have increased 
Sergio Alvarez: 
· Family First Prevention--Dr. Davis presentation 
· DCF funding to support for families for certain services to stay home
Patricia Gaylord:
· Where are the CRPs reports that are received by DCF posted?
· Racial Justice 

Region 4, Jennifer Nadeau:
· Met last month
· Updates related to legislative summary/ DCF bills
· Update from YAB: social media platforms 
· FAVOR presentation
· Recruitment 

Region 3, N/A

Region 2, Judith Eisenberg:
· Rescheduled April's meeting 
· Looking forward to presentation: DCF's Quality Improvement Team
· CRP consolidating --operation work 

Christian Ripke: YAB
· Voted on transitional issues within the YAB 
· Challenges of resources
· Foster care training 
· Child protective issues 
· Transportation access by DCF 
· Graduate school funding by DCF (inaccurate information)
Region 1, Tiffany McCarthy
· Meeting cancelled for April
· Reviewing survey results 
· Cool and comply presentation 

Keisha Martin-Velez:
· Collaborate more with the youth and families 
· Trainings of interest: Human trafficking 
· Cool, Calm and Comply meeting 

DCF report:
Ken Mysogland:
· HB 0656 overview/ complications
· Case management component issue
· Huge fiscal costs for DCF
· Seeking advisement from the SAC on DCF communication to the public
· DCF's statutory guidance on what can be said 
· Family voice consideration 
· Confidentiality lines?
Christian Ripke:
· Voices the need of case management component 
· Attached OLR report 
Sarah Lockery:
· Opportunity for SAC to provide advisement with these DCF cases 

More discussion for next month's meeting

Myke Halpin, ending quote:
"Think what a better world it would be if we all, the whole world, cookies and milk about 3 o'clock every afternoon and then lay down on our blankets for a nap. "  -Barbara Jordan

Next meeting: Monday, May 1st, 9:30a-12:00p

Minutes by: Noemi Hammonds 









