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	ASSESSMENT FOR THE PROVISION OF RESPITE CARE

	TO CHILDREN WITH COMPLEX MEDICAL NEEDS

	
	

	
	

	1.
	Discuss the family’s motivations for providing respite care for children with complex medical needs.

	
	

	
	     

	
	

	2.
	Describe any medical experiences and/or skills of the parents which will assist in the care of the medically complex child.  Describe parents’ preferences to types of children they will care for; e.g., a child with HIV disease, respiratory problems, gastrostomy tubes.

	
	

	
	     

	
	

	3.
	Discuss the family’s ability to attend child-specific training that may be given at a hospital or doctor’s office.  Are the parents able to address their transportation or baby-sitting needs?

	
	

	
	     

	
	

	4.
	Discuss the family’s strengths and weaknesses regarding the parents’ ability to receive and understand medical instructions for the child-specific training.

	
	

	
	     

	
	

	5.
	Discuss how well the parents care for their own children’s medical and dental needs.

	
	

	
	     

	
	

	6.
	Describe, if applicable, alterations to the home in order to make it handicapped-accessible.  Will the family be able to care for children with oxygen tanks, a child in a wheelchair, a child requiring intravenous poles, feeding pumps, etc.?

	
	

	
	     

	
	

	
	Important:  Authorized respite care providers must complete certification requirements and child specific training for the provision of care to children with complex medical needs in accordance with Policies 41-7-3 and 41-25-7.1.


