Statewide Advisory Council Minutes
9/12/22
Attendees:

Sarah Lockery, Jennifer Nadeau, Samaris Rose, Dr. Irv Jennings, Ken Mysogland, Deb Kelleher, Michele Sarofin, Elizabeth Duryea, Sharon Davis, Susan Cunningham, Sergio Alvarez, Sarah Gibson, Malcolm Blue, Tamara Bonilla, Rachel Levine, Maguena Deslander, Judy Eisenberg, Stephanie Telford
Kevin Marton Velez - FAVOR, Lisa Girardo - FAVOR, Patricia Gaylord - FAVOR, Paul Guerrero - FAVOR
Suprena Shuler, no longer at FCA and is not RAC representative but hopes to join   
Chris Scott - Absent

Stephanie Pulona - Fatherhood event over the weekend
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Minutes
The minutes from the last month's meeting will be sent to the members. 
Membership 
Introduction of any new people in the room:
· No new individuals in the room 
Progress of membership outreach assignments:
RAC Reports:
· Region 6 
· Met in September
· Tamara Bonilla joined as System PD
· Processed retreat
· Loo to change day/time of meeting to help with attendance
· Region 5
· Region 2 explained that their RAC will meet on Friday (8/7) and have several presentations from CBHP regarding community assessments - culturally appropriate consultants will guide the group.
· Region 3
· Met last in July - Family First overview, Juan F exit
· Discussed SAC retreat
· RFP for CME to be released and Kinship Navigator program - October wrap around training
· Back to school rally in Waterbury
· Implicit Bias training done with community partners
· 
· Region 4 
· No July/ August meeting
· Meeting Next Week
· Region 3
· Listening Tour over the Summer - Reviewing feedback
· Meeting next Wednesday
· Provider /Family Concerns - What happens? How? Follow Up
· Introducing Space for youth and families

· Region 2
· No meeting in July, committee has been meeting for months
· Last meeting 51%
· Created a Logo
· Had booth at the Fatherhood this past Saturday. Had giveaways, QR Codes, Gift cards and Snacks - Photos will be shared with group.
· Looking for update on Family First from Dr. Davis
· Malcolm thanked those who helped make the Fatherhood Event a success
·  
·   Region 1
· Sabrina stepped down - Chair less right now, 2nd to step down
· Working on getting new Chairs appointed 
· Hoping to get back on track soon
· Keisha attended Youth Advisory Board Meeting - will rotate to have consistent presence at meetings



SAC Member Reports:
· Sarah discussed membership, Regina and Damon confirmed. Opening for Healthcare - 2 opening for Child Welfare Systems
· Region 1 communication with DCF, tightening up concerns; Maguena explains concern of an attempted suicidal youth was put on the streets. * homeless person (youth) asked to go back into DCF care * DCF called on family, worker not allowed in the home and was ok with that.
· Maguena stated that it's a teachable moment on educating the community as well as front line workers. Educate on how to receive or articulate information what cultural sensitivity looks like, there are gaps with the information and it's an important piece
· Ken responded that youth in need of support should call the 24hr care line number 800-842-2288. (will get name after the meeting and look into who needs support and that youth are safe) Ken also stated that a SW never makes decisions in isolation, supervisor is always involved.
· Legislative - Samris & Ken, session to start in January. Will sit down with Vinny to go over subgroup support.

SAC Budget Reports
· Sarah stated no confirmation from Regina.
· The current balance is $1,500 - additional 5,000 a year
· 10,000 past retreat
· 200.00 each month being spent 
· Will not have money to finance retreat 2023 as did the past year.
· Samaris would like to join the committee
· Question of supporting local businesses for next retreat

DCF Report
· Will make sure that Johann's notes are typed and sent out
· Thanks to a great retreat
· The DCF Regional Office Directors are as followed
Region 1 - Jeanette Blackwell, Asst. Chief
· Bridgeport - Chrichton Stewart, OD
· Norwalk - Yolanda Chapman, OD
Region 2 - Shawn Wright, Asst. Chief
· New Haven - Dakibu Muley, OD
· Milford - Cathy Waylen, OD
Region 3 - Shawn Wright, Asst. Chief
· Norwich - David Silva, OD
· Willimantic - Melanie Mercado, OD
· Middletown - Ayesha Gaines, OD
Region 4 - Maritza Velez, Asst. Chief
· Hartford - Maria Hernandez Young, OD
· Manchester - Lisa Zuccaro, OD
Region 5 - Jeanette Blackwell, Asst. Chief
· Waterbury - Maritza Acosta, OD
· Torrington - Carla Perella, OD
· Danbury - Kelly McVey, OD
      Region 6 - Maritza Velez, Asst. Chief
· New Britain - Lisa Lumbruno, OD
· Meriden- Maribel Martinez, OD

Child Welfare Chain of Command:
OD report to 		Asst Chiefs: Maritza Velez, Jeanette Blackwell, and Shawn Wright
Asst Chiefs report to                   Bureau Chief of Child Welfare - Tina Jefferson
Bureau Chief reports to               	   Deputy Commissioner Michael Williams

 
· Behavioral Health News: Solnit North new Superintendent - Lisa Feder and Solnit South new Superintendent - Heidi Pegluise. Frank Gregory is now the Administrator of Children's Behavior Health and reports to Deputy Commissioner Michael Williams
· DCF has a dramatic need for nurses for Solnit South
· A Calling All Nurses Campaign has begun. We are encouraging all nurses to take part
·  DCF is not campaign to our community partners being everyone is need
· As we all know kids are best served in their own families, trying to reunify within 12 months
· Stats: In Jan 2019 there was 4,311 children in care - -2022 there are 3,037 children in care. DCF is keeping families together due to our resources.
· Please contact Ken Mysogland if you know of a family that DCF has helped. On Thursday the NBS Today Show is doing a series of segments on Child Welfare and they are interviewing CT Commissioner Vannessa Dorantes
· Logo for RAC/SAC - Sarah mentioned
· Lisa suggested youth/family engagement - have a design contest for the logo and SAC as a unit will vote on the winner. ** Gift card to prize winner*


The SAC's next meeting will be on Monday, October 3 from 9:30 am-12:00 pm.
