Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislative Policy and Planning Committee Meeting
January 5, 2023, Thursday
3:00 p.m. – 4:20 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Emily Ball, April Burke, Adriano Cirioli, III, Committee Chair; Shannon Jacovino, Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, Kathie Strout, James Welsh

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Director

Minutes:  Donna Devin

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Andy Cirioli, Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Jim Welsh motioned to approve the agenda. Shannon Jacovino seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.

3. Approval of Minutes:  Andy Cirioli, Committee Chair, entertained a motion to approve the minutes from Wednesday, December 28, 2022. Shannon Jacovino made the motion to approve the minutes.     Kathie Strout seconded the motion. The minutes were approved. Jim Welsh abstained.

Discussion of Committee Assignments and Research:           Andy Cirioli; Committee Chair, opened the floor for comments on the Committee’s Legislative Agenda. The workforce crisis was discussed first.

Shannon Jacovino reached out to many organizations and a lot of them don’t have the workforce crisis on their agendas. Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, suggested titling the priority “Workforce Stabilization”. The Committee focused on the rewording of the agenda item and its details to read: “Develop long term solutions to build capacity, support recruitment, retention, and professional development of workers who provide home and community-based services. The group wants to keep crisis in the goal title, because of the severity of the issue.

The group moved on to discussing a second Legislative Agenda item, “Amend or Repeal Connecticut General Statute Sec.45a-703: Application For Determination Of Competency To Vote”.

Jim Welsh says Disability Rights Connecticut (DRCT) is educating people about this provision. The statute lacks clear definition. He said the right to vote is not terminated by the existence of conservatorship or guardianship in the State of Connecticut.

Andy Cirioli; Committee Chair, asked if the Committee may want to consider making the priority a broader issue and talk about supporting voting rights of individuals with developmental disabilities, and talk about addressing legislation or statutes that limit their voting rights. Jim Welsh suggested “…to preserve and enhance voting rights of persons with disabilities, including the removal of any existing barriers”.

April Burke, Committee Vice-Chair pointed out the need for public education on how the Legislature works.

Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, drew attention to the fact some probate courts’ websites need to update how they refer to people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Andy Cirioli; Committee Chair, changed the wording of the voting priority details to reflect the Council’s discussion. It now reads: “To preserve and protect voting rights of individuals with developmental disabilities by addressing existing laws and removing barriers.”

Shannon Jacovino asked for clarification of the factsheet for the priority, “Improve Communication with Caregivers on Transitioning to Adulthood Services”. Andy Cirioli; Committee Chair, said empowered professionals were needed to develop a factsheet and it should be disseminated with authority. Families having access to information before transition is an issue. Some Committee members shared their experiences with the school system. Shannon Jacovino thinks the issue is broader than transition, it’s education. She suggested forming another committee where other things can be looked at and done. There could be a collaboration with UCONN UCEDD on the factsheet and it could be distributed in schools and doctors’ offices.

Andy Cirioli; Committee Chair, said the Advocacy, Public Information and Education (APIE) Committee could assist with this piece also. Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, said she has been communicating a lot with Tara Viens, the Chair of the APIE Committee, and she has many great ideas.

Kathie Strout talked about the Autism Waiver. Shannon Jacovino
Said she wants to be sure what the Committee is putting on their Legislative Agenda really captures Katie’s concerns. She voiced the possibility of taking out the words “transitioning to individuals with developmental disabilities” and adding in what adult services are available. This change would take the focus off transition. The group discussed what is the essential info needed. Kathie will email the Committee the list the Gengras Center gave her. Walt Glomb, Council Executive Director, said there are key things to be done for your child before they turn 18 or 22, including the Autism Waiver, Social Security, Title 19, and the group will be sorting out what is necessary.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said there are 3 bills in the Legislature now that the Council should address:
Senate Bill No. 4 – An Act Concerning Connecticut’s Present And Future Housing Needs.
Senate Bill No. 10 – An Act Modernizing Support Services For Vulnerable Populations To Ensure All Vulnerable Persons In The State Receive The Maximum Amount Of Medicaid Care and Support Services Available In A Modernized Delivery System 
House Bill No. 5001 – An Act Concerning Resources and Support Services For Persons With Intellectual Disability

The Committee needs to read these acts and create a process for statements the Council is going to make on pending legislation. They need to be ready to reconvene and discuss these bills.

The Committee’s next step is to create elevator pitches, 200 word paragraphs on their objectives.

Andy Cirioli; Committee Chair, asked for a motion on recommending the Committee’s Legislative Agenda to the full Council for approval. April Burke made the motion. Shannon Jacovino seconded the motion. All approved and the motion passed.

4. Adjournment:  James Welsh made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Shannon Jacovino seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m.

