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This Comment is not original material, its source (if known) is as follows: (such as material / code development
proposal from a prior development cycle or proposal submitted to model code committee etc.)
This proposal would eliminate state-specific amendments to the model codes.
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Hobbs, Darren

From: Eric Lacey <eric@reca-codes.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 3:36 PM

To: CodesStandards, DAS

Subject: RECA Energy Code Proposal

Attachments: Attachment to RECA CT Proposal 5-27-21.docx; RECA CT Energy Code Proposal
5-27-21.pdf

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any attachments unless you
trust the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Chairman Free,

As we indicated in our May 20 letter to the Code Amendments Subcommittee, RECA is submitting the attached proposal
that would eliminate the state-specific weakening amendments to several sections of the energy code. RECA submitted
a few proposals in the 2018 IECC review (CCP19032, CCP19033, and CCP19034) which would eliminate state-specific
weakening amendments to the 2018 IECC, and we hope the Subcommittee will consider these again. The attached
proposal brings about the same result through a different means — by eliminating the amendment language altogether,
so that the unamended code language of the 2018 or 2021 IECC would apply. If there are any questions, please don’t
hesitate to email or call.

Thanks,
Eric

Eric Lacey, Chairman

Responsible Energy Codes Alliance
1850 M Street, NW, Suite 610
Washington, DC 20036

(202) 339-6366 office

(703) 409-0681 cell

(202) 342-0807 fax
WWW.reca-codes.com
eric@reca-codes.com




May 27, 2021 RECA Code Change Proposal

PROPOSAL INFORMATION

Description of change and reason for change:

As explained in our May 20, 2021 letter to the Code Amendments
Subcommittee, the Responsible Energy Codes Alliance supports the adoption of the
2018 and 2021 IECC in Connecticut. Adopting the full 2021 IECC without state-specific
amendments will provide the most energy-saving and carbon-reduction benefits for the
owners of residential and commercial buildings. However, at a minimum, we
recommend adopting the 2018 IECC and eliminating the state-specific weakening
amendments incorporated into the 2020 Connecticut State Building Code.

RECA submitted several proposals in the previous update (CCP19032,
CCP19033, and CCP19034) which would eliminate some of these amendments. We
believe these proposals will still have the effect of bringing Connecticut’s energy code
closer to the 2018 IECC and continue to support them.

This new code change proposal takes a slightly different approach — It eliminates
these same weakening amendments by striking the state-specific language from the
Building Code. Our intention in striking these amendments is the adoption of the
unamended code language in either the 2018 or 2021 IECC. We see no reason why
Connecticut’s energy code should differ from the model energy codes with respect to air
tightness and duct leakage. It is well-documented that the air tightness testing and duct
testing requirements of the 2018 and 2021 IECC save energy, maintain occupant
comfort, and optimize building system performance. These objective tests serve as an
important consumer protection, and the air tightness levels prescribed in the 2018 and
2021 IECC are feasible and a critical piece of the IECC’s overall efficiency. Although we
would prefer a complete, unamended adoption of the 2018 or 2021 IECC, at a minimum,
we believe these weakening amendments should be eliminated.

Proposed text change, addition or deletion:







Supporting data and documents:

The air leakage testing and duct tightness requirements of the IECC have been

adopted in many states, and have been maintained through several IECC update cycles.

The prescriptive air tightness testing requirement of <3 ACH50 is consistent across
the 2012, 2015, 2018, and 2021 IECC.

The prescriptive duct tightness testing requirement of 4 cfm per 100 square feet is
also consistent across the 2012, 2015, 2018, and 2021 IECC.

Adoption of the full 2018 IECC would yield an additional 2.1% reduction in energy
costs for Connecticut homeowners, saving an additional $782.52 over the first 30
years of the home’s useful life. See
https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ConnecticutResidentia
|CostEffectiveness 2018.pdf

Adoption of the full 2021 IECC would yield an additional 7.44% reduction in energy
costs for Connecticut homeowners. See U.S. Dep’t of Energy, Preliminary Energy
Savings Analysis: 2021 IECC for Residential Buildings, at 22 (May 2021), available at
https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2021 IECC Preliminar
yDetermination TSD.pdf.
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