Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislation, Policy & Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday, April 4, 2024
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair; Emily Ball, Shannon Jacovino, Rene Lambert, Sierra Scott, Kathie Strout, 

Absent: Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair; Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, Mike Finley, Karen Healy

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 3:08 p.m. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Kathie Strout made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Shannon Jacovino. The agenda was approved.

3. Approval of Thursday, February 1, 2024 Meeting Minutes:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Shannon Jacovino made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Emily Ball. The minutes were approved.

4. Report by Council Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, talked about legislative activity around the Council’s priorities. The Council’s number one legislative priority was “Housing”. There weren’t any housing bills this year that touched on the Council’s concerns, such as the availability of housing and Rental Assistance Program (RAP certificates. Housing continues to be a very tough issue because it is affected by zoning laws in Connecticut.

Another legislative priority for the Council is the issue of “Eligibility”. Not much was done on the legislative level for eligibility, although it was addressed in last year’s Legislative session. The Office of Policy and Management (OPM) is acting on what they learned from the studies and legislative actions from last year.

There is work going on in the administration for “Workforce Development”.

The Council’s number 2 legislative priority, Healthcare, was addressed by Senator Matthew Lesser, Co-Chair of the Human Services Committee. The Council was surprised when he raised a bill to stop health care discrimination for a number of protected classes. (Senate Bill No. 425: An Act Prohibiting Discrimination by Health Care Providers in the Provision of Health Care Services in the State) People with disabilities are covered in the Bill, and under the federal Americans with Disabilities Act, they have a right to access health care services. These include primary care services such as urgent care and routine medical care by primary care physicians at any clinic, facility or hospital.

Presently, if a person with disabilities is refused treatment, they have to file a complaint with the federal Department of Justice. Connecticut Senate Bill No. 425 makes these disabilities a protected class and would allow a person to file their complaint with the State Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO). They will investigate a person’s claim of discrimination, so the person doesn’t have to do it on their own through a civil suit. If the state finds there is a problem, CHRO can refer the case to the Attorney General, who can take action on behalf of the person with a disability.

Walt thinks it will be a valuable tool for people to have. It is an important acknowledgement in a bill that people with disabilities shouldn’t be discriminated against in health care settings.

Along with a number of other people, Walt gave testimony for it at a public hearing. Some new language was added to the Senate Bill on behalf of the Connecticut Hospital Association. The Senate and the House still need to pass the Bill. The Legislative Session ends on Thursday, May 9. Since the Bill still needs to be called for a vote in the Senate, all Council Members need to contact their Senators immediately and ask them to support Bill No. 425.

Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, said the CT Arc has already put out a call for support of the Bill.

Senator Lisa Seminara is the Senate Republican Leader of the ID Caucus, who are supportive of the Council’s concerns. Both Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director; and Fran Traceski, Committee Chair; have reached out to her in support of the Bill.

The Council is working a health care project, and plans to launch a website on the topic in June. It will give information to individuals with disabilities and the public on how to assert their rights regarding health care.
Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, volunteered to ask Senator Lisa Seminara if she would co-sponsor Senate Bill No. 425. Walt believes there is only one co-sponsor on the bill at this time.

Shannon Jacovino said The Arc of the Farmington Valley (Favarh) has an advocacy committee. She thinks it would be a good idea if a group of families from Favarh were to contact Senator Seminara and explain to her why they think this Bill is important for their loved ones and that they would appreciate her co-sponsoring it. Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, thought this was a great idea.

Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, will send everyone the revised language for Senate Bill No. 425.

At the Council’s May meeting, Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, will be discussing submitting changes to the Council Five-Year State Plan. The Legislation, Policy, and Planning Committee is a good place to begin talking about the changes to the plan. After the changes are made, there would need to be 45 days for public comment. The revised plan would be voted on at the Council’s July meeting and it would be submitted to the Administration for Community Living by on or by Thursday, August 15.

A future meeting of the Legislation, Policy and Planning Committee will be scheduled for Monday, April 29.

5. Annual Disability Policy Seminar:  The Annual Disability Policy Seminar will be held in Washington, DC, from Monday, April 8 through Wednesday, April 10. Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, and Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, 
will be attending the conference. On the last day of the conference, they will be visiting the US Capitol and meeting with national members of Congress who represent Connecticut.

6. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski; Committee Chair, asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Shannon Jacovino made a motion. Kathie Strout seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 3:51 p.m.

