 Draft Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislation, Policy & Planning Committee Meeting
Monday, March 24, 2025
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
On Teams

Present:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair; Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair; Emily Ball, Lena Esposito, Shannon Jacovino, Julie Vigil

Absent:  Andy Cirioli, Karen Healy, Committee Vice-Chair, 

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Recorder of Minutes

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting began at 2:03 p.m.

1. Comments from the Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, provided an update on the bills the Council has been tracking that have received a joint favorable (JF) report. He said the time of the year is approaching when if a bill hasn’t been favorably voted out of committee yet, it’s becoming less likely they’ll survive in committee past the deadline.

[bookmark: _Hlk212470928]H.B. No. 7108 – AN ACT CONCERNING AUTISM AND INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY. This bill is the Human Services Committee version of the bill originally introduced as H.B. No. 5372 – AN ACT CONCERNING DEFINITIONS AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA PERTAINING TO SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY. The bill continues the process to develop new eligibility criteria. It will get rid of IQ as criteria for the DDS Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Waivers.

Bill #7108 would continue the analysis of eliminating IQ from eligibility for DDS services. It received a joint favorable report and is in the State House awaiting a vote. Walt has a meeting scheduled in a week with State Representative Jillian Gilchrest to discuss the bill. Representative Gilchrest is also a Co-Chair of the Human Services Committee. Walt said there are two sections of the bill. He submitted language for section one of the bill. The Council had no input on the bill’s second section about abuse and neglect issues.

General Assembly Bill No. 981 – AN ACT EXPANDING MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY FOR OLDER PERSONS AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. This bill would enact a federal rule in Connecticut to allow individuals who receive both Medicaid and Medicare to maintain their eligibility for Medicaid if their monthly income increases due to a change in their stipend. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, has worked very hard to get this bill through the Legislature.

Walt commented on Bill #981 and congratulated Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair for all of her hard work on the bill. It was voted joint favorable out of the Appropriations Committee and is now waiting in the State Senate for a vote.

H.B. No. 7159 – An Act Creating Yellow Envelopes To Promote Accommodations and Communication Between First Responders And Persons With Cognitive Impairments Or Physical Disabilities And Increasing Awareness Of Blue And Yellow Envelopes Among First Responders. This bill seeks to improve communication and support for individuals with cognitive impairments or physical disabilities during emergency situations. Council member, Ashley McClain developed this program to educate First Responders on approaching and communicating with people with developmental disabilities, especially persons with Autism. The bill will create a yellow envelope for people with disabilities to carry with them to alert First Responders to their needs.

Bill #7159 received a joint favorable vote out of committee.

Walt testified on State Representative Lucy Dathan’s bill, H.B. No. 6487 – AN ACT REQUIRING THE AUDITORS OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND OFFICE OF POLICY AND MANAGEMENT TO REVIEW THE COSTS OF PROVIDING CERTAIN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SERVICES TO INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES. The bill requires the Auditors of Public Accounts, along with the Office of Policy and Management, to review the costs of public and private services for individuals with intellectual disabilities who receive 24-hour care. The goal is to identify the most cost-effective and quality-driven system for providing these services, with a report due to the legislature's government oversight committee by February 15, 2026.

For Bill #6487, Representative Dathan wants a report produced on the cost of certain services at the State Department of Developmental Services with a focus on public/private cost questions.

S.B. No. 1176 – AN ACT CONCERNING FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE LONGTERM CARE OMBUDSMAN AND AREA AGENCIES ON AGING SERVICE NAVIGATORS. The bill concerns funding for the Office of Longterm Care Ombudsperson and the CT Area Agencies on Aging, to provide them with more staff, including more benefits Navigators at the AAA’s.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, testified to the Aging Committee in-person in favor of this bill on Thursday, February 6th. The bill is still in Appropriations and needs to be jf’d from the Committee to the Senate if it stands a chance of being passed.

H.B. No. 5479 – AN ACT CONCERNING FUNDING FOR THE ENCOMPASS TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM SERVICING THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED POPULATION. Encompass is only available in the Greater Hartford and Greater New Haven regions. It is run by Hartford Transit and subsidized by the Department of Transportation (DOT). CT Developmental Services (DDS) uses the program. People with disabilities can use combined DOT funding and their waiver funding to get free on-demand transportation by taxi. The program is at risk due to the expiring of its DOT funding.

The last bill discussed by Walt was Bill #5479, and it hasn’t received any action yet. It is still in the Appropriations Committee. Walt said a number of seniors and people at the Department of Developmental Disabilities (DDS) use the service, because it goes beyond the footprint of paratransit to allow people to travel to places that paratransit can’t take them. People use the service at a big discount off of the average cab fare. Walt has been talking about the service with the Connecticut Department of Transportation, Hartford Transit, and M7. They need approximately 1.2 million dollars for the fiscal year to operate for another year.

Most of the committees are past the deadline to issue their favorable reports. Bills die that are in committee when the deadline passes. Following are the deadlines for the State Legislative Committees:

Education Committee - March 31,2025
Government Administration Committee - April 2, 2025
Public Health Committee - April 2, 2025
Judiciary - April 11, 2025

If the Appropriations Committee hasn't given a joint favorable report to a bill by April 25, it dies in committee. For the bills in Appropriations, there is still time for the Committee to act.

Shannon Jacovino thought it would be a good idea to inform the rest of the Council on what actions they can take on the stalled bills. Walt suggested people call their legislators to move the bills along. The Council can share an email with the broader community as well.

2. Approval of Draft Committee Meeting Minutes:  With a quorum present, Fran Traceski; Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the draft committee meeting minutes from February 6, 2025. Julie Vigil made a motion to approve the meeting minutes. Shannon Jacovino seconded the motion. The motion passed.

3. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski; Council Chair and Committee Chair, adjourned the meeting at 2:54 p.m.
