STATEWIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC) to DCF
The duties of the SAC members are:
1. To promote collaboration in regards to the Strategic Plan for youth, family and provider involvement
2. To gather information about “asks” identified by the DCF from RACS and other interested parties
3. To attend SAC meetings and present concerns and feedback about the DCF
4. To advocate for racial justice, child welfare and behavioral health for all children in CT
AGENDA:  May 1, 2023
Meetings are from 9:30-12:00, 1st Monday of the month 
ZOOM invite from Ken Mysogland

https://www.zoomgov.com/j/16011725927?pwd=MWREN3Y5MHlSVG00NDh2WFkva3l0UT09
Meeting ID: 160 1172 5927
Passcode: CTFFPSA1!

1. Introductions 

2. Regional Advisory Councils and Regional System Development
a. RAC reports
b. RAC Leadership Support and System Development
i. Update regarding efforts to standardize responsibilities, Sarah Lockery
	DCF SYSTEMS MANAGER:  develops process within DCF to identify youth and adults for self advocacy groups.  Links with YAB and FAVOR








REGIONAL FAVOR REPS- inform agenda at RACs and SAC

YOUTH ADVISORY BOARD- inform agendas at RACS and SAC




SAC/ RAC AGENDA
Issues important to YAB:
Issues raised by FAVOR
RAC Reports- Any regional efforts to respond to concerns raised by YAB and FAVOR








3. Minutes


4. Membership
a. PENDING SAC APPOINTMENTS:
i. No updates, will be removed unless applicant expresses interest
1. Whitney Rodriguez- need to submit her application, it has been notarized
2. Anna Rose- youth 
ii. Will be recommended for appointment from Governor:  
1. Stephanie Cotton – to renew her term
2. Christian Ripke- youth
b. VACANCIES:  
i. CT Licensed Healthcare provider
ii.  Adult caregiver of youth involved with services (behavioral health, child welfare, juvenile justice)- TWO VACANCIES
iii. Child Care Professional:  VACANCY 
c. GOVERNOR APPOINTMENTS, EXPIRATION DATES
i. AUGUST 2023:  Sarah Lockery, Stephanie Cotton
ii. OCTOBER 2023:  Christopher Scott, Deb Kelleher, Elisabeth Cannata, Samaris Rose- Smith
iii. NOVEMBER 2023:  Rachael Carpaneto
iv. Need to confirm term:  Regina Moller

5. SAC Member Advisement/ Request  
6. SAC GUESTS REQUESTS/SUGGESTIONS

7. SAC Legislation Committee Report:  Samaris Rose Smith (Legislative Session Jan 4-June 7, 2023)
Christian Ripke, leader of the DCF Youth Advisory Board. YAB has been pushing for legislation to raise the age of eligibility for college funding and currently has a bill in the legislature. Under this bill, Case Management service will not continue beyond the age of 23, but instead the bill would allow DCF to fund Graduate school, law school, and medical school for kids who are in compliance with the Post Secondary Education Plan up until the age of 28.  The money would act as a housing voucher for kids in need of housing or as a scholarship for youth to cover their tuition and books. The YAB needs people in the field, community members, and providers the opportunity to support the bill, HB06563.

8. SAC Budget Balance: $6047.29 (estimated)
Legislation Committee Chair- SAC needs to vote on how to recognize the Chair

9. DCF Report- 
a. Racial Justice- no update
b. DCF requested topics/updates:  10:30-11:30  CQI Discussion: SAC and Chapin Hall 
1. Desired results  
· Gain additional insight from this group about DCF’s improvement strategies
· Provide suggestions to further support the work within DCF and with external partners to improve services for children, youth and families
2. Discussion 
· What is beneficial to supporting changes in policy or funding? 
1. What are the greatest facilitators of information sharing between DCF and community/policymakers?   
2. What specific positions/individuals do you primarily engage with to gather recommendations for change?  
3. How do you use reports or other data/information from DCF when working with the community? What are some strengths or challenges of these resources?   
· What acts as the largest roadblocks to supporting changes in policy or funding? 
1. How are priorities identified and operationalized? 
· Do current practice improvement strategies translate to policy and program recommendations? 
1. What has worked well when collaborating with outside agencies to build support for DCF? What has not? 
· What are your proposed ideas for a statewide CQI plan (e.g., process of reviewing and making meaning of data to contribute to constructive changes)?
3. Next Steps  


a. Assess need for closed session

10. Topics requested- need to be scheduled:
a. Assaultive actions with elderly by youth- learning reporting obligations and legal impact such behaviors may present for the youth (Deb will reach out to a guest who can help educate the SAC about elder rights)
b. Training on how to support caregivers with cognitive limitations
c. Uniform approach to address growing waitlists for behavioral health treatment
d. Communication with public about high-profile cases

11. June 5, 2023 meeting: agenda items  

Happy Retirement to Judy Eisenberg!
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