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State of Connecticut Minimum Legal 
Requirements for Accessibility 



 Do Meeting the Needs of the User and Design Fit the Job Description?  

18 th Century B.C.   
Hammurabi’s Law: If the building falls down, kill the Architect.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1960’s  
different rules and regulations in various municipalities throughout  the  
State; some municipalities with no apparent regulations or guidelines     

 
 

 

1971:  State of  Connecticut Building Code based on BOCA Basic Building 
Code/1970 as amended  on various dates 
 
1981:  State of Connecticut Basic Building Code/1978 based on BOCA Basic 
Building Code/1978 as  amended 
 
1987:  State Building Code based on BOCA Basic/National Building 
Code/1984+BOCA 1986  Accumulative Supplement + April 15, 1987 
Connecticut Supplement 
 
1989:  State Building Code based on BOCA  National Building Code/1987 + 
BOCA 1988 Accumulative Supplement + October 16, 1989 Connecticut 
Supplement 
 
1994:  State Building Code based on BOCA National Building Code/1990 + 
BOCA 1992 Accumulative Supplement + June 15, 1994  Connecticut 
Supplement 



continued 
 
1999:  State  Building Code based on BOCA National Building Code/1996 + 
May 1, 1999 Connecticut Supplement + April 7, 2000 
Amendment 
 
2004:  1999  State Building Code based on BOCA National Building 
Code/1996 + May 1, 1999 Connecticut Supplement + April 7, 2000  
Amendment + September 1, 2004 Amendment 
 
2005:  1999  State Building Code based on the 2003 International Building  
Code + December 31, 2005 Connecticut Supplement and  
2009 Amendments 
 
2014:  Proposed New Code pending submission for Legislative  
Hearings and Action 
 
 



“When two or more people come together to plan 
for change, conflict exists.” 





1. Ramps are easier for  
 everyone to use than stairs. 

 

8. If a door is wide, and if it 
has no threshold, it is 
accessible to persons in 
wheelchairs.  

False  
Prostheses or long leg 
braces may make ramps 
difficult.  Also, persons 
with balance problems 
may find ramps difficult to 
use.  

False 
Not always!  The door 
might be excessively heavy, 
or might have heavy 
pressure resistance.  Also, 
the type of hardware can 
be a factor. 



                       333  Maple Street – Residential Zone 

BARC    Photograph of Completed Project 



 
The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
Title I – Employment 
Title II – State & Local Government 
Title III – Public Accommodations 
 
 Titles II & III include Transportation 

Title IV – Telephone Systems 

philosophy is that everything is  required to 
be accessible, and if it is not specifically 
exempted by the code than it shall be 
accessible.  





Ramp Access Blended into the Design of the Building   

Accessible Entrance 

Left LLLLLLLLLLeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeffffffffffffffffffffffffffffftttttttt



  



 

Strip Mall Change of Occupancy Issues 



tend to be subjective, with wording such as 
“when the changes are readily achievable” 
defined as being  “easy to accomplish without 
much difficulty or expense”. 



Signage Issue – Confusing Language    

Example: Look at a specific requirement of the code 
 - Sentences in the code  to state the requirement 

        - Paragraphs in the commentary to  explain the requirement 

AND……….. BUT…… 

ICC Codes         Other Areas  
Coordinating                          For Consideration   ???   

ADA (1990 Americans         UFAS (Uniform Federal 
With Disabilities Act)           Accessibility Standards 

FHA (Fair Housing         ADAAG (Americans  
Amendment Act)                  with Disabilities Act 
                                                 Accessibility Guidelines        



 
      
        
         Public Accommodations  
         in New Construction       “There’s an OOPS on the table." 

“” 
 



$600,000 Settlement Ends Discriminatory 
Policies at Housing Complex for Persons with 
Disabilities 
 
“This is believed to be the largest settlement 
in a case challenging independent living 
requirements in Connecticut.” 

The Justice Department’s proposed consent decree  will 
require the Law School Admission Council “to pay $7.73 
million in penalties and damages to compensate for 
widespread and systematic discrimination in violation of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)”. 
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Accessibility Issues Regarding Outdoor Events 



ISSUE: Typical Platform Tent 

            Ramps as possible accessible solutions  



Issue: Employee Service Access to Spectator Platform  

New ADA adjustment increases for first violations and subsequent 
violations A 



is a concept that the design of spaces and 
products shall be accessible and usable by 
everyone to the greatest extent possible 
without  a need for special adaptations.  

Accessible Neighborhood Playgrounds 



 
 
 

Prototype Modular Group Home  
Community-Based Housing 

For  Persons  With Disabilities 
Sketch Study 

  
 



Conceptual 
Image 
 
333 Maple 
Street 
 

1- Private 
2- Semi- 
      Private 
3- Semi- 
      Public 
4 - Public    

 New Horizons Village  Concept Study   1982 



Individual versus Universal   

Playscape  
Design : Toddler  
Care by Parents  
in Wheelchairs 

Crib Design: 
Infant Care by 
Parents in 
Wheelchairs 



The Building Code is binding by law for all towns, cities, 
boroughs and all state agencies as per provisions of sections 
29-252a and 29-253 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 
 
Provisions of ADA are binding by Federal Law. 
 
Standards continue to be updated as the temporary able-
bodied are becoming more aware of the need for Universal 
Design.   
 
Stay tuned for Future Developments.   


