Statewide Advisory Council Minutes
Monday, 12/4/2023 

Attendees: 
· Ken Mysogland
· Deb Kelleher
· Kristin Graham
· Sergio Alvarez
· Dr. Irv Jennings
· Sarah Gibson 
· Elisabeth Cannata 
· Lisa Girard 
· Anna Rose
· Malcolm Blue 
· Myke Halpin
· Noa Malone
· Sarah Lockery
· Tamara Bonilla
· Sarah Gibson
· Michell Piper-Mitchell
· Beresford Wilson
· Taylor Ford
· Keisha Martin-Velez
· Samaris Rose
· Maguena Deslandes 
· Shirley Ellis-West
· Steve Rodriguez
· Patricia Gaylord
· Tina Jefferson



RAC reports

Region 5; Dr. J
· RJI presentation 
· Carelon presentation (Connecting to care)
· Urban Trauma Network 
Sergio Alverez: 
· Increase in referrals from probation. 
· Meet the provider the providers series


 Region 2; Kristin Graham
· RAC meeting last week
· RAC 101 
· CRP presentation 
· Sarah Lockery as New Co-Chair for Region 2
Malcolm Blue:
· ACA presentation for January

Region 6; Nan Arnstein
· RJI presentation
· RAC met on 11/6
· Carelon presentation 
· Next meeting on 12/7

Region 3; Lisa Girard
· RAC meeting in Nov.
· CHDI presentation Re: Toolkit
· Urban Community Alliance (RJI)
· No DEC meeting
· DCF listening session meeting with YAB--TBD

Region 4; Sarah Gibson 
· RAC met on 11/25
· Follow up re: DCF's placement crisis 
· CRP focused discussion
· Meeting next few weeks 

Region 1; Michell Piper-Mitchell
· RJI presentation
· Carelon presentation (class framework)
· No meeting in Dec; meeting in Jan
· PAL training planning 

Minutes: 
· Sarah Lockery requests to have minutes reflect the agenda
· Motion to accept by Lisa Girard, seconded by Ken Mysogland 
Membership:
RECENT SAC APPOINTMENTS
· Sarah Lockery 
· Lisa Girard
· Deb Kelleher 
· Regina Moller

PENDING SAC APPOINTMENTS:  Tom Scanlon from the Governor’s office is communicating via email with Sarah and helping to process the below.
· Anna Rose Thelemaque
· Samaris Rose- Smith 
· Elisabeth Cannata

VACANCIES:  
· CT Licensed Healthcare provider
· Adult caregiver of youth involved with services (behavioral health, child welfare, juvenile justice)- TWO VACANCIES


a. GOVERNOR APPOINTMENTS, EXPIRATION DATES
i. NOVEMBER 2023:  Rachael Levine, planning to renew?



2. SAC AGENDA ITEMS ARE REQUESTED from the following:  as we try to have our agenda represent the interests of youth and families, we ask if any of the below has a request for a future agenda topic

a. From Youth Advisory Board and/or independent youth
· n/a


b. From RACs and Regional CRPs
· Alternative caregiver arrangement 


c. From Regional FAVOR reps and/or independent family members
· n/a


d. SAC Member
· Anna Rose: Request to look into check payments for youth; suggests transition to debit card payments
· Dr. J:  Referrals to Solnit Hospital can only go through a hospital setting. Why?
· Shirley:  Looking for assistance with filling the RJI advisory board (15 members for RJI advisory board)


Legislative Committee report:
· Sarah will be scheduling an organizational meeting asap. 


Budget:
Tend to spend $200 a month for stipends 


Dr. Cannata: Assisted Intervention Matching (AIM) Tool
· Funded by DCF through federal funds.
· CT robust service system 
· Designed to address research supported models (in home interventions)
· Goes live by the end of the week
· Several pathways based on need ; designed to strengthen families and match youth to the right services 
· Dr. Cannata guides through the AIM tool with an example of a child with need of services
· Not a diagnostic tool

Questions: Sarah Gibson
· Does the AIM tool for anyone in the community or just DCF involve clients?
· Different available languages for the tool?
· Family feedback?

Discussion re: AIM tools process and the pro and cons of the AIM tool for different types of families

DCF report:
Guest: Tina Jefferson, DCF Bureau Chief of Chief Welfare 
Topic: More information on how siblings stay in contact in cases they are split up

· Safety first
· Place kids with kin or people they know so connection is possible (only if safe)
· If children are not with people they know, it is DCF/ SW responsibly to ensure that contact is maintained (safely)


DCF services for youth who move to CT from another state:
· The state the child is from still manages the case, however, CT DCF SW will be assigned and assists family/ child with resources. 
· Finalization of document for community pathways program 
· Strength base program
· SAC suggestions to strengthen flyer: edits on content, consumer inclusion, contacts 

· April 4, 2024, Research Forum with UConn
· What is the impact of research on the families we work with?
· 420 adoptions for the year 
· Reduce the number in DCF care by 30% in Comm. Dorantes administration. 


DCF response to child fatalities:
· Within 24-48 hours DCF executive team holds Critical Case Incident Conference (Commissioner/ DC's)
· Discussion of history and current information for this family for the best well-being of the child/ children
· Special Qualitative Review (SQR) process; reviews every aspect of all case practices, staff and providers. 
· Takes findings of SQR and conducts learning forums. 

Lisa Girard: What are DCF's plans to remediate harm done to families?  Putting trust back into DCF..

· Accountability for communities as well? (see something, say something)
· Difficulties in messaging 
· Media reporting challenges to consider. 
· Not a blame game --it's a collective effort for families' best interest involving community members, family members, partners and DCF 

Recommendation from Sarah Lockery: Once a month of DCF community engagement to educate CT for reminders of our responsibilities as a community if things should be addressed. 

Closing quote from Myke Halpin:

"Enjoy the little things in life for one day you may look back in life and realize they were big things."


Shout out to Dr. Cannata for AIM tool !

Happy Holidays!  See ya next year!


Next SAC Meeting: Monday, 1/8/2024, 9:30a-12p

Minutes: Noemi Hammonds 
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