STATEWIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC) to DCF
The SAC:
· creates opportunities for people to be heard directly 
· represents concerns for those who are not able to do so for themselves
· advocates for legislation (if necessary) that addresses concerns
· Advises DCF leadership about concerns and feedback 
The duties of the SAC members are:
· To promote collaboration in regards to the Strategic Plan for youth, family and provider involvement
· To attend SAC meetings and present concerns and feedback about the DCF
· To advocate for racial justice, child welfare and behavioral health for all children in CT
· RAC Chairs are specifically responsible for:
a. Reporting issues important to regional CRPs 
b. Gather information about “asks” identified by the DCF from RACS 

AGENDA:  Dec 4, 2023
Meetings are from 9:30-12:00, 1st Monday of the month, watch for remote invite from Ken Mysogland

1. Introductions 
a. Guest, Anthony Gay, fatherhood Coordinator

2. Regional Advisory Councils and Regional System Development

3. Minutes

4. Membership
a. RECENT SAC APPOINTMENTS
i. Sarah Lockery 
ii. Lisa Girard
iii. Deb Kelleher 
iv. Regina Moller
b. PENDING SAC APPOINTMENTS:  Tom Scanlon from Governor’s office is communicating via email with Sarah and helping to process the below.
i. Anna Rose Thelemaque- 
ii. Stephanie Cotton
iii. Samaris Rose- Smith 
iv. Elisabeth Cannata
c. VACANCIES:  
i. RAC Reg 2 Rep
ii. CT Licensed Healthcare provider
iii.  Adult caregiver of youth involved with services (behavioral health, child welfare, juvenile justice)- TWO VACANCIES
d. GOVERNOR APPOINTMENTS, EXPIRATION DATES
i. NOVEMBER 2023:  Rachael Carpaneto Levine, planning to renew?







5. SAC AGENDA ITEMS ARE REQUESTED from the following:  as we try to have our agenda represent the interests of youth and families, we ask if any of the below has a request for a future agenda topic

a. From Youth Advisory Board and/or independent youth

b. From RACs and Regional CRPs

c. From Regional FAVOR reps and/or independent family members

d. SAC Member
·  "Enhancing Accountability and Efficacy in Foster Care Stipends: Exploring the Possibility of Transitioning from Check Payments to Debit Card Method in Connecticut". The SAC will delve into the current practice of disbursing monthly stipends to foster caregivers in the state of Connecticut. The focus will be on evaluating the advantages and potential drawbacks of transitioning from traditional paper check payments to a debit card method. The objective is to explore how this shift can promote transparency, accountability, and ensure that the funds allocated for the care of youth in foster care are used for their essential needs, similar to the SNAP benefits distribution system. This topic aims to address concerns raised by former foster youth and enhance the overall child welfare system in Connecticut.  (scheduled for January 2024 SAC meeting)
6. SAC Legislation Committee Report  (Sammi, Sarah, Stephanie, Cynthia, Anna, Lisa)

7. SAC Budget Balance: $4297   (estimated)

8. Assisted Intervention Matching (AIM) Tool, Elisabeth Cannata, PhD

9. DCF Report- 
a. Overall DCF Update 
b. Maintaining sibling connections while in foster care
c. DCF services for youth who move to CT from another state
d. DCF response to child fatalities


10. Topics requested- need to be scheduled:
a. Assaultive actions with elderly by youth- learning reporting obligations and legal impact such behaviors may present for the youth (Deb will reach out to a guest who can help educate the SAC about elder rights)
b. Training on how to support caregivers with cognitive limitations
c. Uniform approach to address growing waitlists for behavioral health treatment
d. Communication with public about high-profile cases


11. Agenda items for next meeting: Jan 8, 2023 (2nd Monday)
a. Recruitment of male employees
b. Check payments to debit card payments for youth in foster care. 
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