Draft Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Proposal Review Committee Meeting
Wednesday, June 25, 2025
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Michelle Baughman, Co-Chair; Emily Cowen, Co-Chair; Andy Cirioli, Lena Esposito, Shannon Jacovino, Elena Poma, Fran Traceski, Council Chair 

Absent:  Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair; Julie Vigil

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director		

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Program Assistant

1. Call to Order with no Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 11:02 a.m. by Michelle Baughman, Co-Chair. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Report from Council Executive Director: Walter Glomb, Executive Director, referenced memos he sent before the meeting to the Proposal Review Committee on the uncertain state of the Council’s budget. Good news was found the federal Administration’s official budget request to Congress for Health and Human Services. It stated the Council would be funded at the same amount of money as last year.

Walt suggested the Proposal Review Committee hold onto the funds they have left and delay putting out a Request for Applications (RFA) form for new grants until the Council has a better idea of where they stand. He stated that although each year’s grant is good for 2 years, the Council is programmed to spend each grant within the year. It allows the Council an entire additional year for no cost extensions with those funds if needed. If the Council learns in late summer or early fall when the budget gets passed that they will be get their full amount of funding, then the Council can post their RFA. In which case, the funding of grants wouldn’t begin until January 2026. Should the Council receives less funding, then they will have less money to offer for grants and will need to be more selective about grant funding.

Committee members need to look at the Council’s nine objectives in its current Five-Year Plan and consider which objectives the Council has completed, what ones need more work, and which ones have increased organization and community collaboration. The focus needs to remain on areas where the Council can really have a positive impact.

Council grantees will be sent a memo detailing what the Council’s priorities are going to be and how they will operate in the future. The Council’s website will have a statement on delaying the Request for Applications (RFA) until the Council receives official notice of their amount of funding.

Michelle Baughman, Committee Co-Chair, asked about the state of the Council’s healthcare project and if it could continue. Walt said the project had a good start, but a lot more can be done with it next year.

3. Open Discussion:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, opened a discussion on comparing the Council’s 2018 Request for Applications (RFA) criteria to the criteria from their 2024 RFA. A specific RFA can be created as long as the grant is under $50,000. Anything over that amount needs approval from the State Department of Administrative Services (DAS).

Andy Cirioli would like to have some grantees be part of the new 5-Year Plan process since they are the ones doing the work.

4. Adjournment:  Emily Cowen asked for a motion for adjournment. Shannon Jacovino made the motion. Lena Esposito seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 12:09 p.m.
