Statewide Advisory Council Minutes
11/7/22
Attendees:
Sarah Lockery, Chris Scott, Jennifer Nadeau, Myke Halpin, Dr. Elisabeth Cannata, Samaris Rose, Dr. Irv Jennings, Ken Mysogland, Deb Kelleher, Stephanie Sharon, Elizabeth Duryea, Sergio Alvarez, Vincent Russo, Malcolm Blue, Patricia Gaylord, SUN Scholars, Kristin Graham, Tamara Bonilla, Nan, Arnstein, Tiffany McCarthy, P. Guerrero
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Minutes
The minutes from the last month's meeting being sent to the members. Minutes are up on screen to review, accept and vote on
Motion to accept minutes from last meeting by Ken Mysogland and 2nd by Sarah Lockery. No objections
RAC Reports:
· Region 1 
· Tiffany McCarthy touched on the follow subjects:
· FFT - Foster Care Model
· Fentanyl Crisis
· Region 2
· Malcolm Blue - Friday 11/4 meeting was good. Dakibu Muley from New Haven shared a power point presentation about Fatherhood work.
· Youth Concerns: CRP raise to 26
·  Transitional Youth Services
·  Financial Literacy for youth aging out
·  More support for LGBT youth, better training for foster parent with LGBT youth in care
· Services for cognitive limitations 
· (Stipends) for youth separate from foster parents 
· Region 3
· Lisa - Did not meet in October, next meeting November 9th, presentation from Beacon.
· Listen Tour
· Region 4 
· P. Guerrero
· FFT Presentation
· CRP - October discussion
· CRP Recommendation/ Unstable Housing
· Region 5
· Deb/Sergio
· No meeting om October
· Meet the Providers/Oct
· Waterbury Public Schools
· Presentation from Careline
· New Waterbury 2nd Office, Ave of Industry
· Region 6
· Elizabeth Cantana - October meeting did not work for all
· Will meet next week
· Family participation not good
· Experimenting with new times to meet
  

SAC Member Reports:
· Sarah Term Expiration 8/23
· Chris/ Deb 10/23
· Rachael 11/23
· Whitney no update
· Damion resigning 
· Request from Child Advocate, can talk about membership

RAC Update
· Chris Scott: Saturday's Event 50 RSVP and 40 attendees - Event went well
· Topic: Head start from High School
· (2) $500 scholarships from Town Fair Tires

Legislative
Samaris: shared screen of the 5 proposals
· Vinny drafted proposals (5) in total
· Will know more in December
· Focus on 1 per region
· Advocate for hearing
Vinny: 
· 5 different proposals, not public yet and no approval from gov, or OPM as of yet
· The 5 proposals that Samaris shared Vinny explained them and will be sent to the members
· Sessions begins Jan 4th and Ends June 7th 
 

Sarah Lockery:
Child Advocacy Correspondence: Received email - What role do you recommend the committee take?
Meeting Wednesday Afternoon
By Laws 17A-4 statue
19 voting members	6 Rep. of RAC	13 other positions
Forum used to create partnerships
? Opportunity to change statue
Where do you see the SAC being now that we exited a consent decree?

Ken Mysogland Response:

· Child Welfare oversight committee should be established
· SAC advises not oversees.  
· We don't have federal court monitor anymore.
· We just exited 33 years of federal oversight
· As a department we are not in agreement for an oversight committee 

Elizabeth Cannata :
· What's the opportunity to ensure that the resources are put into the system
· How do we make sure that our system helps families adequately?
· Why did Sarah (Child Advocacy) send email. What are the concerns? Need more info/details
· Suggestion to delay conversation with OCA so that SAC can meet to be in line with one another
· Ask more questions regarding the concerns they may have
· Wednesday's call will just be to get more information on what the concerns are and bring information back to SAC

Elizabeth  - PowerPoint Presentation AIM Tool (Assisted Intervention Matching Tool
· SAMHSA/CSAT Grant Funding
· Connectingtocarect.org
· 1 tool 3 ways to log in
· 1. DCF Worker
· 2. Providers
· 3. Parent/Caregiver

Ken - DCF Update
· Legislative covered by Vinny
· Fentanyl guidance memo sent to out to staff
· Short Term intervention in cases with Fentanyl concerns (Interim Guidance 10/20/22)
· Keeping fentanyl out of the hands of small children
· In 2022 there has been (7) infant deaths, (24) revived with Narcan due to fentanyl ingestion
· Safety Plans to be put in place if suspected user in the home
· Leadership Summit 11/8/22 "Safety in Real Time" Using ABC Approach - Thoughts: Feedback?
· Racial Justice: Invited Fred North to next meeting - *Impact on change insinuative*
· November 18, 2022 - National Adoption Day
· 10/28/22 Ass. Commissioner Schomburg came to CT to observe our work in Racial Justice. Met with youth in care and families
· Department has been featured on the "Today Show" last month - highlighted a family out of Bridgeport, CT
· * Next meeting December 5, 2022

Sarah Lockery
· RAC Chair Self Assessments (Good)

Dr. J wanted to address the workforce shortage issues. Huge problem. Positions are not being filled; we should be talking about it. "What can we do?" 

DCF: *New hire turnovers are greater than long term employees. 
We are aware of the workforce shortage. 
Recruit from colleges on entry level positions
Held a nursing job fair recently 

Myke Halpin: Ended meeting with a quote by "Indira Gandhi"
"We must protect families; we must protect children who have inalienable rights and should be taken care of physically and mentally, and should not be brought into the world only to suffer"


The SAC's next meeting will be on Monday, November 7 from 9:30 am-11:55am.
